
WAYHE c POTTY 

Under the ITorthwest Ordinance of 17?7 
the land east of the M i s s i s s i p p i River and 
north of the Ohio River was to be divided 
into counties and townships. 

Wayne County was organised by Wintnrop 
Sargent, Secretary of the Northwest T e r r i t o r y 
on the l ^ t h of August, 1796. TJnder t h i s 
proclamation Wayne County included a part of 
northwestern Ohio, a strip.across the northern 
part of Indiana, a l l of the lower peninsula of 
Michigan, a large part of the upper peninsula 
of Michigan, and a l l that part of Wisconsin 
which drained into Lake Ilichigan* 

Between 1796 and 1826 Wayne County 
had undergone 10 najor boundary chances. 
By an Act of the Legislature on November 20 ̂  
•1826 the present l i m i t s of the County were 
established* 

Wayne County 1796 

Wayne County 1826 
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WAYEE COOTTY TJT 1827 

On A p r i l 12, 1827, the 
Townanlps of D e t r o i t , Hamtramck, 
Springwells, Ecorse, Monguagon, 
Bucklin, Browns town, Plymouth, 
and Huron were organized. 

D E T R O I T 

M o N S U f l G O N 
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October 29, 1829 
An act divided the Township of Bucklin 
into the townships of I-7ankin and Pekin-

The change i n names was caused by the 
feuding of t:*o l o c a l p o l i t i c a l factions> 
the dominant group choosing the Chinese 
names i n opposition to t h e i r opponents-

N A N K I N 

1827 Bucklin Township 

March 21, I833 

An act changed the name of Pekin Township 
to Redford Township-, 

Supposedly the name "Redford" was taken 
from a f o r d In the Rouge (red) River 
which either the ear l y s e t t l e r s or the 
Indians ("Red Hen") crossed. 



WAYm COamS TS 1833 

On March 3 1 , 1833 the 
Township of Greenfield was formed 
out of a part of the Township of 
Springwells« 

On A p r i l 1, 1833 the -
Township of Dearborn was formed 
out of a part of the Township of 
Bedford. 

On October 2 3 , I83I4. the 
Township narae "Dearborn" 
vras changed to "Bucklin," 

On I-larch 26, 1836 the 
Township na:ae " Duels l i n " 
was changed back to 
"Dear-born.11 
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V///, DE ARB0KGVILLE In I833 

Dearbornville incorporated 
from IL -5 -163= to 5 -11-10IL6 

The MILITARY RESERVE 

i n DEARBORN TOWNSHIP 

(////. 

(/ 7///X DEARBORI\TVJLLE In i860 

("Unincorporated status) 

DETROIT AHSEML At Dearbornville (Construction of the 11 b u i l d i n g complex beftan In I833 



On February 2 0 , 181±9, a. portion of 
the eastern part of Springwells "was annexed 
to D e t r o i t . 

On A p r i l 2, 1850, a Jagged portion of 
the northwestern part of Springwells Township 
was added, to the township of Greenfield. 
(Between 1833 and lQ$0 considerable confusion, 
existed i n t h i s area over the exact l o c a t i o n 
of the boundary l i n e between the two townships.) 

On February 1 2 , l857> a portion of the 
eastern part of Springwells Township was 
a^ain annexed to the City of D e t r o i t . 

On March 2$, 1873, a portion of the 
southern part of G-reenfield Township was 
added to the township of Springwells. 
(See nap on the following page-.) 
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GREENFIELD 

1833' Boundaries are i n d i c a t e d 
by the -solid black l i n e s , 
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The MILITARY HESEKVK 

i n DEARBORN TOOTSHIP 

VILLAGE" OP DEARBORN i n 1876 

(Unincorporated Status) 

U .S. A R S E N A L 



The f o l l o w i n g two pages c o n t a i n DIAGRAMS OF ORIGINAL STJRVEY/S o f D e a r b o r n and S p r i n g w e l l s T w p s s 

The f i r s t p u b l i c s u r v e y i n M i c h i g a n began i n l 8 l £ and the s u r v e y o f the e n t i r e S t a t e o f 
M i c h i g a n was c o m p l e t e d i n 1857 

NOTES OK SURVEYS: 

I n 1875 the C o n t i n e n t a l Congress pas sed the G r a y s o n L a n d O r d i n a n c e . Under the 
Ordinance the e n t i r e Northwest T e r r i t o r y was to be d i v i d e d i n t o c o n g r e s s i o n a l 
townships s i x m i l e s s q u a r e . 

