DEARBORN HISTORICAL MUSEUM

ORAL HISTORY PROGRAM

INTERVIEWEE:  MISSES MARGUERITE and EVELYN KOSELKA

Interviewer:  Donald W. Baut

Subject:  DEARBORN HISTORY

Date:  May 9, 1973

Typed by:  David J. Gorden

MR. BAUT:  This is Wednesday, May 9th, 1973 and sitting here next to me are Misses Marguerite and Evelyn Koselka.  First of all I found out that Marguerite and you were born July 15, 1902, is that correct?
MS, M:  Yes.
MR. B:  And Evelyn you were born December 15th, 1905.
MS. E:  December 17th.
MR. BAUT:  What nationality is your surname, Koselka?
MS. M:  It's Bohemian.  My father came over when he was five years old and it was then called Dutch Bohemia.  It was part of Germany and it's now Czechoslovakia.  He came over near Pillson.
MR. B:  I often wondered about the name and I know it really came from somewhere near Germany there.  Your grandparents then came from the same area, of course.
MS. M:  Yes, my mother's family.
MR. B:  What about your grandmother's maiden name?  I've seen it spelled different ways.  Was it    
MS. M:  I think it was Wenzel.  I'm not really sure of it.  
MR. B:  When did they settle here in Dearborn, your grandparents?  
MS. M:  Well, when they first came over here they visited my father's aunt and uncle, the Wieners and they lived on, oh it was around Grindley and Monroe, in that area.  They had a farm down there and they lived down there.  Then my grandfather had a farm eventually after they were here long enough to get located themselves why they had a farm on Grindley.  
MR. B:  Grindley near where?
MS. M:  Near, oh I guess it was Nowlin, I think, around in that area.  
MR. B:  And, of course, they had both just passed away by the time 
MS. M:  They both died when I was in my first year.
MR. B:  Yes, I think if I remember rightly your grandmother died about three months after you were born.
MS. M:  Yes, I believe so and my grandfather and grandmother died three days apart. 
MR. B:  Oh, that close.  Now where did your mother come from?
MS. M:  She was from Detroit.
MR. B:  And she was from Detroit and could you tell me the birth dates of your parents?
MS. M:  My father's birthday was May 6, 1876 and my mother's was May 26, 1881.  
MR. B:  She was five years younger, that would be 1881 then.  And she passed away in September of 1989.
MS. M:  That's right.
MR. B:  And what was your dad's occupation?
MS. M:  Well, when they were first married he worked a farm down in that area for a man named Baldwin, I believe it was and you probably have had records of the Thompson farm.  They lived they were near the Thompson farm.  That's how my mother met my father.  She used to spend her summers out here on Thompson's farm.  
MR. B:  Oh, were the Thompsons related to your mother at all?
MS. M:  No, not in any way.  They were friends of the people that raised my mother and then for the first couple of years they worked on this farm they managed this farm for Mr. Baldwin.  He was in Detroit and times were so hard that they couldn't make ends meet so they moved to Dearborn and my father went to Haggerty's Brickyard and worked as a laborer.  
MR. B:  Oh he went to Haggerty's Brickyard, oh I see and did he work there throughout his 
MS. M:  Well, he worked there until they started the Ford Tractor Plant out here in Dearborn and then he worked there.  I think in 1931 or '32 he had his eye removed and he wasn't able to work after that.  
MR. B:  I see, so he went to work here say about 1916, 17 and on till around the '30s he worked for the Tractor Plant.  It was located right here.  
MS. M:  It was located right here.
MR. B:  And how about your sisters and brothers?  Do you recall their birth dates?  How many sisters and brothers besides the two of you?  
MS. M:  Just the two of us.
MR. B:  Just the two of you.
MS. M:  We had a brother and he died in 1950.  Everett.  He was born the 20th of January in 1914.
MR. B:  So he's a few years younger than   
MS. M:  Yes.
MR. B:  Than you girls.  And where about did your parents live when you girls were born?
MS. M:  Well, when I was born they lived up there on Michigan Avenue where Wrigley's parking lot is now and Evelyn was born in a hospital.  We lived in that same home.  
MR. B:  I was going to ask you when did your parents move into that home?
MS. M:  Let's see, about the first month she was born.
MR. B:  That would be around the summer of '05 or '05.  
MS. M:  The spring of 1905.  We moved in there in April.  She was born in November.
MR. B:  So now I want to know this is it true that your home used to turn pink when it rained?
MS. M:  Yes, the house was built by the man who came over from Bohemia with my father.  
MR. B:  Mr. Fox.
MS. M:  Mr. Fox.
MR. B:  That was William, I think Fox or was it Jacob?
MS. M:  It was his father that built it and it was built it's solid brick underneath it on the front part of our house.  It's solid brick and then it was kalsomined like a plaster over it.  It's why they built the house it's over in Europe and every time it rained, of course, that red brick would come through and the house would turn pink and then, of course, it was quite old by that time.  I mean it was built quite a few years and that kalsomite was starting to peel and then it's getting thinner and wearing down and that's why the pink came through.  That's why it's pink.  
MR. B:  Oh I see.  Well then you got a stucco on the outside now/
MS. M:  So then my family remodeled the house and I suppose about 195 or '16 they had stucco put on and they changed the porch.
MR. B:  Oh I see and so they remodeled the house I suppose so it'd be better to live in but I wonder is it true that the house was built out of portions of the Arsenal?
MS. M:  Yes, the brick is all from the Arsenal Building and we had people come in to do chimneys and repair things and in fact we had one man that the thing my mother told him he can have the brick that he got new brick for one chimney because the brick was so unusual.  
MR. B:  Well, all the brick was made then by Titus Dort, then.
MS. M:  Yes.
MR. B:  So how was your early life now of course you, Marguerite, you but who were some of your let's take in your education.  I assume that you went to the Dearborn public school, is that correct?
MS. M:  Yes, I graduated from the Dearborn public school in 1919.  
MR. B:  Well, Evelyn, did you go there too?
MS. E:  I went the first six years and let's see Malita Thiel was one of my teachers.
MR. B:  Oh, I see.
MS. E:  That should be interesting.  And oh, Mrs. O'Brien but you never heard much about Mrs. O'Brien and then Miss Losh was a music teacher and what was her name, Henrietta and some of the people I went to school over there was Robert Lapham and Dale Losey, Earl Parrish and Dean Salisbury.  Dean might have been my age or a little older and George Ristow.  His father was a minister here at one time.  Hermina Blankertz and ______ Clark and then Sacred Heart School started so I transferred up there.  I went 6th through high school at Sacred Heart.   
MR. B:  That's Father Sharpe, later on Monsignor Sharpe.  
MS. E:  I was baptized and made my first communion right there.
MR. B:  At Sacred Heart?  Uh huh.  How about you, Marguerite?  You went through the whole Dearborn public school there.  
MS. M:  Dearborn High School didn't open until I was well I was in the 12th grade when they opened Sacred Heart school and they didn't have a 12th grade so I stayed right on and finished at Dearborn High.  
MR. B:  Well, who were some of your schoolmates there?
MS. M:  Well, let's see, Ida Neiland.  I started in the first grade with Ida Neiland, she later married a Taylor and she has died since and David Lapham.
MR. B:  Robert's older brother.
MS. M:  His older brother, Eva Lapham's husband.  Of course, Burnan Ford was in high school when I was.  He was a year after me.  Milton Fraser or Fischer yes, he was in my graduating class.  Bob Fisher's son, yes.  And Lysander and Joyce Naples and there was a girl named Lila Cone, they were from in the country someplace.  Then there was a Post family that lived over on Park Street, one of their older daughters was in my class.  I don't know what became of them.  
MR. B:  And who were some of your teachers?
MS. M:  Well my first grade teacher was Edith Phair, the second grade teacher and third grade was Maude Cameron.  She was from Ypsilanti and I don't know whether she's still living or not but two or three years ago I read something about her visiting in Dearborn and Mr. Salisbury, of course, he was the principal and I had him in high school, he had retired and then when WWI started Clare English was one of our teachers and he was drafted and so Mr. Salisbury came in to finish out the year in place of Clare English.  Mr. Adams was superintendent at that time.  
MR. B:  And, of course, you remember when Ray Adams came then?
MS. M:  Yes and then, of course, Mrs. English was our English teacher, Murna Clark our English teacher in high school, Nellie Spink, she was from up around Ypsi or some place.  She was a commercial teacher in high school.  Jesse Bollinger was in high school the same time as I was but he was a couple years ahead of me and  
MR. B:  George Brady?
MS. M:  No, I don't remember George Brady.  There was a George Prehn and
MR. B:  How about the Dapprich boys?  Any of them?
MS. M:  Victor Dapprich and Charlie Schrader.  I'm not sure whether Charlie Schrader was in my class or not.  He was in school and all of these Dapprichs, the ones down Mason Street.  There's they had so many families up in there, different families.  There's Joe Dapprich's family and Fred Dapprich and I don't know but anyhow those Dapprichs were one, or the or the other was in my class.  MR. B:  Gilmore?
