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BEFORE FAIR LANE

@ @

Ford R. Bryan

The Model-T automobile catapulted Henry Ford into a state of prosperity
he had not known before. After having moved about Detroit from one rented
flat to another for eighteen years, in 1908 he built a stately home for Clara,
Edsel and himself at 66 Edison Avenue.l That same year, with his automobile
business well on track, he was looking back to the farm and concentrating on
the development of his gasoline tractor. He had by early 1909 already pur-
chased more than a thousand acres in Dearborn Township near his boyhood home.
Central to these purchases were the extensive Ten Eyck farmlands of over 800
acres, the adjoining Black Farm of 200 acres, and the 44 acre Degen Farm; the
latter two properties bordering the north branch of the Rouge River.Z2 This
locality was well within sight of Henry's and Clara's first home on the Moir
Farm hardly a mile away, and within two miles of Henry's birthplace.

The Ten Eyck home on Ann Arbor Trail just north of Chicago Road was at
that time occupied by the Fred Gregory family. The Gregory-Ten Eyck connec-
tion provides a fascinating story. It seems that a Charles @regory (1832-
1870) came from England and operated the Saline Road (Michigan Avenue) toll-
gate near Trumbull Avenue in Detroit. He married Jane Whalen and in 1859
their first child, William, was born at the tollgate operated by his father.3
The child was named William Ten Eyck Gregory because his mother and grand-
mother were good friends of Mrs. Conrad Ten Eyck of Dearborn. Later there
were other children: Mary 1861, Fred 1865, and Edward 1869. The first earn-
ings of William, at age five, were 50¢ cbtained by driving a herd of cattle
from the John Black Farm out at Dearborn to a cattle yard in Detroit.

Eventually the Charles Gregory family moved to Dearborn, Charles becom-
ing gardener and Jane housekeeper for the wealthy™ bachelor sons of Conrad
(1782-1847) and Sarah (1794-1871) Ten Eyck. Jane also served as companion
to Madame Ten Eyck who was widowed and becoming blind. It is said that often
after supper, Charles and Jane would entertain themselves by walking down to
the tollgate on Chicage Road and sitting on the porch with the people who ran
it - Mr. & Mrs. James Cosgy, watching the people go through the tollgate and
talking to the travelers.

The sons, William Ten Eyck and Charles, had in 1858 built an elegant colo-
nial home from which they managed about a thousand acres of Ten Eyck land. The
older son, William Ten Eyck ("Uncle Billy," 1816-1899), never married, but his
younger brother, Charles (1837-1894), in 1880 at age 43 fell in love and mar-
ried the exceptionally pretty Mary Gregory their housekeeper's daughter who
was nineteen. Charles and Mary had only one child, Jennie, who in turn became
quite the darling of the premises. When Charles Ten Eyck died of typhoid in
1894, Mary's brother, Fred Gregory, came back to Dearborn with his new family
to look after Mary's estate. Thus the Gregorys figure prominently in Henry
Ford's 1909 purchase of the Ten Eyck lands from Jennie (Ten Eyck) Ely and
Mary (Ten Eyck) Boynton. Jennie had married Herbert Ely of Detrpit, and her
mother had been married again in 1904 to George H. Boynton. Both William and
Fred Gregory would be later employed by Henry Ford as confidential land agents.

The Degen property, purchased in 1909 from Anton (1841-1914) and Christina
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(Hollbach) Degen (1844-1919), bordered the Rouge River on the west side, pro-
viding about a half mile of river frontage opposite the Black and Miller
farms (See 19th century map). The Degen children were married, and Antcn

was no doubt ready to retire. Their home seems to have been located in Dear-
born's present West Lane district.

John and Alexina (McCallam) Black vacated their home when Mr. Ford bought
their farm in July, 1909, John Black (1844-1914) was 65 years old and retir-
ing from farming. He is described as having a "Jolly face with red cheeks
and a bushy beard, Kind of curly." "He had a delightfgl Scotch accent, and
so did Mrs. Black whose hair was in a 'cracker knot'.”

The Black farmhouse immediately became the "Ford Farms" operating head-
quarters occupied by Marvin Bryant (Manager) and Edgar LeRoy Bryant (Bookkeeper).
They were Clara Ford's brothers. Edward L. Bryant, ancther brother of Clara,
also worked there until his untimely death in 1913. Henry's cousin, Ester
Flaherty, stayed at the house as housekeeper, and Alice Flaherty, another
cousin, was a frequent helper. Although he tried, Henry Ford was unable to
entice his father’; widowed sister, "Aunt Nancy" Flaherty to make her home
at the Black Farm.” Will Ford, Henry's youngest brother who then lived in
Detroit and was in the farm implement business, became manager of the Farms
about 1914, thus helping Henry with the testing and ultimately with the mar-
keting of tractors. Will Ford's oldest son, Louis, also worked on the Farms
testing tractors.

The Fords, themselves, did not immediately occupy any of these newly pur-
chased farmhouses.® MNor did they ever occupy the nearby William Ford home-
stead which Henry Ford had owned since 1902. Instead, a modest 6-room Cali-
fornia style frame "Bungalow" or retreat was built in late 1909 on the west
bank of the Rouge River opposite the Black Farm, on the property purchased
from Anton Degen.® The Bungalow was located approximately where the Dearborn
First Presbyterian Church stands today, and was there until after Mr, Ford's
death in 1947. This isolated spot allowed the Fords to get away from the city
on summer weekends, away from the prying public who were to agreatly inhibit
the Fords for the rest of their lives.

The heavily forested tract along the river offered not only a sheltered
escape from the city but a prime animal and bird sanctuary as well. Mr. Ford
loved birds and deer. One of his first acts upon owning this new property
was Lo turn a number of deer logse into the "Deer Patch," a field of about
ten acres surrounded by a ten-foot fence. A lane then led for some distance
into another ten acres of woods called the "Deer Park." Mr. Ford treated some
of the deer as pets, letting them run about as one might allow pet dogs. Billy,
Fannie, and Bobby, for example.would take sugar cubes from Henry's hand or from
his coat pocket. Eventually, however, Bobby becaTE vicious and attacked Mr.
Ford, knocking him to the ground and mauling him. The deer herd was kept,
nonetheless, for many years.

