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WAYNE COUNTY

Under the Morthwest Ordinance of 1787
the land east of the Mississippi River and
noerth of the Ohio River was to be divided
into counties and townmships.

Wayne County was organized by Winthrop
Sargent, Secretary of the Northwest Tsrritory
on the 15th of August, 1796. TUnder this
proclamation Yayne County inciuded & part of
northwestern Ohio, a strip. across the northern
part of Indisna, all of the lower peninsula of
Micnigan, a larges part of the upper peninsula
of Hichigan, and all thet part of isconsin
whilch drained into Lake :lichigean.

Between 1796 and 1826 ifayne County
had undergone 10 major boundary changes.
By an Act of the Legislaturs on November 20,
1326 the present limits of the County werse
cstablishad,
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On April 12, 1827, the
Townships of Detroit,; Hamtramck,
Springwells, Ecorse, Mongusagon,
Bucklin, Brownstown, Plymouth,
and Huron were organized.

WAYNE COUNTY IN 1827
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October 29, 1829

e

r‘ ]
An act divided the Township of Bucklin N ANKIN ]
into the townships of Hankin and Pekin. N

The change in names was caused by the

feuding of two local political factions,
the dominant group choosing the Chinsse
names in oppeasition to their opponents.

1827 Rucklin Townshig

Mareh 21, 1833 . ,

An act changed the name of Pekin Township | NANKIN !
te Redford Township, ' f{EDFORD!

Supposedly the name "Redford" was tasken |
from a ford in the Rouge (red) River -
which either the early settlers or the ' J/}B

Indians ("Red Men") crossed.
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On March 31, 1833 the
Township of Greenfield was formsd
out of & part of the Township of
Springwells.

On April 1, 1833 the -
Township of Dearborn was formed
out of a part of the Township of
Redford,

- On Cctober 23, 1834 the
Township name "Dearborn"
wag changed to "Pucklin."

-~ On Herch 26, 1836 the
Townsaip name "Buecklin®
was changed back to
"Dearorn.t

el

WAYNE COUNTY IN 1833
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DEARBORNVILIE :in 1833

Dearbornvills incorporated
from [-5-183% to 5-11-18/6

ﬁ% DETROIT ARSEWAL At Dearbornville

The MILITARY RESERVE

in DEARBORN TOWNSHIP

(Construction of the
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On February 20, 18,9, a portion of
the eastern part of Springwells was annexed
to Detroit.

On April 2, 1850, a jagged portion of
the northwestern part of Springwells Township
was added to the township of Greenfield.
(Between 1833 and 1850 considerable confusion
existed in this area over the exact location
of the boundary line between the two townships.)

On February 12, 1857, a portion of the
eastern part of Springwells Township was
arain annexed to the City of Detroit.

On March 25, 1873, a portion of the
gouthern part of Qreenfisld Township was
added to the btownship of Springwells.
(See map on the following pages)

HAMTRAMCK

REDFoRD

GREENFIELD

DEARBORN

1833 Boundariss are indicated
by the solid black lines.
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The MILITARY RESERVE
in DEARBORN TOWNSHIP

f{/////f VILLAGE OF DEARBORN in 1876

(Unincorporated Status)
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The following two pages contain DIAGRAMS OF ORIGINAL SURVEYS of Dearborn and Springwells Twps.

SR R S RS

The first public survey in Michigan began in 1815 and the survey of the entire State of
Michigan was completed in 1857

NOTES ON SURVEYS:

In 1875 the Continental Congress passed the Grayson Land Ordinance. Under the
Ordinance ths entire Iorthwest Territory was to be divided iInto congressional
townships six miles squaps.

In Michigan these squares or townships were measured east and west from a Prln01pal
Meridian that runs north and south through the state &t Ol degrees and 22 minutes
west longitude. These townships were also numbered north and south of a Bass Line
that now forms the Eight Mile Road which is also the northern boundary of Wayne
County (L2 degrees and 26 minutes north latitude). The point of intersection is
northwest of Jackson. All townships are determined from this point.