MS. M:  Gilmore, I think, was a little ahead of me.  Remember that Mr. Stuart was the janitor and then Mr. Blankertz.
MR. B:  Who was that, Herman Blankertz?
MR. B:  Yes, I think he did.
MR. B: He was what you call a custodian.
MS. M:  Mr. Stuart was very deaf.  He lived in a little house up there where you go to the car wash an Mason Street then.  He was custodian for years.  
MS. E:  It was real cold, you know, in the winter and he let the kids go down in the basement and warm their feet and the kids came a long distance, remember that?  They would go down by the furnace fire and warm their feet.  The same way when they had a flood, this Hazel Bondie lived across the Ford Field and when the floods would start to come, why they'd send her home early because she could get across the river.  There was no other way, I guess, to get across there so they'd send her home and we always envied her because she got out early so she could get across the river and get up before the floods started because it flooded quite a bit.  
MR. B:  And, of course, they'd have other activities I suppose over there and did you girls participate in any of the activities over there?
MS. M:  Those days they didn't have much.
MS. E:  They didn't have anything for girls.
MR. B:  What about home economics?  Did that come after?
MS. M:  It came in afterwards.  Only thing they had was the commercial, typing and shorthand was about the only extra thing they had there and, of course, they had the singing teacher, no music like they have now you know with instruments or anything like that.  They did have a glee club, but 
MR. B:  Well, of course, you had some neighbors.  I'm just going to throw some names out here and maybe you could tell us some stories about.  First of all there were the Rosses and specifically William and John and his mother, do you recall them?  They lived in the     
MS. M:  Bill.  Well, Bill Ross but I don't remember John but 
MR. B:  Is he the one they called Huckleberry?
MS. M:  Yes.  He lived in that little house.  They lived in that house that looked so disreputable, down the street back there.
MR. B:  Yes, that's the gray home there, the other side of 
MS. M:  I don't think it's any older than our place, really.  
MR. B:  No, I don't think it is.  I think yours is older.
MS. E:  Didn't Bill help pop fix those garages?
MS. M:  Yes, Huckleberry helped my father build those garages in back of our place.  You know, where we lived.
MR. B:  Yes, I know.
MS. M:  My father built them himself and Mr. Ross helped him pour the concrete.  He was a bricklayer and worked with cement.  Bill Ross and    
MR. B:  How many garages do you have back there?
MS. M:  11.
MR. B:  What was the purpose of putting  
MS. M:  Well, my father and mother were about to sell the place.  It was pretty small and my mother thought that we should have a bigger house and they were just about ready to close the deal on it when the diggers moved in to build the apartments.  Well, of course, nobody was going to live next to an apartment.  It was one of the first apartments.  Well, not one of them, the first ones were down on Park Street. Brady, yes.  But                 
MR. B: Brady.
MS. M:  Brady, yes, not Brady Porter Street but, of course, people backed out and so we were stuck there.  Well, then when they built the apartments my father thought well it would be a good thing to put up.

He first built three garages about that time, I think.  In 1925 I got my first car.  So he built a garage for my car and he built two double garages and then like a shed to keep the tools and things in.  Well, when they got the apartments built, people kept coming in wanting to know if there was an empty one so they decided that that would be a good thing to put garages up there.  Before that he had berry bushes and things like that in that space and around that time he wasn't working too steadily, it was during some of the Depression.  That they had, you know, how they would be laid off at Ford's periodically, lay-offs and that and so they built a first and then three and then four and then the last four.  That made the 11 and made a cement partition naturally between them, of course.  I don't think they'd pass inspection now.
MR. B:  Well, do you still rent them out?
MS. M:  Yes, but they're not big enough for the present day cars.  Most of them, we only have one person that drives in and out.  The rest of them people store old special model cars or Audettes have one rented to store office equipment surplus that they don't have room for over there and we have some with a boat in it or an old boat and people have an old broken down car down there.  We have an old Model A or T or something in the last one for years but we have another one with a very special one of those Fords about '56.  I guess they built a convertible that you can put the top up and, oh, a special kind of a car you can't get any more ….. automatic …. they raised  …. the man had one of those in there.  So it's mostly storage now except our own car and one school teacher, well a retired school teacher that lives in the apartment.  
MR. B:  So but they're still occupied one way, shape or form.
MS. M:  Yes.
MR. B:  Did Bill Ross help your father on all these?
MS. M:  I don't think so.  No, I think it was just the last four, I think so.
MR. B:  And so you don't recall John at all, his brother?
MS. M:  I don't remember John.
MR. B:  How about Lytle and Lizzie?  Do you recall?
MS. M:  We know them because one time my father was very ill and Lytle and Lizzie had cows.  We use to come down and get buttermilk from them.  My father was on a diet that he had to have buttermilk and we'd walk down to Lytle and Lizzie's.  We were scared to death of the dogs and cats.  When I'd get the milk, Lytle and me would talk about some little things.
MR. B:  So you'd come down here in other words you were on pretty good terms with Lytle and Lizzie.
MS. E:  Yes.  We used to we were invited to that party they had for Lizzie that time.
MR. B:  Oh, you mean that last one?
MS. M:  That was her only party, I guess.  It was her last birthday party.  
MR. B:  And how did Lizzie take it?  I guess she was pretty pleased about it.
MS. M:  Oh yes, she liked that, she was so thrilled about it.  Vera Faustman, I think, sort of engineered that.  Didn't they have a big funeral?
MR. B:  We have a picture of it downstairs if you come up the stairway there.  We got a picture of Lizzie on her last birthday,  Do you recall her father?
MS. M:  No.
MR. B:  Mr. Nathaniel Ross?
MS. M:  No, but I can remember my mother speaking of Nathaniel.  They used to have a Ross' woods up on Telegraph.  I know my mother and dad used to go over there to pick blackberries.
MR. B:  Oh yes, uh huh, yes, that was the old McFadden residence, I think.
MS. M:  Oh, was it?
MR. B:  How about the Maxwells?  They lived across the street from you?
MS. M:  We can remember when Maxwell started building that house.
MR. B:  Oh, do you?
MS. M:  It was the first cement block home in Dearborn.
MR. B:  That's right .
MS. M:  And of course, Lytle Ross was sort of eccentric.  We thought that everything over the he owned everything, I guess, and when they started to build that house or started digging, of course, he came down with a gun and he wanted to know what they were doing digging that place that's his and Maxwell says it certainly isn't, that I bought this place and I'm building a house on it.  So I remember the Maxwells.  There was Gladys Maxwell and what was the one that Gladys and Mildred and there were three girls and Floyd and
MR. B:  I was going to say Floyd Maxwell.
MS. M:  Yes, and there was another boy I can't think of his name now but I remember when they built that house.
MR. B:  The reason is, is it true that the reason they built so close to the street was due to the big oak tree that's right in the back, do you know?
MS. M:  Well I don't know whether that was the reason but I know there was a big tree there in back.  It certainly is close to the street.  Of course it wasn't quite as close as it is now because the Binkleys have added that sun porch on there where there used to be just an open porch and it didn't look like so close to the street.  
MR. B:  How about the Fords?  William Ford family?
MS. M:  Well, we can remember when they built.  Myra and Edith used t play with us, of course.  Burnham went to school.
MR. B:  Did you ever see William Ford's brother over there, Harry?
MS. M:  I never seen him over there.  '
MS. E:  Saw him across the street at Forsyth's.  
MR. B:  Oh, did you?
MS. M:  Sure.  Mr. Forsyth used to run around bare-footed.  They 
MR. B:  Charles Forsyth?
MS. E:  Yes, they were right across the street.  Or they lived on the corner, it's vacant now, the part is vacant.  You know there's that Fisher's live in that brick house and they moved the house down.
MS. M:  They tore the original house apart and the house between Fishers and where the Garrison House is part of the original Forsyth house and 
MS. E:  Henry used to come see Charlie.  He'd come in there and we'd see him go in there.
MR. B:  What about Charlie Forsyth?  And his family?
MS. M:  There's Lizzie.  Lizzie married Leon Sommers.  He was a cousin of Mildred Cronogue and, of course, Annie married Elmer Trowbridge and, of course, Elmer.  Annie died and Elmer married Grace.  I don't know what Grace's name was but she used to live in the apartment there.  She was a school teacher.  She lives up in the Dearborn Towers now.  She used to live in the apartments next door, at one time the Wagner Apartments.
MR. B:  How about the Humberts?
MS. M:  Well, I can remember when they built.  See they built the house on the corner was it or did Humberts first live.  I can remember when Humberts lived in the place that's now Jack's Tailor Shop and then they moved from there down to Brady Street here.  I don't think they ever did live on Garrison.  I can't remember, did they live here?
MR. B:  Where did Lulu live, Lulu Humbert?  Didn't she live next door to the Binkleys or 
MS. M:  Oh yes, she bought Frank Mc Cormick's place.  Frank McCormick built that place.  Worked for Ford Farms and he built the place next to Bill Fords.  That's right and then when Frank McCormick sold it and Humberts bought it.  Lulu lived there.