Mr. Ford's properties could easily be identified by his birdhouses. His
grandfather, Patrick 0'Hern, had taught Henry the names of a great many birds
so that he could cleverly imitate several bird calls., Henry would give bird
identification bocks to the neighborhood children, hoping they too would take
an interest in the birds. Mr. Ford at times had noticed broken eggs and 1lit-
tle birds scattered on the ground. Suspecting it to be the mischief of red
squirrels, he staged periodic red squirrel clean-ups on his properties. Other
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squirrels were apparently considered less destructive.ll Davey Tree Surgecns
were hired to care for the hundreds of acres of forest, and in many bare areas
additional trees were planted as shelter for the birds.

Mr. Ford sponsored a project with the Michigan Audubon Society building
500 birdhouses and supplying special foods to induce flickers, bluebirds,
goldfinches, cardinals and other species to remain all winter. Henry Ford
was also active in promoting the Weekes-Mclean Migratory Bird Bill which was
passed by Congress in March of 1913. This bill gave the U.S. Department of
Agriculture power to protect migratory and insectivorus birds from injury in
their flights from one habitat to another.

Also in 1913, Mr. Ford made arrangements with the Shackleton Apiary in
London, England, for the importation of 600 pair of English songbirds includ-
ing chaffinches, larks, linnets, blackbirds, nuthatches, grosbeaks, warblers,
thrushes, cardinals, jays, bluebirds and many, many more. Several hundred
expensive birdhouses were placed over hundreds of acres of land. Feeding
stations - suet cages with millet, sunflower seeds and cracked grain were
hung in a multitude of places. Mr. Dye, a Shackleton ornithologist accompa-
nied the birds on the long trip acrass the ocean, attending the cages with
food and water. Only three birds died on the trip. The birds were released
on the grounds of the Black Farm before dawn of April 15, 1913. Henry Ford
and Charlie Daniels, the local Dearborn game warden, witnessed the release,
Newspapers described the Ford development as a “3000 acre bird paradise."

Mr. Dye stayed on the premises for several days to ohserve the adaptability
of this homesick lot. It was quite disappointing that most of these birds
so00n vanished.

In the river near the Black farmhouse were the remnants of an old dam
which had many, many years earlier supplied power for a grist mill. At this
same location, contrary to professional advice,l2? Henry built a new dam and
installed a generator to supply electricity to the farmhouse and the bunga-
low which was nearly a half mile upstream. Along the way one could see robins
in the winter at the electrically heated bird feeders. In only three years
this dam and generator were torn out and replaced with the larger dam and twin
turbine generators which are now there.

Henry Ford's prime objective in owning exterisive farmland during this
period 1is thought to have been at least twofold. He first wanted to develop
and test lightweight tractors to supplant horses on farms, and secondly he
wanted to experiment with dairying and thus perhaps also rid farms of cows.
Henry had an aversion to cattle - thought they were messy and stupid. He
said he would never learn to milk a cow. "Don't ever learn to milk a cow and
you'll never have to do it," he advised.l

Henry Ford was farming in 19061% when he was working the 40 acre Ford
homestead which he had purchased in 1902, and the 80 acre Moir Farm which his
father had given him back in 1887. He is said to have been then experiment-
ing with a large Avery steam tractor to pull a series of plows, although he
owned a fine team of grays, "Dan" and "Ginny," and soon after another team,
"Sadie" and “Stub."l®

The "Square House" on the Moir Farm had been used somewhat as a summer
house by the Fords prior to construction of the "Bungalow." Henry was then
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operating from that location what was called the "Butter Farm" where he had

44 head of Jersey cattle and was producing 600 pounds of choice butter per
week which was delivered to Newman's store on Michigan Avenue. His dairy

barn was a model of cleanliness. Men working in the barn wore white uniforms
which were changed twice a day to be clean for each milking. One man in white
was assigned to shoveling up droppings. It was asserted, however, that this
immaculate dairy operation could not have been profitable.l6

In late 1912, Henry Ford built a monster dairy barn, its attached twin
silos located very near the Black Farm power house, stretching eastward some
300 feet. Walls were constructed of glazed tile to the roofline. Designed
to feed and house 156 head of Ayrshire cattle, provision had been made for
waste conveyors, milking machines, and refrigerated milk tanks. Mr. William
Case, a graduate of Iowa State University,had been hired to manage the herd.
The mammoth structure, largest of its kind in the State of Michigan, was dedi-
cated on March 20, 1913. But on the very next day a tornado lifted the en-
tire roof of the barn and flattened it. No stock had yet been housed in the
barn, so no casualties were inflicted; but passengers on the Michigan Avenue
trolly Iin? demanded the cars be slowed in order to view the spectacular
wreckage.f The barn was not rebuilt. Mr. Ford had been planning to experi-
ment with the production of powdered milk, the purification of milk using
x-ray, and the possibility of synthesizing milk from plant products. These
experiments were delayed but by no means abandoned.

The Ford gasoline tractor is said to have been under development as early
as 1906. A still earlier but unsuccessful steam tractor purported to nave
been built by Henry Ford cannot be substantiated. His first gasoline tractor,
which he called his "automotive plow," utilized a 1905 Model-B automobile en-
gine. The next, using a 1907 Ford Model-N engine was probably also assembled
at the Piquette Plant of Ford Motor Company and tested on the Ford homestead
property. Later several experimental Model-T tractors were built at Highland
Park, somewhat to the annoyance of other Ford stockholders. It is said that
a5 many as 50 differenY tractors were tested on the Black and Ten Eyck farms
between 1909 and 1915. 18

Henry Ford spent considerable time at the Black Farm and in the Village
of Dearborn during this period of farm expansion. His accounts with Dearborn
merchants show a number of farm-oriented purchases pertaining to wagons, har-
nesses,hand tools, feed, etc.

Henry was known to pay his bills, but sometimes required considerable
dunning. During this pre-Fair Lane period Henry and Clara often drove from
Detroit to the country to visit relatives and former neighbors. Mrs. Ford
occasionally came to the farm with her "Detroit Electric" for eggs, butter,
and dressed chicken. She was sometimes stranded with a dead battery until
Henry installed a charger at the Black Farm shops.