I n M i c h i g a n these squares o r townships were measured e a s t and west f r o m a P r i n c i p a l 
M e r i d i a n t h a t r u n s n o r t h and s o u t h t h rou gh the s t a t e at tilj. degrees and 22 minutes 
west l o n g i t u d e . These townships were a l s o numbered n o r t h and s o u t h of a Base L i n e 
tha t now forms the E i g h t M i l e Road which i s a l s o the n o r t h e r n boundary o f Wayne 
County (lj.2 degrees and 26 minutes n o r t h l a t i t u d e ) . The p o i n t o f i n t e r s e c t i o n i s 
northwest o f J a c k s o n . A l l townships are d e t e r m i n e d f r o m t h i s p o i n t B 

Dearborn T o w n s h i p , t h e r e f o r e , would be d e s c r i b e d as Township Number 2 South ( t h a t 
i s j the s econd "square ( s i x m i l e s long) s o u t h o f the Base L i n e ) , and Range dumber 10 
E a s t ( t h a t i s , the t e n t h square (6 m i l e s wide) e a s t o f the P r i n c i p a l M e r i d i a n * 
S p r i n g w e l l s was d e s c r i b e d as Township Number 2 S o u t h , Range K;rnber 11 3&st* 

Y'ach Towns l i p c o n s i s t e d o f 36 square m i l e s , d i v i d e d i n t o one square m i l e u n i t s * 
6)4.0 a c r e s e a c h . B a c h u n i t was a s s i g n e d a number f rom one to t h i r t y - s i x ^ - w i t h 
number one s t a r t i n g "in the n o r t h e a s t c o r n e r . 

"ioth D e a r b o r n and S p r i n g w e l l s Townships a l s o had many P r i v a t e C l a i m s (each numbered) 
a l ong the R i v e r Rouge, o f t e n d a t i n g back to the F r e n c h and E n g l i s h s e t t l e r s . Many 
o f these c l a i m s were c o n f i r m e d and r e c o r . n i z e d bv the A m e r i c a n government between 
1307 and 1-310. 

The f i r s t p u b l i c a u c t i o n s a l e o f l a n d s i n M i c h i g a n took p l a c e i n 1818. 



DEARBORN TOWNSHIP — DIAGRAM OP ORIGINAL SURVEY 





VILLAGE 
OF DEARBORN 

(SURROUNDED B y 
D E A R - B O R N T W R ) 

D E A R B O R N w a s i n c o r p o r a t e d 
a s a V I L L A G E o n 
M a r c h 2)4., 1893. 

( ( M i L i r f l f ? y R E S E R V E " 

B O U N M P / L I M E 



On May 3 , 187^, a p o r t i o n o f the 
n o r t h e a s t e r n p a r t o f S p r i n g w e l l s Township 
as annexed to the C i t y o f D e t r o i t . 

On June 2 0 , l 8 8 £ a p o r t i o n o f e a s t e r n 
S p r i n g w e l l s Township was annexed to the 
C i t y of* D e t r o i t . 

On A p r i l 2 , 1 9 0 6 , a p o r t i o n o f 
S p r i n g w e l l s Township was a g a i n annexed to 
the C i t y o f D e t r o i t ' . 

On November 2 7 , 1916, ano ther p o r t i o n 
•of S p r i n g w e l l s Township was annexed to 
the C i t y o f D e t r o i t . 

N o t e : Throughout the y e a r s v a r i o u s 
p o r t i o n s o f G r e e n f i e l d and Haijitramck 
Townships were a l s o annexed to the C i t y 
o f D e t r o i t , 

In December, 1919, the peop le i n the 
r e m a i n i n g Spr ingwe- l l s Township v o t e d to 
i n c o r p o r a t e as the V i l l a g e o f S p r l n f r w e l l s . 

F o u r y e a r s l a t e r i n December, 1923, the 
peop le v o t e d to i n c o r p o r a t e as the 
C i t y o f S 'prin .cwel ls , I n December, 1925 the 
peop le v o t e d to change the name o f t h e i r 
c i t y to : l ? o r d s o n ! i i n honor o f Jlenry and 
E'dsel F o r d -

l873 Boundar ie s ' are i n d i c a t e d 
b y the s o l i d b l a c k l i n e s * 

D e t r o i t expands to the e a s t , 
n o r t h and wes t . 