MR. B:  Well, you know the McCormicks then, Ernie?
MS. M:  We didn't know them real well but we know of them because in fact my uncle and his son excavated that place there.  
MR. B:  Did you know their daughter, Marion?
MS. M:  No.
MR. B:  You didn't know her.  She was much younger.
MS. M:  Marion Mc Cormick?  No, did you them? (asks her sister)
MS. E:  Yes, it seems to me that, sure, Marion McCormick.  
MR. B:  She married a man by the name of Parkhurst now.  
MS. M:  Yes.  I'm probably thinking of Marion Tucker because she lived in        house and she was a big fat girl.
MR. B:  What are, of course, Mr. Humbert getting back to the Humberts here were he was the town supervisor.  
MS. M:  Town president.  He was supervisor then president of the Village.  
MR. B:  And what business was he in?  Do you recall?
MS. M:  I don't remember.
MR. B:  How about the Hursts?  They lived diagonally across the street.
MS. M:  They lived right across in that big house.
MR. B:  Who built that house?  Do you recall?
MS. M:  I think Hurst built it.  He built that.
MR. B:  Did you know their daughter, Florence and 
MS. M:  Ethel?  There was Florence and Ethel.  Yes, uh huh.
MR. B:  Did they go to school with you?  
MS. M:  No, they were older.
MR. B:  Who were some of your other 
MS. E: Radde's neighbors
MR. B:  Yes.
MS. M:  Raddes.  Claire Radde is Mrs. Malotka now.  She lives over in Sisson apartments.  Mr. and Mrs. Radde had a butcher shop.  In fact our family bought the place from the Raddes.  They owned our place before we bought it from them.
MR. B:  Oh, you  bought your home from them?  You didn't buy it from the Foxes?
MS. M:  No, no, we bought it from the Raddes.
MR. B:  They lived there.
MS. M:  No, I don't think they ever lived there.  They lived in the frame house next to us and they lived there until they built this flat that Gardners live, well, the Gardners own it now.  Loseys moved in it after Raddes moved out.  
MR. B:  I see.  Is that the Dale Losey?
MS. M:  Dale Losey's parents.  Incidentally, we noticed his mother just died.  
MS. E:  She was ninety something.  Lived down inn Florida.  MR. B:  Well, how was Elmer related to them?  Did you know Elmer Losey?
MS. M:  Wasn't he I think he was the father of the man who used to be postmaster in Dearborn.  I think his daughter was Elmer Losey's I mean his wife Neisler's wife was one of Loey's daughters.  Then there was a Margaret but they were cousins to each other.  
MR. B:  I know we were talking earlier kind of changing the subject here well let's get through the neighbors first.  Who were some of your other neighbors, say back oh
MS. M:  Neuendorfs lived there when we moved in and they lived in that house that's the Garrison House now.  He'd be the village blacksmith.  They had a place over on Michigan Avenue and where that photo place is now.
MR. B:  Yes, that's right, yes.  That was Theodore Neuendorf, wasn't it?
MS. M:  Yes, uh huh.
MR. B:  Now was Louise, she was a Neuendorf, was she not?
MS. M:  She was related to them, yes, I think she was a Neuendorf but I think she originally came from Wyandotte or over downriver area.  I still hear some that they are still over there.  There's a nephew of hers still over there.  Of course, Louise Neuendorf married one of the Fords.  
MR. B:  And who it seems like there were all older people living around you.  Who did you have as playmates in that area?
MS. M:  There weren't too many.  Well, Louise and Grace Neuendorf and later on Myra and Edith Ford and Florence Losey.  Where the apartment is now there used to be a house on the hill and they rented that Wagners owned it but they had would rent that out.  Of course, people didn't live there too long but when I was in the lower grades when people by the name , then people by the name of Raymos .  They had several daughters and we used to play with them.  Then they rented it to people named Banister and Mr. Banister worked over on the mansion, building the mansion.  He was a teamster and they used to have horses in the barn in back there.  
MS. E:  You could hear them kicking the barn.  Of course, they used to coast down the hill right down and hit our fence, you know.  The house was up on the hill and it was quite                   they leveled that all down for the apartment.
MR. B:  I suppose you could coast all the way down here to Brady to you know as far as
MS. M:  Actually their road wasn't    
MS. E:  it wasn't much of a hill 
MS. M:  They must have leveled it down when they fixed the road because you had to walk up to get to the house and then the house toward the back of the property there was quite a hill.  
MR. B:  Well, when did they pave Garrison?  Do you recall that?
MS. E:  I remember when it was muddy.
MS. M:  Well, when we moved in it was just paths, no sidewalks, picket fence in front of our place.  
MR. B:  I suppose you had more front lawn then too?
MS. M:  Not well, we did have more they may have taken some of it but the front part of our house is built quite close to the street you see too.
MR. B:  Did you girls ever hear of the tunnel at the 
MS. M:  Oh yes, we've always 
MR. B:  Did you ever play in it at all?
MS. M:  Oh no.
MR. B:  You never played in it, eh?
MS. M:  No.  My mother and father were afraid we'd get lost.  I know there was a tunnel.  When they did put the pavement in they ran into some problems, I guess or sewers.  I think it was when they were cutting in the sewers down the center of the street they did come into some of that bricks and things.
MR. B:  They did .  It was down the center of the street.
MS. M:  That's what I think.  I think it was the center of the street because it was a time when they were putting in something where they had a dug up they ran into some of the bricks and things.
MR. B:  Who were some, getting back to again to your neighbors, I want to get this in so we got kind of sidetracked.  Who were some of your other neighbors beside the Neuendorfs  which we haven't mentioned I don't   
MS. M:  Well, there were the Forsyths on the corner and then the Neuendorfs  and then Maxwells house. Those were the only houses.  Quite a bit later on they built that frame house, that square frame house.  (brgen?) built that but that was much later.  
MS. E:  Right up on the corner I used to play with Ona   and 
MS. M:  They lived in the house that Dr. Diamond is in now.  That used to be Mrs. Yonkie used to own that 
MS. M:  Sutters home or something like that.  
MR. B:  Wittershein?
MS. M.  Joe Wittersheim.
MR. B:  Joe Wittersheim.  Was that you mean his children or 
MS. M:  Yes, we played with Joe and Ona.
MR. B:  Yes, he's been gone just a few years too.
MS. E:  Yes, I guess all the children are gone too.  The children have died early in life.  The whole family is gone.  They were old timers.
MS. M:  Cement block house the Wallmans.  They're an old family and but the Reamers, of course, were in the house that they tore down for the where they're building the apartment where Reamers house used to be.  
MR. B:  Eysters used to live  
MS. M:  Eysters lived in the house next door but Reamers lived right at the end of the street.  
MR. B:  Oh, the very end of the block, yes.  They tore that house down about a year and a half ago.
MS. M:  Yes, I believe so but they were in the same school as we were at the same time.  Stel and Viola Reamer.  Mr. Reamer was, well I don't know, had some kind of position with the City of Dearborn.  
MR. B:  Rothfuss lived over there on Morley too.
MS. M:  Yes.  Frye and Mrs. Rothfuss        was Frye's daughter.  Frye was a retired minister his Christine Frye was in my class in high school but and Mrs.       was her older sister.  She married Dr. Rothfuss and they built a house next to the original Frye house I believe but I didn't know Frye's house and Armstrong lived in the house down here that Billie Rossen house for a while and then Armstrong built that real tall house in back of on Morley, a little down a ways from us but across from Wallmans'.  Armstrong, well they had several daughters but they were younger than we were.  Mr. Armstrong used to be in the Dearborn State Bank, then he went to work at the bank at Highland Park and did such a good job there I think they took him into Fords and then he worked at Fords until he retired and after he retired he went up to Kalkaska and I think he died just a couple years ago.  
MS. E:  And the Randals down on the corner.  The Randals, you've never heard of them?
MR. B:  I've heard of them.  I've heard of them living in this general area but it dates back many years.  
MS. E:  They were down where that little market is on the corner and the house that's facing Oakwood was their house but it was on the corner and they had a beautifully landscaped place there.  But didn't they have a swimming pool in back there?  They came out and took movies one time and everybody in town was out.  Took movies of the house on the corner and then they went down to Clippert's Brickyard wasn't it. 
MS. E:  Yes, the brickyard.   By the Twin Lakes.  
MR. B:  That was Wagners.
MS. M:  We all went out thinking that we'd get in the movies.  Lived in Dearborn and was sort of interested in that and he was         for bringing the movies to Dearborn.  
MR. B:  Continuing as far as where were Querfelds were they in that area where the parking lot is.  I know they were there earlier.  Now I was wondering if they were always in that location of where Topper is the parking lot for Topper.
MS. M:  They built this brick house across the street from the Randalls and on the corner where the parking lot and a man named Horger, I think, built it and then Querfelds moved in there, I believe.  