When alone in a Model-T, Henry liked to drive fast. In going from the
Farm into Detroit his dust could be seen a mile away as Henry raced up Reckner
(Southfield), turning onto Bonaparte (Joy) heading east. At the Pere Marquette
Railroad crossing there was a sizeable rise in the road. Henry would hit this
rise at full speed and fly through the air for a distance as much as 15 feet
before landing again on the road. This distance was witnessed and measured
for Mr. Ford by his young cousin, Earl Ford, whose home was near the crossing
and who was questioned each time by Henry as to how far the car had jumped
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The Olack farmhouse located on the gast bank of the fouge River where Falr Lape
now stands. These farm buildings were torn down in 1914 o maké way For Fairs
Lane constirict: ar, [Phote from tle Edward L. Hruant codlecticn.]

The Pen Syck hage 'dn Adn Arbor Trail just porth of Chicago Road, Puile i 1 BS5E,
rhie heoanritful old home was occuplied by the Foards while Fair Lane was being can-

Efructed It was torn down ahout [917, (Pheto Trem nhd flections f the Edi-




-

Ladies of tf
(Colel Whalen; Elizazbeth

Gregoriy, hather of Mary,

Ten Hgol, mobhar of Jepnz
fward L.

! P 3 P Cenm Phe B

wilidd am,
=

(Pan Eyekl) £y

hEarboln

fenla) Whalen,

Fred;

Brtpar!

storical Musaiim

1atd

i

e 'Gregoury Fanely, deft Lo right:

plection

maother of Elizabeth

pother of Jane Whalen; Jane (Whalen)
Edward Gregory; Mary (Gregory)
! ingest, Jennie,. died in

Frad Gregory presumably
too# thiz pleture of
family and friends st

the Ten fyck home follow-
ipg & "autting party.”
Back row, left to rights
Dr. M.J. Sprangal (Mrs,
Fred Gregory's Facher),
Adam Metoll, Edward
Gragery, Mres. Sdwarcd
Gregory, Jdennie Ten
Eyck, Mrs. H.D. Roagers
{Mrs. Fred Gregory's
sister), Mrs. Charles

Ten EByck (Fred Gregory's
sister, Marul), Mrs. Wil-
fiam Gregary, Mes. Jane
Gregory (face partially
hidden - Ered's motherd;
David Hill & H.D. Rogers.
Front row, deft te right:
Chartes!J. Gragory, Mrs:
Adam Mecoll, Mrs, Fred
Gregory & Mrs. Hill.



-66-

that day. Earl was rewarded Ey being given an automobile ride down to the
pasture lot to get his cows. 1

Members of both Bryant and Ford families have indicated that Henry truly
enjoyed taking them for rides in his early automobiles, and many photographs
attest to this. He especially liked to take children for rides because they
were not expecting big favors - even from Henry Ford. A ride in an automobile
and perhaps a stop at Aggie Magoonaugh's Ice Cream Parlor_in Dearborn were
special treats to be remembered the rest of their lives.2U And not infrequent-
ly, Henry would enjoy a walk out to the farms from Detroit, chatting with
friends along the way. He often talked personally with neighboring farmers
about selling their land to him. From some he couldn't buy, but many promised
they would offer him first chance when they did sell, and remained loval to
that promise.

Edsel Ford, a teenager, did not spend much time at the farms. He is said
to have occasionally driven out from Detroit in a stylish custom-built sports
car. But Henry and Clara liked their Dearborn retreat well enough to decide
to make Dearborn their primary home rather than Grosse Pointe where other
wealthy Detroiters lived. By 1914, after only five years at their Edison
Avenue home, the situation became intolerable due to people clammoring for
five-dollar-a-day jobs. A move away from that location was imperative. The
Gregorys were asked to vacate the Ten Eyck house to permit the Fords to move
in. Correspondence at that time reveals some impatience on the part of the
Fords regarding delays in getting possession of the house. With a minimum of
remodeling the Fords moved into the Ten Eyck home as a temporary residence for
the next two years. (The house had been equipped with furnace, bath and elec-
tric lights in 1912.) The buildings on the Black Farm were quickly leveled
to provide a new homesite, and the spacious, 56-room Fair Lane residence, im-
mediately begun.Z2 Two years after the completion of Fair Lane, the lovely
old Ten Eyck homestead was demolished. Henry Ford had apparently not yet en-
visioned his Greenfield Village.
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1. Folsom, Richard, "Ford Residences, " unpublished manuscript on file in
Dearborn Historical Museum, 18983,

o5}
f

Prom Accession 62, Box 108, Edison Institute Archives.

"548.68 acres, land located in P.C., 317, 318 & 662, purchased
from Michigan Avenue Land Company, Jennie (Ten Eyck) Ely, and
Mary (Ten Eyck) Boynton (part of fTen Eyck Farm), Jan. 19, 1905-
cast 595,924 "

"175 acres, the Fasterly part of P.C. 663 lying between the
River Rouge and rear claim in Dearborn 7.2 5, R 10 E purchased
from Jennie (Ten EByck) Ely, Jan. 19, 190% - cost 540,000, "

"832.47 acres, P.C. 662, part of the Ten Eyck Farm between River
Fouge and Michigan Avenue except MCRR right-of-way purchased
From Strathern & Hendrie, April 5, 1909 - cost ££3, 367.50."
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"Lot 12 of the Subdivision of that part of the Military Reserve
O'Flynn & McReynolds Subdivision, 43.85 acres known as the Degen
Farm, purchased May 7, 1909, from Anton Degen and John Halvach
in Village and Township of Dearborn - cost §56577.50."

(This is land upon which the "Bungalow" was built.)

Y200 acres part of P.C. 663 & 665 purchased July 12, 1%0% from
John Black - cost g40,000." (This is the land upon which Fair
Lane Mansion is located.)

"Lot 145 of Detroit Arsenal Grounds, Village of Dearborn, 6.18 acres
purchased July 12, 1909 from John Black - cost £1200." (This land
is directly across the river from Falr Lane Mansion.)

"53.83 acres in P.C. 865 purhcased March 13, 190% from the hesirs of
Fritz Drey Miller - cost $6000,

"G6Q acres in P.C. 663 known as the Moxon Farm or the Weedleburg
FParm, purhcased from Emma Moxon April 2, 1909 — cost 36000,

"45.33 sores, part of the Westerly part of the Northerly part of

B.C. 663, between River Rouge and Flymouth Road, known as the John
Fogg place, purchased April 15, 1309 from the heirs of Wm. W. Lovett -
cost S6680.97.