Pearborn 'OTnShlp, therefore, would be described as Township Fumber 2 South (that
Is, the sscond square (six miles long) south of the Basse Line}, and Ranre fumber 10
Mast (that is, the tenth squars (6 miles wide) east of the Principal ieridian.
Srringwells was described as Township HNumber 2 South, Range Nuwber 11 Hast.

*aeh Townsiipy consisted of 36 square miles, divlided into one square mile units,
A0 acres sach Zgch uwnit was assigned & number from one to thirty-six, with
number ons sta"tlnp in the northeast COTner.

Toth Dearbzrn and Springwells Townships also had many Private Claims (each numbered)

along the River Rouge ., often dating back to the French and mnglish settlers. Many

ox these c aims were confirmed and recornlzed by the American pgovernment bsiwesen
1807 ané 1310,

The first rublic aucticn sale of lands in Michiran took place in 1818.




DEARRBORN TOWNSHIP --- DTAGRAM OF ORIGINAL SURVEY
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SPRINGWELLS~

\\i TELEGRAPH RD -

of DEARBORN

{(SURROUNDED BYy
DEARBORN TWR)

DEARRORN was incorporated
A8 a VILLAGE on
March 2, 1893,

“MILITARY RESERVE"
BOUNDARY LINE




On M¥ay 3, 1875, = portion of the
northeastern part of Springwells Township
as annexed tc the City of Detroit.

On June 20, 1885 a portion of eastern
Springwells Township was annexed to the
City of Detroit.

On April 2, 1906, & portion of
Springwells Township was again annexed to
ths City of Detroit,

On Fovember 27, 1914 another portion
of Springwells Township was annexed to
the City of Detreit.

Note: Throughout the years various
portions of Greenfield and Hambtrameck
Townships were also annexed to tThe City
of Detroit.

In December, 1919, the people in the
remaining 3prirngwedls Township voted to
incorporats as the Village of Springwells.

Four wears later in December, 1923, the
Deople voisd Lo incorporate as the
City of Swrinmwella, In December, 1925 ths
neople voiSel Tc change the name ol their
e¢ity to "Fordson' in honor of Henry and
Zdsel Tord.

REDFORD

DEARBORN

1873 Boundaries are indicated
by the solid vlack lines.

Detrcit expandas to the sast;
north and west.

wmm.m.%f
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WAYNE COUNTY IN 1625

M L e ek T B el am v KR e W s e S o o B A e TR G

On April 23, 1925, portions
of Dearvorn, Gresniield, and Redford
Townships were annexed to the City
of Detroit,

Tn December, 1925, the City
nare "Springwells"” was changed to
"Fordson."

Votes: On January 15, 1926,
portions of Redford Township and
the remainder of Greenfield Township
were annexed to the City of Detroit.

On February 15, 1927, the
people voted To incorporate ths
City of Dearborn
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J= The 1929 CONSOLIDATION OF DEARRORN \

&
EF
A The proposed merger would consolidate thr;é\
a7 M f PV EE TS
B A areas into one "Greater City:"™ 1) the City o
; Dearborn, 2} the City of Fordson, and 3) that -
section of Dearhorn Township between the two c¢itle
In order for the amalgamation %o take effect, voter
from four areas (Dearborn, Fordson, and Dearborn

S ; , ;
£/ Town LiNE RD Township: Rast and Jest) had to wive approvel LY &

gi e majority vote.
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@ 3BORN AT A GLANCE

ley [T § £« e Nice to People :
City Flower.............. ... oL, Petunia
City Colars . ... Ve reeeaeaes eareaasenaeeaeen Maize and Blue

HISTORY: Settled 1795, incorporated January 9, 1929

FORM QF GOVERNMENT: Strong mayor, 7-member council
POPULATION: 104,193 (1870 census)

AREA: 24.5 Square rniles, 86 percent developed

ELEVATION: High point 626.06 feet at Fora Road and Telegraph
STATE EQUALIZED VALUATION: £1,135 086,058{1977)

5CHOOQLS- 27 public; 14 parachial; 3 caileges . ..