MR. B:  Of course, it's gone now.
MS. M:  Oh yes.
MR. B:  They tore it down a few years back.  
MS. M:  Oh yes.  Steins lived in the cement house.  They bought the cement where Binkleys live now.  
MR. B:  Oh you mean when the Maxwells moved out of there.
MS. M:  Well, I think there a couple of others .  There were the George Ochs lived there for a while.  Probably you know Warren Ochs. 
MR. B:  Yes, I know Warren Ochs.  
MS. M:  Well, Warren lived there and, no, Warren didn't live there and Salisburys lived there, the principal.  The Salisburys lived there after Maxwells moved out, I believe.  Then Ochs lived there then they built up on Garrison.  
MR. B:  Where abouts up on Garrison?
MS. M:  There's still a frame home there that some eye doctor or some sort of skin doctor in that house and Ochs 
MR. B:  On the south side of Garrison? 
MS. M:  On the south side of Garrison Ochs built a brick house but it's gone now.
MR. B:  Talking about this we were sitting here talking about some of your other neighbors and, of course, Moodys came up.  You recall the Moody family, I guess, pretty well.  What about the Armory fire, do you recall that?
MS. M:  The fire was, yes, it was the building was occupied by Arna Mills, it was a woolen mill.  Of course, quite a few people in Dearborn worked there, you know, girls.  These Raymos that I said were lived in this frame house on the hill and they had three daughters that worked there at the time of the fire.  We could remember it very well because they didn't really have a fire department, there was just a volunteer department.  Mr. Blankertz was head of it.  I know my father was one of the volunteer firemen and they were pretty afraid that these homes and the whole street would go up.  They knew that because sparks were flying.  It was in the middle of the night and I could remember being up and after they got the debris cleaned up why they built those six houses from that brick from that Arna Mills.  
MR. B:  Who lived in that house on the corner before the Perry Wallaces on the corner originally, or do you recall?
MS. M:  I can't think of it.  Well, the Binkleys in one and Sollingers lived in one and on the corner and I can't think of that lady's name.  I can't remember whoever lived in that corner one.
MR. B:  Well, who lived in those homes?  Of course, the three of them are torn down when the Masonic Temple was built, yes.  
MS. M:  Well, there was a family that lived in the one on the corner there.  Their daughter had TB.  I can remember that.  I'm not sure what their name was. Seems to me it was Dixon.  And then the middle one I can't recall who lived in there.  Oh, Brockmillers lived in the end one but not when they were originally built.  Binkleys and Sollingers and
MR. B:  I think that is where Mrs. Brockmiller moved out just prior to the time it was torn down here for a parking lot.  
MS. M: Yes, yes.
MR. B:  Well, only two of those were torn down, is that correct?
MS. M:  Yes, that's right.  Just tore the two of them down.  Mr. Brockmiller's still stayed and, of course, they still have the three of them.  
MR. B:  And I understand that the fire continued to smolder there.
MS. M:  After several days before you know they they could get in there and it was really     
MR. B:  Talking a little bit about the Arsenal, do you recall when they built the automobile over there in the Commondant's, not the Commondant's but where the Carpenter's and the old Blacksmith's Shops were?
MS. M:  Penhale used to have that as a carpenter shop and Penhale and Greenwald I think was in there.  No, I don't remember an automobile being built there.
MS. E:  The old Interurban depot was in there along Michigan.  
MR. B:  They used to stop there in front of the Dime Store, is that where?
MS. E:  Oh, no.
MR. B:  Okay, Kresge's?
MS. M:  Well, that wasn't there.  It was just a vacant lot.  They had the Town Hall it was back in where, oh probably where Kresge's building is and then about where the Edison place is was an Interurban station.  And then there was a saloon on each corner.  There was Tom Reynolds had a saloon on this corner and then Dearborn where the Wagner block is there was a Schoettle's Hotel there and there was a saloon in there and and then Flick's had a saloon on the other side.  The only corner didn't have a saloon is where the Commondant's Headquarters is.  Then on the other block on the corner of Mason and Michigan , Kandt's had a saloon.
MR. B:  Do you remember whether or not they had a kindergarten in the Commondant's Quarters or any kind of a school of any sort?
MS. M:  I'm not sure.  They opened a library in those quarters but you used to help Isabel Chapin when she first came here.
MS. E:  When Isabel Chapin came back.
MR. B:  Oh, that's where they had the library?
MR. B:  That's right.  But I don't remember whether they ever had a kindergarten.
MR. B:  Well anyway, where abouts was that library in the do you recall, was it on the first floor?
MS. M:  First floor.
MR. B:  Do you recall what side it was on?
MS. E:  I think it was near
MR. B:  On Monroe?
MS. M:  Monroe, I'm quite sure that's where it was.
MR. B:  Well, what was across the hall at that time, do you remember?  
MS. E:  No, I don't know what was across the hall.
MR. B:  You don't recall, huh?  Well, you were telling me that you remember when they still had the balconies standing there.  What did they have up there?
MS. M:  Every Fourth of July the little towns they always had a big celebration and Fourth of July they'd have a parade and then they'd have a pie eating contest and they used to fill up there and eat their pie.  You know they'd tie the hands behind your back and see who could get rid of the pie the fastest on the Commondant's Headquarters  you know the balcony was on there was an upper balcony and a lower balcony and that's where they used to have the pie eating contest.
MS. E:  I can remember on the school grounds over there you know they had bands they hired band stand around public school grounds and Chaffers, he was from Inkster, he had a band.  Yvonne Chaffer, their sister one played the violin and the other and they were very good singers too.  They'd play for the graduation at Scared Heart.  They were very enjoyable of course they didn't have a much of a high school, just that old building.  Our graduation exercises were in the Methodist Church on Michigan Avenue.  
MS. E:  But when Ford started the Tractor Plant here in Dearborn the Ford Motor Company had a band and they had quite a few musicians and they used to put on band concerts on the school grounds on this bandstand too and then, of course, on holidays like the Fourth of July why they would always they'd be there too.  
MR. B:  Do you recall whether one time the fireworks being set off before hand?  Somebody got to the fireworks and everything?  

MS. E:  Just a few years ago they had difficulties, didn't they?
MR. B:  Yes, but that was something else.  I was going to ask you also since we're of course you recall the big parade they had here in June of 1922, did you participate in that parade?
MS. E:  Mom and dad.  
MS. M:  That's when they rode in the car.  Cavalcade.  That was the Cavalcade.
MR. B:  Cavalcade of Dearborn.  That's right.
MS. M:  Well, we weren't in that one.  The one that mom and dad and I rode in was something they had right after Everett died.  We were in the car.  
MR. B:  Oh yes, yes.  That was another they had.
MS. M:  That was in the Fall of the year it seemed to me. 
MR. B:   Uh huh.  Of course, the parades used to assemble at least not too far from up on Garrison anyway.
MS. M:  Yes.  Well, I guess on school grounds they usually started.  
MR. B:  And also Evelyn, you started here at Sacred Heart after about 1918 or so, I suppose, yes when the school was completed of course you recall Father Sharpe.  Who were some of your teachers over there at 
MS. E:  I only had a couple.  I had the same teachers all the way.  They really didn't have very many.  Later Agnes Regina had music.  I took violin and piano then we had a little orchestra too and Sister Rose Vincent she was very, very good and Mother Julia.  
MS. M:  She was a relative of Bishop Gumbleton they have in Detroit right now.  She died about two years ago and she went away from Dearborn for quite a few years and came back again.  She was a Sister up here, she wasn't a superior.  
MR. B:  Well, you had the IHMs right from the beginning?
MS. E:  Right, right.
MR. B:  You only had three teachers?  Is that all you had?
MS. E:  Well, we didn't have very many when they first started.  
MR. B:  How many children were there in the school, do you remember?
MR. B:  Uh huh.  How many were in your class?
MS. E:  I think five in our graduating class.  Five when I was a senior.  There were five.  There was Bill Korte ( don't know if you know him or not) Bill Korte and Madeline Korte and Delia Schaefer (the Schaefers down on Schaefer, you know) they live on Calhoun, Margaret Brethnahan she her father had something to do with Wayne County Eloise up there at that time, worked up there and Rose Berger.  She lived out in the country.  It was a real crazy class.  Not much fun.
MR. B:  Did Father Sharpe stop in occasionally?  At school?
MS. E:  Yes, he always read the report cards.  Oh yes, he was around pretty often and I remember when we used to watch them building the rectory.  They built that when I was in high school.
MR. B:  Of course, you still had to go to the old church did you?
MS. E:  No, uh
MR. B:  They had it in the school did they not?  The church?
MS. E:  Yes, the church was in the gym because we marched over from the old place I remember.  We marched from the old church the day the school opened, marched all the way up Michigan right on to new we thought that was very far away, you know.
MS. M:  But when they opened it the nuns lived on one sire of the hall downstairs, oh yes, upstairs and the music room was in the first little spot up there is a little landing and that was the music room and the class rooms were down this side of the hall and then on the other landing down there it was the library.  Then the church was on the main floor of the building and then the basement was used to give dinners and the folks had to pay for the place.