{Records for the periocd 1908-1915 show a total of approximately
125 land transactions involving about 35000 scres in Dearborn Town-
ship.)

dArneson, Winfield, Dearborn Founders Series W47, December 27, 19&67.

will of Conrad Ten Eyck, Liber 21, p. 172, Wayne County Public Records,
dated dApril 4, 1846,

Reminiscences of Mrs. Mary Loui=ze Gregory Brand, daughter of Fred Gregory,

Acc,. 65, Edison Institute Archives.

hid.

Reminiscences of Mrs. Ester (Gardner) Davis, granddaughter of Nancy {(Ford)

Flaherty, Acc. 65, Edison Institute Archives.

The Ten Eyck home was ccocupied by the Fords during 1514-1915 while Fair
Lane was being constructed, and 66 Edison was essentially under seige.

The "Bungalow" was a two-story lepsided building with brick foundation,
wood shingle roofing, pine trim, pine finished interior with ocak floors
and natural fireplace. There were three rooms and lavatory on the first
floor, and three rooms and bath on the second floor. The demise of the
"Bungalow! seems nobt to be documented.

Reminiscences of Mr. A. G. Wolfe, son of Bert Wolfe, manager of the
"Butter Farm," Ac¢c. 65, Edison Tnstitute Archives. (Mr. Ford disliked

cats and was not esgpecially fond of dogs.)

See Reference 5.
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Fred Gregory 4dnd
Jennie Ten Eyck
in Jenhie's pany
cart near the Ten
Eyck homestead
about 1900,
(Ehota from Ehe
Edward L. Bryant
gl lectian, )

Mary Lowilse [(Gregaryl
Hrand, daughter of Fred
rCEGO, with her petL
piglars at the Yen EByock
Farm about 906,

{Phote from the Edward
Ly Brygant collection.d
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15,
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7
18,
L9
20,
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22,

Toll

Chicago Road {(now Michigan
Avenue) near Southfield.
el = a7i g

Henry Ford had in April, 1910, engaged Prof. Gardner 5. Williams of
the University of Michigan, Civil Engineering Department, to advise
concerning the feasibility of water power at this location. Prof.
Williams' reply: VMAfter an examination on the grounds, T hecame con-
vinced from the smallness of the fall and the character of the loca-
tion in general that the development of a water power plant would be
an extremely expensive proposition for what the output would be.”

See Reference 7.

"Henry Ford is threshing 70 acres of oats, " Dearborn Independent,
August 10, 1308,

See Reference [0,
Thid,

Dearborn Independent, March 21, 1913,

Information from Edward L. Bryant notes.

Taped interview with Mr. FEarl Ford, Archives, The Edison Institute.
Reminiscences of Burnham Ford, Acc. 65, Box 27, Edison Institute Archives,
See Reference 7.

Reminiscences of Charles Voorhess, Blectrical Engineer for Mr, Ford at
Fair Lane, Acc. 65, Edison Institute Archives. (The Black farmhouse is
faid to have been approximately where the circular drive to Fair Lane is

now located, and & hog pen was situated on the site of the present resi-
dence. )
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Wevember, 1912, nicdture of the "Aungalow®™ burlt in 1909 by the Fords as a
wegekend retreat from the city. It was lacared an the west hank of the
Fouge Biver about & third of 3 sile upstrédam from the

gresent =site pf Lhe F

Hlack farmbhouss,
It was close to the tret Preshyterian Church on
Brady Streat, north ot Chercy Hali. ffhoto from the Edward L. Brigant
collaection.
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Henry Ford with relatives i1n his
right: Ester (Flaherty! Mcionald,
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Man in white ar the
milking two cows al
netitute, )

The large ‘dairy barn st the Blask Farm a§ seen looking noril From

Michigan Avenue

i the carly spring of 1913. (Bhato from the collections of The Edisen Institute: )




Mr. & Mrs. John Black,
previous ocwners of Fair
Lans site. {Photo from
Deasrborn Historical Museum
files.)

fight: Gne of approximately
one nundeed "oapitbtol" bird-
houses installed an Ford grope-

rLy fn I91l. Fach zést ahalt
0, and was designed so that
the houge could be swung down
for cleaning or repafrs.

(Photo from the fdward L. Bryant
collection. )

Collapsed dairy barn on Black Farm — April, 1913. Cattle had not yst heen
housed (n 1t. No barn was rebuilt at this site which was near Powsr Z&lant
at the Black Farm. (Cheto from the Edward L. Bryant collecticn. )
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A map of the Dearborn area before the turn of the century, Iindicating only the Moir
Farm (Ford and Southfield Roads) belonging to Henry FPord's father, William. Ten

Eyck, Black, and bDegen properties were major among those acguired in 1909 for rord
Farms which later became Fair Lane Estate, (Map from files of Dearborn Historical

Musem, )
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YOUR DEARBORN HERITAGE

"DOWN ON THE FARM IN DEARBORN TOWNSHIP™

As difficult as it might be to imagine, over half of the 23000 acres of
Dearborn Township was in the hands of farmers in 1850. The remaining land
was an undeveloped timber area. By this time, however, lands had been cleared
and tenced. New frame or brick residences replaced many of the original one-
room log houses. The census that year identified 112 individual farm owners
who held an average of 11l acres, costing about $1665.

Nearly every farm had two or three horses both for transportation or fo
work. Oxen were used extensively to help break up the sod or yank tree stumps
out of the ground. Most farmers also raised pigs and cows which supplied cured
and salted meat for the winter. The farmer's wife usually took care of the
poultry and the gathering of eggs. Sheep raising was popular since these ani-
mals provided both meat and wool.

In order to feed the livestock plentiful crops of hay, corn and cats were
raised. Farmers also grew abundant supplies of potatoes. Wheat fields blankst-
ed many acres, but small grains such as rye, barley and buckwheat were less pop-
ular. In 1850 orchards were not yet significant, although farmers were begin-
ning to plant fruit trees. The children would often do the collecting of maple
sugar, honey and beeswax.