CHURCHES: 51 ’

BARS: 100 - ;

COMMERCE: 200 industries; 1,700 reta:! sutleis; World Headquarters for Ford Maotar :
Company ;

TRANSPORTATION: 315 miles of paved city streets; 94, I.75, 1-696, US-24, US-12 and
M-1583; SEMTA bus service; taxi service: three railroads; a railroad station under
constructian; minutes fram Detrolt Metropoiitan Airport; 1,221 miles from Dearborn
Towers, Clearwater, Florida ) ’

NEWS MEDIA: Three newspapers, one racio station

TOURISM 2 million visitors annuaiy: Home of Greenfield Viltage, Henry Ford Musaum,
Henry Ford Fair Lane Estate, Henry Ford Centenneal Library, Ford Rouge Plant and
Dearborn Youth Center; 2,045 hate) and mote! rooms T

5

EMERGENCY! .

'HELP POLICE HELP YOU._ If you observe

a crime, believe a crime is being com-
mitted or abgut to be committed, or see
any unusual aetivity that makes you
suspicious, dial the special Citizen-to-
Police “Hot Line" number of 584-3232.

In addition, 300 gasy-to-use emergency
phones are located at key intersections
throughout Dearborn. For instant,
around-the-clock connections to Police
and Fire dispatchers, simply pull the
handle to open the box, lift the receiver
and report your information to the
operator. Within seconds, a police
squad, fire-fighting equipment or

. ambulance will be on its way.
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9, Yot M — Qearbarn 14. Board at Education

10. Henry Ford Centennjal 15, Kennedy Plaza
Library 16. Esgar Library

11. Civic Gentar — 17 Townsend Towers
Potica, Courts, Fire and 18, Seurheast Aead:ng Room
Youtn Center 19. Deg Poung

12. Main Post Office 20. Hew DPW Yarg
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. Dearharn YMCA
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CITY COUNCIL

Marjorie A, Powel!
President

Dr. Van D, Mericas
President Pro Tem

Thomas D. Dolan
Puane W. Yinger
Michael A. Guido

Jdohn A, Pazzanese

Michael J. Banich

CITY CLERK
John Jay Hubbard

CITY TREASURER

William F. Kaiser
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HENRY DEARBOF
1751-1829

The City of Dearbg
was named In hor\
aof Senior Maj‘
General Heﬂ‘
Dearborn, a hero
the American Revo
tion, Secretary of W
under FPreside
Thomas Jeffers:
from 1B01-180
Commander-in-Chief
American Armi¢
during the War

1812 and a disti
guished medic
doctor.
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RECREATION i, CROWLEY PARX 19. DEARBORN TREKTRE 15 LDVERIX PARK ’
1 CALYIK THEATRE 1. DEARBORN COUNTRY CLUB (PRIVATE) H. FORD FiELD 16 YOUTH CENTER
3. CARMEN THEATRE ¥, DEARADAH HILLS SOLF COUASE 12 FORD WBODS PARK 17, DEARAGRY DRIYE-IK THEATRE i
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Dearborn Township: After the Merger

Dearborn Township after the Dearborn split was in a very precarious position. Occurring just-before the depression, it took
decades for the area to recover. Up to 2/3 of the population was on welfare shortly after and some city services had fo be

taken over by Inkster. Lands were slowly gobbled up by various neighboring communities, leaving two separated sectjons
of land in the north end and the south end of Dearborn Township.

In 1960 the remainder of Dearborn Township filed to incorporate into a city. This was done in response to a rumor that
Inkster wanted to incorporate into a city, making it impossible for Dearborn Heights fo unify, as a city needs one
contiguous border. Dearborn Township included in its petition an annexation of what is know today as the "Inkster Strip”,
along Beech Daly road. Inkster filed a petition to become a city shortly after in an attempt to block the incorporation of
Dearborn Township. It was not until April 8, 1963 that the Michigan Supreme Court ruled in favor or Dearborn Township
and Dearborn Heights was born. The city’s current shape and size has not changed since.
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