MR. B:  Well then the nuns lived right there in the school.
MS. M: They lived across the hall first for years until they got a convent and gradually 
MS. E:  At one time they did have twenty-two nuns.  The first class that graduated was Jenn Wagner and Mary Wagner, Leo Esper, there was Evelyn Crowley, Evelyn Bay now, Margaret Felrath, Margaret Kirk that was the first class and Art Esper oh yes and Art Esper too.
MR. B:  Oh, is that Esper
MS. E:  Art
MR. B: Arthur
MS. E:  Arthur Esper and then I was in the third class that graduated in 1924.
MR. B:  And they only had you got all your subjects I mean your math and everything else.  
MS. E:  Yes.  There was the one teacher taught you just had one teacher but the teacher taught you know everything.
MR. B:  She rather got to know you pretty well then didn't she?  Well, did Father Sharpe ever stop at your house at all?
MS. E:  Oh yes he used to come up the house and we used to I fact help on the books didn't we?  That's how we got to know him.  Used to go and help put the Sunday envelopes and do office work you know little didn't pay anything just to help out.  
MR. B:  Who were some assistants do you recall?
MS. E:  Well the first one was Father Brinten.  He was later out at Smith's Creek.  Father Fedua, he's Monsignor Fedua now.  He was one.  Father Hurley, Father Herrity, Father Felscoach.
MR. B:  I see you're going pretty fast here.  Let's see, there was Father Fedua who is now Monsignor Fedua and then there was Father Hurley, he used to be at Grosse Ile and then there's this was a long, long Father Fela Falapouch.  
MS. E:  And Father Hayes, Father Herrity and wasn't there one that went to Wayne?
MR. B:  Father Birch?
MS. E:  Father oh lets skip it.  I could be wrong, it might not be Father Birch. There was one that left from here to Wayne.
MS. M:  Well, they had quite a few especially at one time we had about four assistants, of course now we're back to two.

MR. B:  Yes, of course you have a new pastor over there last couple of months , Father Childs.  So Evelyn, did you have any more education after you finished high school?
MS. E:  I just went to computer school.  We went to the Business Institute.  It was the Detroit Business Institute then.  Well, I started out days and I went days for a while during the layoff at Fords and then I finished nights.  I went four or five years nights.  I finally got a diploma.  I took accounting and banking but never used it.
MR. B:  Well, did you girls go to work at all, I mean when you finished high school?
MS. E:  Yes, oh yes.
MR. B:  Where did you work?  Or where didn't you work?
MS. M:  I worked at Graham-Paige up in Wayne.
MR. B:  Oh, did you? When did you start working at Graham-Paige?
MS. M:  I don't know when.  1929 I know I was there.  I had a lot of temporary jobs.  I worked at Kroger's down on Fort and Merrick in the office, computer work, Junction and Merrick and then, oh, Parke Davis and temporary work at Father's house or wherever they'd send me.  At Kerns and then I went out to 
MS. E:  I worked out at Ford Motor here at the Dearborn Independent, not computer work but you know at files.  A.M. Dingeman did garden work there then.
MR. B:  Oh was this when it was the magazine or when it was the newspaper?
MS. E:  Magazine – Dearborn Independent, right.  I worked there until they had that case with Shapiro, was it?  Yes.  And then that was dissolved, of course, and while there we used to have dancing lessons you know with Henry and in the ballroom.  And at one o'clock you saw everybody filing into the ballroom and we'd have our do si do and.  One day a week.  It was like from one to two, something like that, it was one hour and then you'd go back to work again.  And Henry would come in once in a while and watch or join in.  Oh, and then from there I think I went up to Graham-Paige and worked there from there I went to Fords down to the Rouge.  Worked there and then laid off there because along came a '33, I think it was or '32 the big Depression.  They were closed then.  I was only there two years so I let out and then I got work at Ternsteds down on Fort and Livernois down there and I worked there from '33 until well, I the last six years that I worked I retired in '68.  The last six years I was out at the Tech Center, Van Dyke and so I was with Ternstad on Van Dyke.  That's right over there.
MR. B:  So you worked for General Motors?
MS. E:  Yes, thirty-four years and nine months.  I was in statistical work down in payroll what I liked.
MR. B:  Well, getting back to the Dearborn Independent this kind of intrigues me because there's a local.  I think there was a William Cameron.  Who were some of the employees over there that worked with you besides Anne Dingemann?
MS. E:  Gart Gordon, Anne Steffes, Isabel Arthur, Fred Blank was associated with 
MR. B: Oh, yes he was.  
MS. E:  Isabel worked for _______ .  Oh, Helen Brockmiller worked over there, Helen __________ now.  Mrs. Practor and, oh yes, Edgar Practor's mother and then little old a little old lady she lived at Snow's, lived at Snow's I don't remember.  Oh, Fannie Bachman and Gladys Best.
MR. B:  Oh, Gladys Best, is she any relation to Annie Best?
MS. M:  Her sister.  Betty Bachman later married Roy Benton.  Did  their sister, Roy's wife ever work there?
MR. B:  Well, he was on the Board wasn't he on the Education?  For many years.
MS. E:  Yes, uh huh.  And Irene McCree and that Welsh girl Irene Welsh.
MR. B:  And well you remember quite a few of them.  You must have had quite an office force then over there.  Where did these stories come I mean as far as to put the magazine together that they I noticed that they came they covered all diversified era of subjects you know and 
MS. E:  Well, ________ took care of that place to see the subscriptions, I don't know where the stories came from.  We took care of the subscriptions.  
MR. B:  Do you know Albert Wood at all?
MS. E:  No.
MR. B:  You didn't know him.  By the way Marguerite, what did you do after you were out of high school?
MS. M:  Well, for one year I worked downtown.  I worked I started out at the Pennsylvania Rubber Company and typing and clerical work and I worked for six months and then I went to work for Scripps Boothswitch was an automobile company and there where Chrysler is down in 
MR. B:  On Jefferson?
MS. M:  No, out at Michigan and Wyoming and I was there for six months and then I went to work for Fords and I started at Fords August 9, 1920 over here at the Tractor Plant.  I took the job so I could walk home to lunch.  I was there from August the 9th and until about the first of October and they moved out to the Rouge and I stay at Fords until April, 1989.  
MR. B:  Oh, I see, you retired from Fords then.
MS. M:  So, I ended up in the Glass House.  When we moved from Dearborn we went to the B Building and from the B Building then we went to the Wash & Locker Building.
MR. B:  What building was that?
MS. M:  The B the Wash & Locker Building it was right next to the coke ovens and originally it was a place that the men that worked in the coke ovens came in and got washed up and had their lockers in there.  They made an office out of it later and then they that was THE office really for quite a while until they built the place over on Schaefer Road.  Then they moved into the new building on Schaefer Road and were there until they moved into the Glass House.
MR. B:  And you were in the Central Office what they call Central Office?
MS. M:  Yes, the General Office.
MR. B:  And so, who worked with you out there at the Tractor Plant when it was located here in do you recall?
MS. M:  Well I started there like they had like a typing pool and I worked for Alice Edington.  She was Bill Stein's sister-in-law and then she was also down at the Rouge when we moved in the Rouge they still had the typing pool.  
MR. B:  Did Ivadel Moore work there at that time?
MS. M:  I'm talking about her.
MS. M:  Ivadel worked at Dearborn and Bob Gregory worked there summers before he got his dental education.
MR. B:  You girls had kind of a varied career, especially you, Evelyn.  You really got around.  Anyway, what were some of the other activities that participated around town here at I know we talked about the Fourth of July, what about Memorial Day and say, Christmas, for example.  Did you how about Christmas did you get together with the family or was it just your immediate family?
MS. E:  Our immediate family.  Well, we had Christmas with our aunts and uncles.  
MR. B:  And let's see, what were some of the other activities that went on around Dearborn here?
MS. E:  Years and years ago they used to have a Sharpstein Show.  The old medicine show.  They used to have the medicine show.   
MS. M:  Sharpstein would come to Dearborn once every summer and they'd have this medicine show and then they'd have a baby contest and you'd buy medicine and you'd get a coupon you know to vote for the prettiest baby or something.  So they had that every summer and the show used to be in a tent right next to the Town Hall on Michigan.  It would be where Kresge's and that group of stores are.  
MR. B:  I've never heard about that medicine show at all.
MS. M:  They had that for several years.  The churches would have picnics or church supper that was about the thing you know everybody would everybody from every denomination would go to every other church's supper and 
MR. B:  And where did they hold these picnics usually?
MS. M:  Down in the Snow Woods they'd called it where the Snow apartments there and play often on the school grounds where the Dearborn High School used to be in the big building in the center and it used to be all vacant around there and they used to have it. 
MS. E:  Then they had that hall, the Oddfellows Hall.  Sacred Heart would have it there  - bazaars, suppers and the people from all the other churches would come and when they did something why
MR. B:  They'd invite you.