I 



On A p r i l 2 3 , 1925 . p o r t i o n s 
o r D e a r b o r n , G r e e n f i e l d , and B e d f o r d 
Townships were annexed to the C i t y 
o f D e t r o i t . 

In December , 192^> the C i t y 
naine " S p r i n g w e l l s " was changed to 
" F o r d s o n . " 

tfote; On J a n u a r y l £ , 1926, 
p o r t i o n s o f B e d f o r d Township and 
t h e r e m a i n d e r o f G r e e n f i e l d Township 
were annexed to the C i t y o f D e t r o i t * 

On F e b r u a r y l £ , 1 9 2 ? , the 
p e o p l e v o t e d to i n c o r p o r a t e the 
C i t v o f D e a r b o r n 

WAYI1E COUNTS IN 1 9 2 £ 



_ f V-.N S C R N J ' / / • ' / • / / / / T O W N LIME ffft 

1929 CONSOLIDATION OF DEARBORN \ 

proiJosed merger w o u l d c o n s o l i d a t e t h r e V , 
i n t o one " G r e a t e r C i t y : ' 1 1) the C i t y o r \ 

r n , 2} the C i t y o f F o r d s o n , and 3) t h a t 
s e c t i o n o f D e a r b o r n Township between the two c i t i e : 

In o r d e r f o r the amalgamat ion to t a k e e f f e c t , v o t e r 
from f o u r a r e a s ( D e a r b o r n 5 F o r d s o n , and D e a r b o r n 

Townsh ip: ^ast and West) had to ftive appr^ovpl by tx 
s i l e m a j o r i t y v o t e 0 



T o y DEARBORN TWP. i SPRINGWELLS TWF_._ 



•^LrtBORN AT A GLANCE 
City Motto Be Nice to People 
City Flower Petunia 
City Colors Mateeand Blue 

HISTORY: Settled 1795; incorporated January 9.1929 
FORM OF GOVERNMENT: Strong mayor. 7-member council 
POPULATION: 104,199 (7970 census] 
AREA: 24.5 Square miles, 86 percent developed 
ELEVATION: High point 626.06 feet at Ford Road and Telegraph 
STATE EQUALIZED VALUATION: 51,135 086,059(1977) 
SCHOOLS- 27 public; 14 parochial: 3 ccfleges - . . 
CHURCHES: 51 
BARS: 100 
COMMERCE: 200 industries; 1,700 reta:! outlets; World Headquarters for Ford Motor 

Company 
TRANSPORTATION: 315 miles of paved city streets; I-94. I-75. 1-696, US-24, US-12 and 

M-153; SEMTA bus service; taxi service: three railroads; a railroad station under 
construction; minutes from Detroit Metropolian Airport; 1,22i miles from Dearborn 
Towers. Clearwater. Florida 

HEWS MEDIA: Three newspapers, one radio station 
TOURISM 2 million visitors annuatiy: Home of Greenfield Village, Henry Ford Museum, 

Henry Ford Fair Lane Estate, Henry Ford Centennial Library, Ford Rouge Plant and 
Dearborn Youth Center; 2.045 hole) anrj motel rooms 

r EMERGENCY! 
HELP POLICE HELP YOU. If you observe 
a crime, believe a crime is being com­
mitted or about to be committed, or see 
any unusual activity that makes you 
suspicious, dial the special Citizen-tc-
Police"Hot Line" number of 584-3232. 

In addition, 300 easy-to-use emergency 
phones are located at key intersections 
throughout Dearborn. For instant, 
around-the-clock connections to Police 
and. Fire dispatchers, simply pull the 
handle to open the box, lift the receiver 
and report your information to the 
operator. Within seconds, a police 
squad, fire-fighting equipment or 
ambulance will be on its way. 

1973' 

B.C HILLY ( i ' 
MAYort 

CITY COUNCIL 

Marjorie A. Powelf 
President 

Dr. Van D. Mericas 
President Pro Tern 

Thomas D. Dolan 
Duane W. Yinger 
Michael A. Guido 
John A. Pazzanese 
Michael J . Banich 

CITY CLERK 
John Jay Hubbard 

CITY TREASURER 
William F. Kaiser 

MAJOR GENERA 
HENRY DEARBOF 

1751-1829 

The City of Dearbc 
was named in hor 
of Senior Maj 
G e n e r a ! Hen 
Dearborn, a hero 
the American Revo 
Hon, Secretary of V\. 
under Pres ide 
Thomas Jeffersc 
from 1801-180 
Commander-in-Chief 
American Armit 
during the War 
1812 and a disti 
g u i s h e d medic 
doctor. 