A decade later practically all the available acreage in Dearborn Township
could be classified as farmland. Many new residents purchased smaller farms
of 20 to 40 acres. Between 1870 and 1880 some astonishing changes came to the
Dearborn farms. Renters and tenants, for example, appeared on a substantial
number of farms. More than half of the farmers employed laborers for periods
averaging 28 weeks. Farm cash values jumped to an average of $5865. By this
time as well apple orchards appeared on eighty percent of the farms and the
crop was becoming increasingly important. With Michigan's largest city just

a short way to the east, Dearborn farmers had a hungry market for their pro-

duce. Many farmers were also adding grazing acres to accommodate larger num-
bers of sheep.

Saying that the farmer's job was never done is always an understatement.
but it was especially true a century ago. In the winter the livestock still
needed feeding and watering. Farmers also performed necessary repairs on
buildings, fences and tools. In the spring the fertilizing and plowing of
fields, the procuring and sowing of seed grains, and the caring for the new.
barn animals were demanding chores. Later the sheep needed shearing and the
more delicate plants such as tomatoes and melons had to be set out. As sum-
mer progressed the mowing and harvesting of crops began and continued through
early autumn. In late fall the remaining root vegetables had to be dug and
stored. Many animals were also butchered in the fall, salted down or smoked,
and made available for the winter. The cycle of work was endless, but the
farming community seemed to thrive.
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"THE MICHIGAN CENTRAL RAILROAD"

At 5:00 we ware off. The snorting of the engines mingled with the shouts
of the multitude, as we flew aliead, together with the novelty of 50 many cars

moving "en masse, " presented a most sublime spectacle, and excited the admira-
tion of all who beheld it.

The progress of the cars was rapid. We flew, as it were, "upon the wings
of the wind"...and in a half hour the beautiful Arsenal buildings of Dearborn-
ville hove into sight...

Passing through a tract of country which has within it the element of
wealth, and which will one day blossom in richness, in less than an hour fraom
Dearborn we were in VYpsilanti...

There were few who did not feel proud of living in an age In which the
triumphs of industry, genius, and steam were so nobly and triumphantly devel-
aped,

The event which prompted the above account was the first trip on the
Michigan Central Railroad from Detroit to Ann Arbor. These impressions were
published after this remarkable trip of October 17, 183%, in the Detroit Ad-
vertiser and Tribune. It was like a youngster riding his first bike and ex-

periencing the exhilaration of speed and seeing so much go by so fast. We
seem to lose this childlike sense of excitement today. Somehow the scund of
the Amtrak whistle, as the train speeds through Dearborn today, brings back
a little of this sense of excitement.

The modern Amtrak trains follow the route begun by early Michiganians
in 1832. The railroad which was to run through Dearborn, originally known
as the Detroit and St. Joseph Railroad, was chartered on June 29, 1832. In
1834 the route was surveyed as far as Ypsilanti. By the end of 1836 '"the
road had been grubbed" to Ypsilanti and ten miles of it had been graded.
The Michigan Central Railroad (under state control) was completed through

the village of Dearbornville in 1837. The MCRR's first run was in February
of 1838.

On that cold, gray, and snowy February day, young Governor Stevens Masan
was leading a group of prominent citizens and legislators on the railroad's
Tfirst run. Twenty-eight miles of track had been laid for the run. Track was
laid on heavy timbers half buried in the ground with crosspieces fastened with
wooden pegs. Wood rails were attached to. the crosspieces and secured with iron
straps. The wooden track was uneven and rickety. In low places, the engine
would lose traction, forcing the passengers to climb out into the snow until
the train could move again. Sometimes a push was needed. It was a long cold
ride in those unheated coaches. It took three hours to cover 28 miles to Yps!-
lanti. It was reported that at times the train reached almost fifteen miles
an hour. On the return trip the train broke down in Dearbornville and being
unabile to repair the engine, three teams of horses had to be hitched to the
trainand pull it the rest of the way to Detroit. It was after midnight when
the train finally reached Detroit. Most of Detroit's 8,000 residents were
sound asleep.
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AMERICAN CONSTITUTION SIGNERS

Part VII
Winfield H. Arnescn

{A ten part series to bhe concluded with the Spring, 1987, issue of
the HISTORIAN - the 200th anniversary year of the United States Con-
stitution's ratification,]

WILLIAM LIVINGSTON (November 30, 1723 - July 25, 1790) - NEW JERSEY

Signer William Livingsfon was born in Albany, WNew York, the son of a
wealthy landowner. AL age 14 he spent a year with a missionary in the land
of Mohawk Indians. He then attended Yale and was graduated in 1741. He chose
to pursue a law career in New York City although his family wanted him to fol-
low a mercantile business. He had strong desires to become a writer which he
pursued along with a legal life.

He was an effective lawyer but tired of the practice and built an estate
at Elizabethtown (now Elizabeth, N.J.), and planned to became a gentleman far-
mer. [An interesting note here is that shortly after moving there, a homeless,
young 16 year old boy from the West Indies stayed with his family for a time.
Livingston later sent the lad to King's College (now Columbia) and that person
was Alexander Hamilton. Later, both men signed the Constitution.] The approach-
ing turmoil with England drew Livingston into the war. He served the Continen-
tal Congress and in 1775-76 was a delegate to the 2nd Continental Congress. He
joined the militia as a brigadier general. Later in 1776 he was elected the
first governor of New Jersey and served 14 years until death came in 1790. It
was a tough position since Mew Jersey was between the twin British objectives
of New York and Philadelphia.

JAMES MADISON (March 16, 1751 - June 28, 1836) - VIRGINIA

James Madison, known lTater as the "Father of the Constitution," was the
oldest of 10 children born at Port Conway, King George County, Virginia. He
grew up at the family plantation at Montpelier., He attended boarding school
and went on to the College of MNew Jersey (now Princeton) where he completed
his studies in 2 years in 1771. There he became a member of the Whig Party.
He became involved in the Colonies' cause against the British. He served
with George Mason in drafting Virginia's first Constitution. He then was a
memper of the first State Legislature under Governor Patrick Henry. Health
problems kept him out of the military service. He represented Virginia in
the Continental Congress (1780-83 and 1786-88).