MS. M:  We'd go to their suppers and dinners.
MR. B:  Did Sacred Heart have their bazaars year ago just like they do well they don't have bazaars really.
MS. M:  They were much better years ago.  When Father Sharpe came he started the bazaar but actually up until the time Father Sharpe came they didn't have any bazaar they used to have church suppers.  They always had it, they named it the Church supper but when Father Sharpe came they really went about with a big bang in having a church bazaar.
MR. B:  I guess he was quite a promoter from what I understand from what I can gather.  How about do you remember Father Roehmer?
MS. M:  Father Marker.
MR. B:  Father Marker I'm sorry. I understand he was pretty well liked by all of the towns people.
MS. E:  I don't remember too much about him.  I was to make my first communion and then I think he died.  Yes, he died the year I was to make it and then I made it with Father Sharpe but I made my first communion with Father Sharpe.  
MR. B:  Did Bishop Foley come out, do you remember?
MS. E:  Bishop Foley?  I remember Bishop Gallagher.
MR. B:  Bishop Gallagher, yes.  And he came out and confirmed you, I suppose.
MS. E:  Yes, uh huh.
MR. B:  So do you recall when they tore down the old church?
MS. E:  Oh yes.  I don't remember what year it was but I remember it when they tore that down.  There used to be a little chapel on the side.  It was a pretty little chapel.  
MR. B:  Well the priests house was right next door was it not?
MS. M:  That stayed for quite a while. Well they tore that down when Dickieson put that professional building.  
MS. E:  They used to have a bowling alley right in the back you know, behind the church where the men used to bowl.  
MS. M:  There was a horse shed before they had automobiles that was where they tied the horses when the people came in from the country.  When Father Sharpe came in he had to raise the money and in order to build the school so they had strawberry socials and things like that in the yard over there on that property and then he put in a couple of alleys so that men could bowl in this old horse shed.  
MR. B:  Oh where was the horse shed?
MS. M:  Well, that would be
MR. B: Over where the old church was.
MS. M:  In back on the church property I think it's would be where the parking lot is now for that apartment across the street and then there's a parking lot I think about where right in back where Dickieson where the professional building is.  It would be about in the rear of that.  They only had two alleys and of course then when they built Sacred Heart the new building they had two alleys down there.  
MS. E:  And then, of course, they tore that out and put the kitchen in.  They put a kitchen in so they could serve suppers.
MR. B:  It must have been quite a drive to build the church where it is.
ME. E:  The families all had to pitch in for that.
MR. B:  I suppose your parents and I suppose you girls did too to a certain degree.
MS. M:  Yes we did.
MR. B:  So did we cover all the subjects that there's so much to cover and I was wondering if is there anything that we haven't covered here you'd like to 
MS. E:  I remember the old doctors, Doctor Foley, Doctor Burdeno.
MR. B:  Who brought you into the world?
MS. E:  Dr. Burdeno.
MR. B:  Dr. Burdeno brought both of you girls in?
MS. M:  No.  My mother had Dr. Duffield for a doctor and he happened to be away so I was brought in by a mid wife.  I don't even remember what her name was now.
MR. B:  I was going to ask you who she was.
MS. M:  I can't remember what the name was but I know at World War II everybody had to have their birth certificate and you know for business purposes to get into security purposes.  I was so sure that I didn't have a birth certificate because I was brought into the world by a mid wife and no doctor and my mother said well I'm sure you weren't registered so I went down to get my Evelyn's birth certificate and Dr. Burdeno had neglected to report that and they had mine. 
MS. E:  Remember those Selenskes, that was an old family in Dearborn.  They were one of the old, old families.
MR. B:  Did they live in your area around your
MS. M:  No, they didn't live in this area.  They went to Sacred Heart but they didn't live here.  
MS. E:  I heard he used to come out and help out or something.
MS. M:  No, that was Mr. Lesinski.  Remeber this fellow that cleaned the sewers.  I can't remember but he was one of the first businesses in Dearborn where they would take the roots out.
MR. B:  In the plumbing business, more or less.
MS. M:  Yes.  I don't think he did any plumbing but that was his specialty removing tree roots and things like that.  Muskett.
MR. B:  Mike Muskett?
MS. M:  Yes.  But one of Mrs. Stinske's daughters is married into the Musket family.  Mrs. Stinske used to help my mother with housework.  Then she'd hurry home to give her husband the money so he could go to the saloon and drink it up.
MS. E:  All along Michigan Avenue Fukalek's Shoe Store.
MR. B:  I was going to ask you about the merchants along Michigan Avenue say taking along the north side there. 
MS. E:  Well the north side there was Walborn's.  
MS. M:  Well, starting with the corner there was a saloon and then the next place was the waiting room interurban waiting room and then there was a vacant place you know where you went back to the Town Hall and then there was Fred Degen's Barber Shop.  They used to cut through there to go over to the school you know from Michigan Avenue in back of that Commander Shop, then next to Fred Degen's Barber Shop was Pritzel's Meat Market. It was like in a house.  I think they lived upstairs and then Blankertz and he had the harness shop.  They used to sell wallpaper too and they used to do papering and painting.  Dorothy Blankertz and Hermina and Walter.  
MR. B:  Well Dorothy married one of the Fishers.

MS. M:  Yes, uh huh.  Hermina died and then there was Walborn's Store.  It was originally Sheurer's and then they sold it to Walborn's.  And where was Arndts?  It was right next door to the they were both in the same building but Arndt's Butcher Shop was right next door to that.  
MS. E:  Wasn't it Stuart's where we always used to go and get a little hat for Easter?
MS. M:  Strut's, Strub's Oh yes.  It wasn't Isador.  Which was Henry, was Henry the one that had the meat
MR. B:  No, that was Isador.
MS. M:  Well, it was Henry Strubb.  Originally, years ago my father can remember he was one of these traveling he'd go around traveling merchants you know he'd have a wagon and go around to the farms.  
MR. B:  Henry did?
MS. M: Yes.  That's how my father's family got to know the Strubs and later he started the store on the corner of Mason and Michigan.  It was a little store.  That's about all there was the business and then there was a vacant lot where the library is and we used to cut through there and then there was a Methodist Church.
MR. B:  You remember when the parsonage burned down there?
MS. M:  Yes. Then on the south side of Michigan was they had Kandt's they had like a hotel and a saloon and later there was a hardware store, then Fukalek Shoe Store, Buferd's Grocery Store and Radde's Meat Market was on that side and then Buferd's Grocery Store.  Then Holtz's had a candy store and that was where the first Dearborn switchboard was the telephone company.  The put a switchboard in there.  
MR. B:  Was it in there when you were young?
MS. M:  Yes.  Well, that was the big deal in our lives that Saturday night we'd go over there to Walborn's and pay the grocery bill and get some candy for nothing you know for paying the grocery bill.  You didn't pay for it when you got it, you paid it when every week on Saturday night.  The we'd get those vanilla creams you know when you paid the grocery bill and then we'd go across the street and have a sundae at Holtz's party grocery store and I could just be Elizabeth Holtz sitting there answering the operating the switchboard.  The post office was in the corner there and Anne Guinan worked in there, didn't she?
MS. E:  Yes, in the drug store on the corner that's right on the corner of Monroe and Michigan.
MR. B:  Where was Wagner House?
MS. E:  Wagner House, yes, that place.  
MS. M:  There was the drug store and then the post office was in there in the same building.
MR. B:  That was where Wood is that where Wood
MS. E:  Yes, that's it.
MR. B:  Wood, Thomas Wood.
MS. E:  I didn't remember the name.
MS. M:  That name is very familiar with me because my mother and father tried to buy the house that I was born in and they Lou Howe's father was taking care of the business and of it and some people in Grand Rapids owned it and 
MR. B:  That would have been his wife probably he owned it because she moved to grand Rapids.  She moved there I think with the daughter after he died.
MS. M:  Well I don't know who it was but anyhow somebody from Grand Rapids owned it and Mr. Howe was going to get the papers taken care of and when he got there this Wood, who was postmaster, got there ahead of him and bought the property from under my mother and father so them they came down and bought the house we live in.
MR. B:  Mr. Wood had purchased this house from under your poor parents.  Well now, what house was it, do you recall?
MS. M:  Well, it's been torn down now, but it was a little brown house.  There where it was on Michigan Avenue and they used to have a place next door that was quite a large home.  It was called the Bishop Home and it was a real big place.  I think they used to call it the Bishop Mansion and there was a man there that did china painting.
MR. B:  Oh, Bishoff?
MS. M:  Bishoff, yes.  He did china painting and then this was a little house right next and then the people on the other side of it their name was Brock and I think there were only those three places on Michigan Avenue across from
MS. E:  Well, where was Howe-Peterson's house?
MS. M:  Well, when they tore down the house that I was born in they built the cement block house that Woods lived in that then Howe-Peterson bought that and that was Howe-Peterson's first funeral home before they moved across the street.  