9. U ol M — Dearborn 
10. Henry Fora Centennial 

Library 
11. ClwicCenler — 

Police, Courts. Firs and 
Voum Canter 

12. Mam Post Office 

1-1= Board at Education 
15- 'Kennedy Plaza 
t6. Esee<-Literary 
17 TceisendTowera 
16. SoLiinsast Reading Room 
19. DogPouna 
20, New DPW fare 

23. Fire Station No 4 
24. Forrj World Headquarters 
25. AAA Headquarters 
2fi. Fmc Lane Mar?sion 
27. Dearborn YMCA 
2a. Hubbard Manor Eadl 
29. Fire Station Ho. 3 
30. Santtalion OtHiacUrxaat 



D E A R B O R N 
1964 

RECREATION 
1 CAtVIK THEATRE 
3. CARMEN THEATRE 
1 CARMEN TOWERS 
J. CIRCLE THEATRE 

t. CROWLEY PARK 
7. DEARIOHN COUNTRY CLUI (PRIVATE) 
I. DEARBORN HILLS SOU COURSE 

{SEMl-pRIYATEJ 
3. QEAHIORN PLATERS' GUILD 

10. DEARIORH THEATRE 
11. FORD FIELD 
11 FORD WOODS PARK 
13. HEMLOCK PARK 
H. LEVAG0OD PARK 

11 LDVEfilJC PARK 
If. YOUTH CENTER 
17. DEARBORN DRIVE-IN THEATRE 
It FORD-WYOMING DRIYE-IN THEATRE 
1J. JOLLY ROGER DR1YE-W THEATRE 

(For your use emergency telephones are located at every traffic signal) 

27. EXPERIMENTAL AND TEST TRACK 
:a. FOPEJ aiv>::cK OFFICE; 
2S. llHZDlH-HBRMRr Off/EES 
39. RESEARCH AND ENGINEERING 
31. ROUGE PLANT 
12. FQRD PLANT TOUR 

>js3X HENR.Y F O R D M U S E U M 
X G R E E N F I E L D V I L L A G E 
35. HENRI FOJJD BIRTH Sirg-HISTORICSL *ARKES 
36. M:FADOEN ROSS HISTORICAL MUSEUM 
37. TOWHSEND TOWtHS 
3S. tl.DFM. DEAHBQRh CAMPUS 

S E R V I C E S 
r.HiM3SR OF COMMSflCs 
CiT? «AL-
; = i=E? ' , J C'JiOE 

*tB2"R4 " E S S 
43. : '5SAi" ( -V i iX 
Ji. : i * r f ? O D HCSPIT^L 

- M 1 ' C l ' C E D - = A T V E H T 

P O S T O F F I C E S : 

i- vipts MiEMiG.11 
J ; y E " - A i C HEiR MILITsflf 
J: "AT " n>>i« '"V3 
S H O P P I N G ' 

i i . D E A W R M 
. ' S T J B ^ S HQSPITSi-
" C i r s F " ••'OTEL; 
fC'jaisT « 0 * E S USRKISON 
« ()SLEY ITflScIS. 

• OFFICi»L IQlinlST IlirOSslJ 



Dearborn Township: After the Merger 

Dearborn Township after the Dearborn split was in a very precarious position. Occurring just^before the depression, it took 
decades for the area to recover. Up to 2/3 of the population was on welfare shortly after and some city services had to be 
taken over by Inkster. Lands were slowly gobbled up by various neighboring communities, leaving two separated sections 
of land in the north end and the south end of Dearborn Township. 

In 1960 the remainder of Dearborn Township filed to incorporate into a city. This was done in response to a rumor that 
Inkster wanted to incorporate into a city, making it impossible for Dearborn Heights to unify, as a city needs one 
contiguous border. Dearborn Township included in its petition an annexation of what is know today as the "Inkster Strip", 
along Beech Daly road. Inkster filed a petition to become a city shortly after in an attempt to block the incorporation of 
Dearborn Township. It was not until April 8, 1963 that the Michigan Supreme Court ruled in favor or Dearborn Township 
and Dearborn Heights was born. The city's current shape and size has not changed since. 
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