He served the State House again in 1784-86; and he became a guiding in-
fluence behind the 1785 Mount Vernon Conference and the 1786 Annapolis Conven-
tion - both led to the Constitutional Convention of 1787. He was the leading
force behind the Convention and rarely missed a session. He collaborated in
the significant essays known as the “Federalist Papers' of 1788. Madison
served the new House of Representatives (1789-97): helped found the Democratic-
Republican Party; was Secretary of State to Jefferson (1801-09) and served as
United States President (1890-17) - at which time the War of 1812 was fought.
His handling of the Louisiana Purchase negotiations were significant in the
early 1800's. Madison spent his last yegrs quietly but succeeded Jefferson as
ithe head of the University of Virginia.®
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JAMES McHENRY (November 16, 1753 - May 3, 1816) - MARYLAND

Ballymena, Ireland, was the birthplace of James FMcHenry. He was sent to
America in 1771 by his parents for health reasons. His parents arrived here
two years later and opened a store in Baltimore. James studied medicine un-
der Benjamin Rush (one of the Signers of the Declaration of Independence).
He became involved in the War for [ndependence as a surgeon and later was cap-
tured but exchanged by the British. He served Washington and the Marquis de
Lafayette. He served the Maryland legislature (1781-86) and the naticnal Can-
gress (1783-86).

McHenry was a close friend of Alexander Hamilton. Washington asked him
to serve as Secretary of War in 1796 and this appointment extended into part
of John Adam's presidency. The last 1& years of his life were quiet and spent
on his Fayetteville estate near Baltimore. He had kept a detailed diary re-
garding the Constitution and that proved valuable through the years.

THOMAS MIFFLIN (January 10, 1744 - January 20, 1800) - PENNSYLVANIA
Phiiladelphia was the birthplace of Thomas Mifflin who was the son of a
wealthy fourth generation Quaker family. ALt age 16 he was graduated from the
College of Philadelphia {now part of the University of Pennsylvania). He
helped advance the interests of this school the rest of his life. He worked
in a counting house for 4 years; visited Eurocpe in 1784; and began a Phila-
delphia mercantile business with his brother. Politics interested him and
s0 he served the State legislature (1772-76); the Continental Congress (1774-
76); and helped raise troops for the Colonial cause.

Mifflin became an aide-de-camp to Washington and served in major encoun-
ters. He later had a falling out with Washington. As President of the Conti-
nental Congress (1783-84) Mifflin had the honor of signing the ratified peace
treaty with Great Britain. He also served the Pennsylvania legislature and
was a delegate to the Constitutional Convention. He served as a President of
Pennsylvania {following Benjamin Franklin) and became the first governor. He
was a good friend of Thomas Jefferson. Wealthy most of his life, he spent
money freely. He died penniless in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, at age 56. The
state pald for hils burial expenses.
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William Livingston James Madisan James McHenry Thomas Mifflin
(New Jersey) (Virginial (Maryland) (Pennsylvania)

Four illustrations: "C. Copyrlght 1998, Unicover Corporation, Cheyenne, Wyaming
gn; p 1 b !
E2005-0000. by PerMJSHlnn."
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MUSE EDITORIAL

"WHEN DID YOU LAST USE THE HISTORICAL RECORDS & LIBRARY?"

Many of our readers and other people who freguent the Museum each year
have, at sometime in the past, made use of the extensive and diversified "His-
torical Records & Library" on the second floor of the McFadden-Ross House.
When was the last time you researched some item of personal interest which we
may have on file? If your answer is years ago, perhaps you will be amazed at
the extensive growth of this fine collection.

Some years ago this writer gave a talk in Lansing regarding the develop-
ment of our files. I had noted that the Dearborn Historical Commission got
this whole project rolling back in 1928 when the Commission was founded. The
person who introduced me that day noted that as far as the Michigan History
Division of the Michigan Secretary of State's (Office was concerned, we have
one of the finest and most extensive municipal archives in all of Michigan.
When a person hears this from peers it seems to have added meaning. It makes
the labors of the past all well worth the efforts.

Without a detailed written documentation of the past, few, if any, com-
munities will have much heritage to speak about 50 or 100 or 200 years from
now. What reliable data would historians, writers, educators, political fol-
lowers and the common man have to rely on today if the Founding Fathers almost
200 years ago had just left us with copies of the precious Constitution of the
United States and destroyed all relevent records? HNot much!

On-a smaller scale the Historical Commission and Museum Staff have been
gathering records which reflect most aspects of Dearborn's growth dating back
as far as the French Ribbon Farms of the 1780's.

* We have "History Files" about: Arsenal days, buildings and residences,
businesses & industries, churches & organizations, education, events,
families & genealogies, local government, military, nationalities,
scrapbooks, streets, transportation, utilities and more.

* We have "Manuscripts" about: Archives (public records, Township, City
and Village documents); personal-business-church-organizations; person-
alities; cemetery records; tapes (oral history); family histories and
gther related Dearborn materials.

* We have extensive microfilms regarding Archives, diaries, personalities,
U.5. Census, newspapers (1905 to present), manuscripts and other related
Dearborn materials.

* We also have books, pamphlets, journals, photographs, slides and maps.

IT any of these subjects interest you, why not make use of them soon?
You will be surprised to see how we have grown as well as have processed and
made available the collection.

In Tact, we have really outgrown our space. In the Research Division of
the Museum Mr. Baut, Mrs. Sherk, Mrs. Miga and Mrs. Alverson will be glad to
welcome you. [W.H.A]
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NEWS FROM THE MUSEUM

APPOINTMENT OF NEW HISTORICAL COMMISSIONER. Mayor Michael A. Guido recently
announced the appointment of Karin Nigosian as a member of the Dearborn Histor-
ical Commission. Mrs. Nigosian is the owner of Nigosian Oriental Carpets,
which has been located on Michigan Avenus in West Dearborn for 16 years.

Nigosian, a lifelong Dearborn resident, graduated from Dearborn High Schoal
and attended Henry Ford Community College. She is a past vice-president of the
Zonta Club of Dearborn (Business and Professional Women) and a former president
of the Women's Division, Dearborn Chamber of Commerce.

We welcome her to the Commission.

* &k F ok ok K ok kK

MUSEUM STAFF CHANGES. Gloria Potochick, Museum Registrar, resigned her posi-
tion in June. She, along with several volunteers, did extensive work on the
Museum's costume restoration project in sorting, washing, repairing and assist-
ing in photographing the collection. Gloria, who was with the Museum for 1%
years, 15 seeking permanent work., We all wish her well in the future.