MR. B:  O.K. we let's see we got how about Charles Schoettle.  You mentioned Schoetle.  Do you remember the Schoettles?
MS. M:  Yes.  I don't recall, I can remember seeing them but I didn't know the persons. They had this hotel and it looked like quite a nice place because we were just kids and you know you'd look in the window and it looked like they had a nice lobby.  Unusual for Dearborn you know.  You don't think of Dearborn that way now.
MS. E:  What was down in the next block?  I can't even remember.  
MR. B:  Well, Neuendorf's.  
MS. M:  Neuendorf's Blacksmith Shop but I can't and then there's Tom Reynold's Saloon was on the corner but I don't know what was there between.  
MS. E:  Holtz's had a house right next to the Commandant's and then they used to have a house there and all the rest of that was vacant.  And then the Horger Store and a house on the corner where Querfelds lived.  …..... Candy Store there.  Bill Bailey he used to hang out in there.  Bill Bailey and he'd give boxes of ladies punchboards you know Bill Bailey and 
MR. B:  What about Aggie Magoonaugh?
MS. M:  Ag Magoonaugh had a candy store.  
MS. E:  Bill Bailey.  He played his punch board.  Bill Bailey.  He gave the candy.  
MS. M:  On Michigan Avenue there was a baker shop and then Cronogue's Barber Shop.
MR. B:  Yes, Joe Cronogue.  
MS. M:  I don't know Steers had it when we were kids but there was some old time man that owned that before.
MR. B:  Well, Radde had his meat market.  We interviewed Clara Malotka several years back and but let's see, do you recall when those homes were built across the street from you like Bill Ford's place, William Ford's place and McCormick place and 
MS. M:  Gosh
MR. B:  You wouldn't know?
MS. E:  Must have been built before you went to Sacred Heart weren't they?
MS. M:  After that because Myra was in your     I went to school with Myra so they must have been built before they came must have been built around 1915.  
MS. E:  Yes because I graduated in '24 and there six years in 1918.  Well, they must have been built right around after th Tractor Plant.  I just came to Dearborn probably.  Between '15 and '16 I would imagine.
MR. B:  So what did Lytle do you remember when Lytle built this house across the street.  He owned that piece of property did he not where that house is the first house on the north side of Garrison?
MS. M:  Yes.  I don't remember what year that was built.  I can remember when it was built.
MR. B:  But he owned that piece of property here didn't he? 
MS. M:  Yes.
MR. B:  And then we're on Michigan Avenue here of course what about the interurban?
MS. E:  I can remember though at 4 o'clock when Fords got off the Tractor Plant it was the busiest town you'd ever want to 
MS. M:  Well, after the Tractor Plant they brought the Detroit car the street cars out you know after they built the Tractor Plant.
MS. E:  They'd be lined up when the aviation it wasn't aviation 
MS. M:  it's that let's see there was a bank on the corner and then there's the Gateway and then about where MaryJo's Beauty Shop is they used to have a switch where the cars would come in to turn around but the city cars came out in the morning and brought them into work and then they'd be back by 4 o'clock to take the people back into Detroit.  The interurbans couldn't handle them and that service but then the regular interurbans would go on through further and they used to even go as far as Kalamazoo.
MS. E:  Waited Addison switch for about an hour.  You'd get outside and you would sit a half hour for the Addison switch and you'd sit there for the other one to come.  
MR. B:  The city car did not pick you to take you into town at that time.
MS. E:  No.
MS. M:  The interurban went all the way downtown.  The old interurban station was at Jefferson and Bates.  They only had a single track and they had to switch.  They had a switch at Addison and they used to have a switch at Schaefer but then they did away with that and they had Clipperts switch which was down near Miller Road.  Before they had that overpass at Miller Road I can remember that because I was going to night school at that time I was working at the Rouge and I would go downtown to school two nights a week and they had what they called the cylinder run.  They'd run the cylinders at Highland Park and they'd bring them over to the Rouge to assemble them or vice versa I can't remember which but it was always a real long train and we'd get to that place and we'd have to sit there for about fifteen minutes every night while they the cylinder run went across Michigan Avenue to get through.
MR. B:  So you'd be make your fifteen minutes wait around
MS. M:  Yes.
MS. E:  I remember the floods too.  They used to take the horse and wagon down to bring people back that the street car would come as far as it could and then they'd have a horse and wagon would pick them up and come through the across the bridge and that was many years ago.  
MR. B:  Did that flood ever come up Brady at all?
MS. M:  As far as the corner down there just like it did the last time.
MS. E:  Twice I have seen it like that.  It was twice that it came up like that.  They'd take them out in row boats from the apartments.  And this other flood that I was talking about was over Michigan practically to the railroad tracks before they built that up.  It hadn't come up for many years.  
MS. M:  They did something to the channel.  
MR. B:  Where was Twork's 
MS. M:  Tworks had a blacksmith shop, didn't they?
MR. B:  Yes, Twork's Blacksmith Shop.
MS. E:  Was that down on Mason Street or not or was it on Michigan Avenue?  I can't remember very well.
MS. M:  I remember the Twork boys but I can't remember where their shop was.  It seems to me their shop was on Michigan Avenue up past the Methodist Church.
MS. E:  I remember that old guy had a lumber yard up there too.  Ben Wallace.  That was on near where the Drapery place.  It was once where Charles Forsythe worked.  He worked for Ben Wallace.
MR. B:  And did you know Joe Ruff who was also a blacksmith at all?
MS. E:  Oh, I went to schools with the boys.  Frank Ruff but they weren't nearly such old timers I don't think.  
MS. M:  Well in fact they were more west of Dearborn like in the Township I think.. That's where his blacksmith shop was too.
MS. E:  All the Espers and Kortes.
MR. B:  Yes.  How about the Daly's? They went to church over there?
MS. E:  Yes.  Mary Daly, Jim Daly, of course Clarence Daly.
MS. M:  There were two Daly families.  There were the Tom Daly family and that was Mary Daly's grandfather and then the John Daly family and that was Jim, Clarence Daly and Jim Daly 
MR. B:  But who else do you recall in the main vicinity that lived along Garrison, say west of Oakwood?  Well, do you remember if Oakwood was cut through at all or was that before your time?
MS. M:  Well, that was Porter Street.  It was always a street there.  There was a Knodt, Henry Knodt or Bill Knodt had the place there that the Garrison Oaks Real Estate Company that was all that was there.  In fact that used to be vacant until they did build that house and then there was Dr. Diamond oh Wittersheim's lived in.  That was the only thing that was there and then there was a school house on the next block and then well I can't remember what was on the corner of Mason there where the new Methodist Church is now but there was a little house that was in back of that where the parking lot and Perry Wallace and his mother lived there and then Millers lived next to that and then there was those 6 eh 4 houses that 
MR. B:  Did you know the Daniels girls very well? 
MS. M:  Yes, well, I didn't know them very well but I know them.  You know Regis was in school around the same time I was.  The other two were older and they the other three I guess there was three other.  
MR. B:  You said they used to hold religious services in their home there.
MS. M:  Yes in their home and they used to be up on the corner of Monroe and Michigan every Saturday night.  They had drums and I think the son Rogers and the father and the girls they'd sing hymns, you know.
MR. B:  Well girls, we really covered the neighborhoods.  How about Dr. Fisher?  He was over on the next street from you there, of course.  You knew the girls better than you thought ypu knew him.  
MS. M:  Well, Lolita was the one that married Burnan Ford and then Annette was younger than we were but we used to have Dr. Fisher.  But my brother was real small.  My mother had been downtown shopping and, of course, downtown you had to go to Detroit.  There weren't very many shops in Dearborn.  That was quite an occasion to go downtown so she brought him a little toy airplane or something and we put it on the light fixture.  He was real tiny, about three years or four and he was eating his peanuts and one went up his nose and it got stuck and we couldn't get it out and we went next door to Hadde's to telephone so Dr. Fisher came down and the light wasn't good enough and he didn't have the proper instruments so we had to take my brother to the office and he removed the peanut.  Of course, by that time that peanut had started swelling and it could have been dangerous ….. if it hadn't been taken out.
MR. B:  So well, of course, you had Dr. Duffield as your family doctor, did you not?
MS. M:  No.  He stopped practicing shortly after I was born and then there was just Dr. Foley and Dr. Burdeno in Dearborn but I think Dr. Fisher came in next. 
MR. B:  But you had Dr. Foley as for your doctor?
MS. M:  Yes, Dr. Foley and Dr. Burdeno.
MR. B:  Oh, Dr. Burdeno.
MS. M:  Yes, Dr. Burdeo brought Evelyn into the world and then she was terribly sick one time and Dr. Foley sort of saved her life.
MR. B:  So well and then I guess Dr. Fisher you had Dr. Fisher later on when he came to Dearborn.
MS. M:  Yes.  Well, Dr. Fisher was into he worked at Fords and industrial doctors when Ford opened the Tractor Plant Dr. Fisher was the biggest part of his business was down there.  He didn't have too much you know home practice.