% Ok kR KkR Rk K

MUSEUM LECTURE SERIES ENTERS 5TH YEAR. Our very successful "Museum Public Lec-
ture Series™ will begin on October T, 1986, and run each first Wednesday of the
month through May &, 1987 (with the exception of the January lecture which will
be held on January 7, 1987). Please note the attached sheet in the HISTORIAN
which gives detailed information on topics and lecturers. All lectures will be
held at the Dearborn Historical Museum's McFadden-Ross House, 915 Brady Street,
Dearborn at 7:30 P.M.

* k ok ok ok ok ok ok Rk Ok

UPCOMING APPRAISAL CLINIC. The Museum's annual "Antique & Collectible Apprais-
al Clinic™ sponsored by the Museum Guild of Dearborn will be held at the McFad-
den-Ross House on Saturday, October 4, 1986, from 10 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. Once
again, representatives from DuMouchelle Art Galleries will appraise up to 5
hand-carried items per person at low cost. All procesds will be used by the
Museum Guild for Museum-related projects.

k ok okok ok ok ok ok ok Ok

WE NEED YOUR HELP! Volunteers are greatly needed to aid the Museum staff in
various tasks and activities at the McFadden-Ross House and the Office. If
you know of someone who would be interested in guiding and/or helping at the
Museum call 565-3000 or stop at the office at 915 Brady.

* k% % ok & #® * &k *k &

EATING WITH THE PIONEERS. Assistance will be needed for the yearly "Eating
With the Pioneers™ program for children in October. The kids learn about and
do things associated with the days of the pioneers on the Museum premises.
Call the Education Division at 565-3000 if you would like to help for about
two hours on one or more of the days. You'll find it's great fun to work
with the children.

F S

THE GREAT PUMPKIN TO RETURN. Be sure to bring the children to see the Great
Pumpkin and friends on Saturday, October 25, at the McFadden-Ross House. Have
the kids dress up in costume for this festive occasion. Prizes will be awarded.
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RECENT DONATIONS

¢.1800 quilt, fans, shawl and exhibit
1tems

Collection of World War II insignias
and buttons

Unidentified tintypes

WAVE's World War Il uniform hat and tote
bag

Ford Motor Company photos

World War II uniforms, men's clothing and
trunks

Hotel Fordson advertising poster and exhibit

items

Ammunition box and man's nightshirt, ¢.1840

Collection of Dearborn related photos
Wedding gown and headpiece, c. 1948

Books on Michigan

Lady's costumes, ¢. 1920-30

19586 Fordson High School yearbook

Colored photographs of David & Anne Sloss
Wedding dress and baby dishes

Photos of City of Dearborn personnel
Lady's coat, c. 1880

Edsel Ford High School yearbook, 1986

Photos of Henry Ford I and Benson Ford

Photos of mooring mast at Ford Airport and

exhibit items
Photo of the Machno Family
Ford and Dearborn related photos

Michigan Civil War Centennial Observance
Commission booklets

CHARLOTTE PETROSKY

ELEANOR MAW

HONALD GIES

HELEN WORMELL
RONALD TRONT

MRS. ROGER DENTON

EDWARD DERMONT
ROSEMARY JEFFERSON
BOB MOON

KAY BUCKLES

GEORGE J. WALHOUT
CAROL BERNTH
FORDSON HIGH SCHOOL
MRS. DAVID SLOSS
MARGORIE JAHR

LUCILLE FILLMORE McMAUGHTON

ALFRED SHREVE

EDSEL FORD HIGH SCHOOL

CATHERINE RUDDIMAN

JOHN T. SMITH
CATHERINE SAVAGE
EDISON INSTITUTE

MARY ELLSWORTH
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Manuscript on "Dearborn's Early Wireless

Station" and related photos FORD R. BRYAN
Harness makers toocls MARGUERITE BILBY
Uniforms and lantern slides of Joshua Howard

School GEORGE McLAUGHLIN
Costume items, ¢. 1920-70 BETTY CONZELMAN

"THIS WAS BASEBALL??*

A Dearborn semi-professional baseball club was organized at the old rail-
road depot on March 30, 1867. Two of the club organizers were Elba D. Howe,
the station master, and Dr. Hume. A baseball diamond was laid out north of the
old Detroit Arsenal, in the vicinity of Ford Field, and the tollowing day the
team played the Village of Wayne. The score was Wayne 88, Dearborn 33.

On May 13, 1867, a new diamond was laid out near the old Upstairs-Down-
stairs School, on what is today Park and Monroe streets. Two weeks later
Dearborn played Wayne again. Six innings were completed and Dearborn took
another drubbing, 83 to 20. On July 6, however, Dearborn got even with its
old rival by defeating them 56 to 51 and two weeks later they defeated the
Wayne Star Club, 55 to 36.

Between August 13 and 20, 1867, there was a baseball tournament held in
Detrgit. The Dearborn Tempests played the Challenge and Defiance Clubs with
Elba Howe as umpire. Unfortunately, Howe gave no scores of these games.

For many years Dearborn continued to have a semi-professional baseball
team and played such teams as the Detroit Mystics, Inkster and Redfard clubs.
Dearborn played Redford on August 25, 1877, which ended in a meles. On sephtem-
ber 11, the game with Wyandotte was called after five innings due to rain.

The score was Dearborn 34, Wyandotte 14.

By the 1890s Dearborn was playing more competitive teams. On May 11,
1895, they played the Detroit Business Club. On July 4 Dearborn played the
First Gould Club of Detroit. Not caring for the umpire's calls, the Dearborn
Club was ordered off the field in the sixth inning.

Included on the Dearborn team were William Knodt, first base: Louis Howe,
second base; Ed Sims, third base; William Sims, shortstop; James Guinan, right
Tield; Van Riper, center field; F. Wallace, left field: Magoonaugh, catcher
and another Wallace, pitcher. George Gordon was the umpire.

Dearborn continued to have semi-professional baseball teams well into
the 1920s. The later teams played on the site of the Westborn Shopping Center.
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THE DEARBORN HISTORICAL
SOCIETY REPORIS

Jacqueline L, Bencher, President

Greetings from the Dearborn Historical Society, whose purpose is, "to
develop interest in the history of Dearborn, and to collect material and
artifacts."

MNew officers for the 1986 year are:
President - Mrs. Leo J. Bencher (Jacoueline)
First Vice President - Mrs. Margaret Schrader
Second Vice President - Mr. Paul Major
Recording Secretary - Mrs. Warner Pressman (Sylvia)
Corresponding Secretary - Mr. Ford Bryan
Treasurer - Mr, Ray Goeboro

Directors:
Mrs. Ruth Bruce Miss Esther Miller
Mr. Allen Copley Mrs. Marion Parkhurst
Mrs. Helen Hopkins Mrs. Ruth Rogers
Mrs. Mildred Jorgensen Mr. Norman Silk

A new roster and program is to be printed scon. All members will also
receive THE DEARBORN HISTORIAN which is published quarterly.

We have a very interesting and informative program planned for the coming
season. The Society's 1986-1987 meetings will begin Thursday, September 4,
with the traditional Pot Luck Picnic on the grounds of the McFadden-Ross House
at 6:00 P.M., rain or shine. Mr. Rick Goward of Henry Ford Community College
Instrumental Department will entertain with songs of the 20's through 50's.

A tour of the University of Michigan Museum of Natural History in Ann
Arbor is planned for Saturday, October 4. Members are to meet on the grounds
of the McFadden-Ross House at 9:15 A.M. to car pool, Tour at 10:30 A.M. and
luncheon will be served at the nearby 0ld German Restaurant at 12:00 Noon.

There will be an equally interesting meeting each month. Please consult
the new roster or newslettier for announcements of time and place of the meet-
ings.

Anyone interested in membership in the Dearborn Historical Society may
secure information by calling the Museum Office at 915 Brady, 565-3000 or the
Chairman of Membership, Mrs. Ruth Bruce, 2822 Home Place, Dearborn 48124 -
661-8675.
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PUBLIC
LECTURE SERIES

OCTOBER, 1986 — MAY

, 1987
Presented by
THE DEARBORN

HISTORTCAL MUSEUM
as a community service
at the
McFADDEN-ROSS HOUSE
915 Brady Street
Pearborn, Michigan 48124
Telephone: 313-565-3000

All eight programs are presented on the lst Wednesday of the
month at 7:30 P.M.

pHERBETNAA

October 1, 1986 - Michigan's 160th Year of Statshood by Dearbern's Robert
Tetreault, general manager of R. W. systems, Inc., who will speak on
Michigan's Sesquicentennial activities and projects.

November 5, 1986 - Locdl Boys & Girls Make Good by James Limbacher.
Limbacher {5 a telgvision personality, author & former audio-visual
director for the City of Dearborn's Department of Libraries.
present first-hand acceunts concerning Georye Peppard, Chad Everett
and Detroit-born Hollywood stars.

Mr.
He will
December 3, 1986 - Deck the Halls by Mary

fidt
at the Dearborn Historical Museum. wili present 2 slide lecture of
Christmas ornaments & decorations from Victorian .days.

cPonald, Curator of Exhibits
tect for Campbell Co.

January 7, 1987 - Preserving 0ld Photographs by Robert J. Thomas, Archi-

Mr. Ihomas will have a slide presentation and

hand-out literature on preéserving your old photographic memories.

February 4, 1987 - SLoneware by Joan kehlep. She will Have some of her

and the Museum's pieces on display when she presents a slide illustrated
talk on this ancient art of pottery.

March 4, 1987 - French Culture by Richard Carden.

M. Carden will feature

a replica of an IBTh century French military uniform plus customs that

were fashionable when the French ruled Michigan.

April 1, 1987 - The Northwest Ordinance of 1787 by Dr. Jderry Moran of the
University of Michlgan-Dearborn Campus.

lation in 18§7.

This is a very timely presenta-
tion as we will be celebrating the bicentennial of this landmark legis-

o
at the Dearborn Historical Museum.
tion and show samples of early bricks.

May 6, 1987 - Brickmaking in Dearborn by Dopald Baut, Curator of Research
n

Mr. Baut will have

o

T84
slide presenta-

!
o2
l -ﬂf‘_ﬁlmlﬂlé F R E E &z::!ﬂl——h‘lﬂi—---— I%s -—-jﬂl:.—-_:::.ﬁ'l.l'.'l_E:E{

t A EHA AN A




PRESENT

COMMI IS IOk CELIVIRT
(L] Irig

DEARBORN
HISTORICAL
MUSEUM

PAST
HENLM

BRANRCEW BICHIGAW

COMMUNITY SERVICE

DEARBORN HISTORICAL MUSEUM AND COMMISSION SERVICES

* Exhibits * Regearch
' Preservation of Two Historic Higtorical Records & Library
Argengl Era (1833-1875) Buildings Local History Files
Exhibit Annex: Farly Farming & Shops Manuseripts & Archivee
Period Rooms Microfilms
Changing Exhibits Books & Journals
Special Exhibits Pamphlets & Newspapers
* Edueqtion Photographe & Slides
Guided Tours Tapes
Local History Lectures Mape
Pioneer & Indign Lectures * Historical Markers
Musewm Collection Lectures * Publication Program
School Education Program Quarterly: THE DEARBORN HISTORIA
Juntor Historians FProgram Book: THE BARK COVERED HOUSE
* Volunteer Program Free Literature: Arvsenal, Musewm,
* Sowvenir Counter Research, Local History, Indian,
* Speeial Events Dearborn Story, Dearborm's Names,
* Cultural-Civie Meetings & Othey Special Puwnphlets

The Musewn sponsors the Museum Guild of Dearborn

The Museum is a member of':

* Amevican Assoeiation of Museums

* Ameriecan Asspetation for Stute & Loeal History
* Dearborn Community Arte Counctl

* Dearborn Genealogical Society

* Dearborm Historieal Society

* Hiatorical Soeiety of Michigan

* Michigan Archaeological Assceiation

* Michigan Museums Conference

* Midwest Museums Conference

¢ National Trust for Historie Preservation
* Orgeization of Ameprican Historians

* Society of American Archivists

Major General Henry Dearborn

| 1751-1829

The Museum and Commission assume the City named for this
responsibility of collecting, preserving Revolutionary War
and disseminating all aspects of Dear- and War of 1812

born's long heritage by means of its ed- Patriot and Statesman
ucational, exhibit and research facilities.
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{Oniginally the 1839 Powden Magazine/
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