MR. B:  No, so well let's continue here on Garrison at least as far as we can go.  The Assenmachers lived on the corner of what was it Howard?
MS. M:  Howard and Garrison.  They're related to you know you know.
MR. B:  Yes, I guess they are.
MS. M: Mrs. Assenmacher was my father's sister.  
MR. B:  Uh huh, I see.  Did she marry John?
MS. M:  John.  They had three small houses.
MR. B:  Well, did they live there on the corner of Howard?
MS. M:  Right on the corner of Howard they lived there.  That was their original house and then they built the one in back on Morley and that's where Pete lived.
MS. E:  Pete died.  Pete and Martha lived there.  Pete's widow lives there.  And then Francis lives next door.  That's Francis Lynch, she lives next door, she lives with her daughter.
MR. B:  Yes, and well, let's see.  Well, we've covered quite a bit of ground.  Let's see the Kortes lived further down the street there didn't they?
MS. M:  Yes.  They lived on the opposite side of
MR. B:  They lived on both sides.
MS. M:  Oh yes, both sides.  The ones on this side of the street were the William Kortes .  They weren't relatives of ours but the John Kortes were relatives.  Mrs. John Korte was also my father's sister.  
MR. B:  Oh I see.  That's Madeline.
MS. M:  Madeline and Marguerite.  They are related.
MR. B:  And the William Kortes?
MS. M:  No.
MR. B:  They are not, I see.  Well then, of course, the Proctors were in that area too.
MS. M:  I believe it was it was the Proctor's house that Bill Dapprich built that big house on the corner across from the Assenmacher house that big red house.  There's a Mrs. Moytag there now and then Sam McGeechy was in one of those frame houses and he was president of the Dearborn Bank and I don't know who lived in the other I think some Proctor lived in the other one.  McGeechy married a Proctor girl and I think one of the Proctors lived in the other then another Proctor family lived in that great big old white house that's still there.  It's badly in need of paint.  
MR. B:  Yes, that's the one I was thinking of.
MS. M:  Dipbender used to be a shoemaker.  He's an old, old timer.  
MS. M:  Schudlarks?
MS. M:  Yes, have you ever heard of them?  Well, they lived on they lived in the little house next to Ben Wallace's Lumber Company up on Michigan.  Ben Wallace built a big brick house by the side of the lumber company on the corner of Michigan and Howard.  
MR. B:  So, well as I say we have covered quite a bit of ground here and I bet we could still cover some more here.  But I was wondering we certainly appreciate you girls coming here and reminiscing with us here this it's really been quite enlightening to me because many of the things you brought out here I didn't know and of course later on why we'll have these all typed up some time in the future we hope.  So I want to thank you go ahead Marguerite.  
MS. M:  One thing that you asked about you know the activities in Dearborn they always used to have a skating festival on New Years Day down on Twin Lakes.  One time that was the place to skate in Dearborn.  Mr. Ford had little houses for you to go in and change your skates and stoves in there by the flour mill.  They always had this contest on New Years Day and I don't know if you remember  that Charles Buckinburger he used to win all the prizes but that was one of the events in Dearborn the skating contest on New Years Day.
MR. B:  Well did they have the of course I suppose they had ice boxes by the time you girls came along I was wondering if you remember when they had what they call the “ice bee”.
MS. M:  When they used to up and down the street with their ice wagon and
MS. E:  Cutting icers is what you were going to say?
MR. B:  Yes, down by the river.
MS. M:  Oh yes, I remember that.
MR. B:  Did you did your father ever participate in those?
MS. M:  He used to help cut ice because our Uncle John Assenmacher had a milk station over on the corner there well across from where the Christian Science Church is there was a milk house there and my dad used to help Uncle John cut ice to keep in the milk house and they used to put ice up in there.
MR. B:  Well, did he peddle milk your uncle?
MS. M:  Yes, yes.  Then the surplus they used to take downtown to the Detroit Creamery.
MR. B:  How long was he in that business, do you remember?
MS. M:  That I can't remember and then Tony Schlaff took it over.  
MR. B:  I was wondering if the Schlaffs took it over because
MS. M:  I think they did take it ove.
MR. B:  Because I recall the Schlaffs being in the milk business here.
MS. M:  Mrs. Schlaff was also one of my father's sisters.  This was Tony.  Mike Schlaff is a brother.  He never lived in Dearborn as I recall.  He lived in Detroit but they all were connected they were all in the milk business and I think finally maybe some of them sold to Detroit Creamery which later I think became
MS. E:  Matt Assenmacher lived right next door.  He had a little brick house right behind like Dr. Diamond's office.  He was the next door down on Monroe and his milk house was in the back but that was quite a while after Uncle John got rid of it. 
MR. B:  And well now I see you also had an Uncle George didn't you?  Uncle George Oehring.
MS. E:  Yes, well he was Aunt Marguerite's second husband.  Donald Schlaff was Aunt Marguerite's father.  
MR. B:  So they did they all live in West Dearborn here or were they all over the place?
MS. M:  Well George Oehring place was originally he had a farm down on Goddard Road between Telegraph and what's that cross street east of Telegraph.  It is subdivided now.  He died down there on that farm and then of course Aunt Marguerite had built that flat on well between Mrs. Moore's and the house on the corner there on Military before she married George Oehring and then she went down to live on the farm and after George died she sold that and they subdivided it.  She moved back to Dearborn in a flat.  
MR. B:  Oh I see, oh yes.  I think it's a doctor's office now or so.
MS. M:  It's between Dr. Backus there's a Mrs. Moore's is on the alley, then Dr. Backus and then Aunt Marguerite and then
MR. B:  I see and then how about the did you know too much about the Howes at all?
MS. E:  Stubb Howe we went to school with Stubb with Elba.
MR. B:  You went to school with him huh?
MS. M:  Yes, Elba.
MR. B:  Yes, he'd be about your age.
MS. E:  And the Laphams.  We know the Laphams.
MR. B:  Yes and one of them is gone.  Who is that Dave or Bob?
MS. M:  David died.
MR. B:  Yes and
MS. E:  I was on jury duty with Mr. Lapham.  That's the father.  On jury duty many years ago.
MR. B:  And uh lets see this can lead from one thing to another.  I was going to ask you getting back to Henry Strubb after he got through did is that how he land a business out here (Henry Strubb).
MS. M:  After he went around with the wagon why like you see in the movies or pictures well then after he left Dearborn he I think opened up a place down what we used to call Addison switches.
MR. B:  Oh he opened it up afterwards?
MS. M:  Yes he gave up this place in West Dearborn I think Mrs. Lynch bought that place and then she moved up to where Edison's is then she moved up into the Edison Building later but originally I think she went into the place that Strubbs had or had started.  Had a dry goods store that Mrs. Lynch have you ever heard of her?
MR. B:  Oh there's a Lynch store
MS. M:  No this woman had like notions she had everything in the window but a match.  Maybe Knauff (?) she had a notion store across the street.  Do you remember one time Henry Ford came in and bought some _____________ for the kids for the grandchildren and bought ___________ for the kids.  
MR. B:  What about the dentists in town I suppose yu girls 
MS. M:  Magreta Maguigan
MR. B:  Magreta?  Maguigan?
MS. M:  Ralph.  He was THE dentist in town oh and then Dr. Pang came in a little later but then of course Maguigan graduated from school he went in with Dr. Bennett and Dr. Bennett phased out of course Maguigan took over Dr. Bennett's business.  Dr. Albright was a dentist.  He was a newcomer.  He was in the Edison Building.  We have been going to Maguigan for years up until he just left to go to Arizona.  In fact Dr. Maguigan's sister graduated from high school with me and then __________ was a year behind.
MR. B:  So this is rather new to meas much as this information that you're giving me.  Of course you know Elba Howe too don't you?  Do you remember you talking about Stubb?
MS. E:  Well, Elba was the father wasn't he?
MR. B:  No, grandfather.
MS. M:  Elba was Stubb's grandfather, Stubb's father's name was Lou Howe.  I don't remember Elba, no.  I remember Lou Howe very well.  My father went to school with Lou Howe and old Kit Magoonaugh that's Agnes Magoonaugh's sister used to be the teacher Kit Magoonaugh she was the teacher they had school down on well it's Park Street now I guess there was a little school down there.
MR. B:  Upstairs-Downstairs School.
MS. M:  Yes.  The farmers the kids only went to school two or three months of the year you know and
MR. B:  Do you recall any stories your father or your parents told? Told you or did you ask them much as far as you never did?
MS. E:  Mother used to talk about things in Detroit, didn't she?
MR. B:  Well your mother grew up in Detroit her maiden name was Murrin, wasn't it?
MS. M:  Yes, uh huh.
MR. B: Whereabouts did they  live?
MS. M:On Lincoln Avenue over near Ford Hospital.
MR. B:  Well Misses Marguerite and Evelyn Koselka we certainly appreciate you girls stopping in here and talking over the old days here with us and come on back again.
MS. M:  O.K. And we enjoyed it too.
MR. B:  I'm glad you did.
