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PATRICK AHERN, HENRY FORD.,
AND FAIR LANE

Ford R. Bryan

The reason Mr, and Mrs. Henry Ford of Dearborn, Michigan, chose the name
"Fair Lane" for their Dearborn residence has been somewhat cbscure. The name
Fair Lane is usually associated with the Irish County of Cork, and also with
Henry Ford's father, William, who immigrated from County Cork in 1847. Recent
research at the Ford Archives, Henry Ford Museum, investigating the Ahern fam-
11y with whom William and Henry Ford lived for many years, reveals a definite
connection between Patrick Ahern and Fair Lane, Fair Lane was an area in the
northwest section of Cork City, a district which in the early 1800's was a
respectable residential neighborhcod. Before that it was probably literally a
lane. Both Aherns and Fords lived in Fair Lane. Some of those Fords could
possibly have been distant relatives of industrialist Henry Ford of Dearborn.
But our interest is especially aroused when we learn that Patrick Ahern was
born and raised in Fair Lane, and that Patrick Ahern was the only grandfather
that Henry Ford really knew and loved. It is a long and intriguing story, so
let us get on with it.

W3 W

There is evidence that Patrick Ahern was born in Fair Lane, Cork, in 1804.1
His father was Daniel Ahern and his mother was Catherine Neil, He hHad a brother,
Cornelius. The brothers worked as butchers in the English Market, a large munic-
ipal meat market in Cork. When about 26 years old, Patrick joined the British
Army, while Cornelius stayed in Cork and is said to have died there.© After
Patrick's enlistment in England, the British Army shipped him to Quebeec where
he and some others quite promptly became absent without leave.3 This group
made their way to Detroit unapprehended, where Patrick learned of work at the
Detroit Arsenal, then under construction, in Dearbornville,

Sixty-eight men were on the Arsenal payroll in June, 1834, where Patrick
Aharn(sic) is shown as having worked 2I days at the posted rate of 871 cents
per day, for a total monthly pay of $21.22. Whereas most of the men signed
for their pay, Patrick made his mark which was duly witnessed by the payroll
clerk. Patrick continued his work at the Arsenal as "laborer, excavating and
grading" during July and into August of 183L. He is not listed in later months
nor following years.

Patrick's name, apparently Aherne in Ireland, began to vary on documents
from Aherne tc Aharn, Ahern, 0'Hern, O'Herin, O'Hara and other variants, per-
haps because of his desertion from the British Army, but more likely hecause
he could not write his name. Being Catholie, he may have had little intention
of fighting for the British government, but may have seen the army as a means
of getting to America. Patrick in Michigan, was saving mongy, making friends,
and in particular had met a comely spinster by the name of Margaret Stevens{on),;
an Episcopalian who may have been about 12 years colder than Patrick.

Property records show that a John Stevenson, born in Ireland, settled in
Dearborn Township in 1831, and filed a location claim in September, 1833, for
40 acres in Springwells Township, on the northeast corner of the intersection
of what is now Ford and Greenfield roads (Dearborn Ford Wocds Park). This 40O
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acres was deeded by John Stevenson (1804-1889) and his wife, Susan (1809-1875)
to Margaret Stevenson in consideration of $50 (the government purchase fee) on
July L, 1834.2 Just eleven days later, July 15, 1834, Margaret and Patrick
were married,~ and it was on Margaret's land that Patrick built a2 log cabin.

Socn after their marriage they are said to have adopted a girl, Fannie.T
It is not certain how long Fannie lived with them, but Eannie D'Heran(sic} is
shown in early records of the Scotch Settlement School. Apparently Fannie
had left by 1842 when Patrick and Margaret heard of an orphan girl in her third
year, whose mother had died and whose father, a carpenter, was killed either by
& fall from a ruof,9 or from falling through the ice of the Rouge River while
hauling legs with oxen and sleigh,l This orphan girl was Mary Litogot, daugh-
ter of Willlam Litogot of Wyandotte, Michigan. She had twe older brothers,
Saphara (1833-1878) and Barney (1838-1873), and one brother, John (1840-1862)
Wno was a year younger. There is more than one story of how the Aherns first
heard about Mary Litogot In any case, it seems that Mary was the second girl
adcptedll by the Aherns.

It is 1841 before there is a record of Patrick's buying land for himself.l®
He began buying in bits and pieces. His first purchase was in Dearborn Town-
ship, a parcel of one acre for $10 "lawful money." Then in 1842 he bought 10
acres more for $75. Both of these plots bordered Greenfield Township, and the
smaller piece adjoined Margaret's LO acres, Then in 1845, for $313.28, he
bought the NWi of the NW, of Section 18, Town 2 South, Range 11 East, amounting
to 40 acres, from a Benjamin Walker of the U. 8. Army who had obtained it from
the government in 1830. Walker took a mortgage for $145, which Patrick paid
off in 1BL46E. This is the 40 acres directly south of Margaret's property where
they had built their log ecabin, (This is the land on which Patrick later
built a new frame hcuse in which Henry Ford the industrialist was born.)
State, County, and School taxes on Marsgaret and Patrick's 91 acres for the

year %%hﬁ amounted to $3.62, and were paid by Patrick O'Herin(siec) on Jan. 9,
1846,

The 1850 Michigan Censusl® reports:

Lge Occupation Real Estate Birthplace
Patrich 0O'Hern s Farmer $1800 Ireland
Margaret O'Hern L8 - - Ireland
Mary O'Hern 10 - = Michigan

By 1847 the second contingent of Fords had arrived, thgy also from County
Cork, Ireland,1? They settled up on what is now Joy Road , 1 The father was
Jehn Ford. The mother, Thomasine, had died at sea, and the oldest son was Wil-
liam Ford, age 21. This William Ford was well acquainted with hard work and
poverty in Ireland. His family had been evicted from their 23 acres of leased
land near Clonakilty and had come to America via steerage. William had been an
apprentice carpenter in Ireland, and brought his carpenter tools with him on
his voyage to America T He immediately set to work helping his father, and
during the next few years also was employed by the Michigan Central Railroad

in the western part of the State., Carpenters were in demand to build stations,
platforms, and water tanks along the line. William's younger brother, Henry
(1830-1901), was more adventuresome, and tock off for the gold fields of Cali-
fornia and Idaho, never to return. From there he later wrote back to William



saying he could never endure the cold climate of Hichigan.la

During the 1850's, William continued to work both at home and as hired
hand, at both farming and carpentry. In 1858, William's father, John (age 60),
retired from his farm on Joy Road and went to live with his eldest daughter.

At this time John sold his 80 acres, 40 acres to William,19 and 40 acres to a
much younger son, Samuel (1837-1844). Son Henry in California seems not to
have figured in the transaction William paid his father 3600 for his L0 acres,
and was very proud of at last being a land owner;°Y so much so that his first
property tax receipt for $5.70, for the year lBﬁQ,was framed and still exists
in that frame.21

However, at this peint, William (now 34) did not build a hHouse on his own
land, but rather had his eyes on Patrick Ahern whom he admired, and on Patrick's
foster daughter, Mary (now 12), whom he admired even more. William had worked
Tor Patrick occasionally, and now was helping him build a sizeable house on the
property Patrick had purchased in 1845,

Either the 1860 census taker may have been hard-of-hearing, or Patrick
must have had a terrifying brogue, as the 1860 record of the Ahern family is
as follows:22

Age Cecupation Real Estate Birthplace
Patrie 0O'Harran 50 Farmer sLoco Ireland
Margaret O'Harran b0 = = Ireland
Mary O'Harran 16 = - Michigan

About the time Patrick's new house was being finished, William Ford mar-
ried Mary Ahern on April 25, 1861.23 Accoarding to Nevins,gh immediately after
the wedding the couple moved inte the log cabin occupied by the Aherns, and
quite scon thereafter the four moved into the large new house. (The new house,
incidentally, was on the Dearborn-Greenfield Town Line, and had to be moved in
1501 when Division Road (Greenfield) was constructed southward.) The house was
a two-stery structure with parior, kitchen-living room, and eventually five
bedrooms. In referring to this house, after having moved it to Greenfield Vil-
lage, Henry Ford is said to have remarked apparently with considerable emphasis,
"You see that home across the street there? That's my mother's home. My fa-
ther just walked intc that place. That belonged to my mother. That was my
mother's home. It was her home and my father just walked intoc the place."23

A son was born toe William and Mary in January, 1862. This son died as
an infant.20 0On July 30, 1863, a second son, Henry, was born in the Ahern
household with no great fanfare. On September 26, 1863, about twa months af-
ter Henry Ford's birth, a warranty deed was drawn, conveying Margaret O'Hearne's
(sic} 4O acres with the old cabin to William Ford and Mary in consideration
of $400. By the next year Patrick had reached age sixty, and his retirement
was imminent. On Feb. 15, 186k, Patrick Hern(sic) and Margaret Hern deeded
the new house, together with the 51 acres on which it stood, ta William Ford
for $1000. About three weeks later, March T, 1864, William received $500 in
return for a lease which granted Patrick 0O'Hearn(sic) and his wife Margcaret
this same property to be used, "for the term of their natural lives."® ALl
accounts seem to indicate that this arrangement succeeded for all concernsd.
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At this peint in time, the one year old Henry Ford, the future industrial-
ist, is living in the house now owned by his mother and father, and shared by
both foster grandparents. This is the year (1864) when Henry's grandfather,
John Ford died; and his grandmother, you remember, had died at sea. So when
Henry Ford later spoke of his grandfather or grandmother he was speaking of the
Aherns.*

William Ford was probably the typical hard-working, land-hungry farmer of
those times. On June 7, 1865, William and Mary sold the 40 acres on Joy Road,
which William had boughg in 1858 from his father for $600. This he sold to
Jacob Esper for $2500.° A $500 two-year mortgage from Esper and his wife to
William Ford eased the transaction for Esper. With this money and some more,
William was able on July 12, 1865, to buy B0 acres in Dearborn Township from
George Moir for $4000. This praperty is lecated at the northeast corner of
Ford Road and Southfield. One week later, William Ford declared his intention
to become a citizen of the United States¢é9

In 2 strangely worded legal document of March 26, 1867,30 the 40 acres where
the original log cabin was built is now deeded by Patrick O'Hearnelsic) to "Wil-
liam and Mary, his wife, of the same place ... for 400 ..." "This Grant being
of the same land devised by Margaret O'Hearne to said Mary before she was mar-
ried to said Ford, and this deed is on consideration of the love and affection
of said Grantor to said Grantees, it being expressly understood and agreed that
said Grantor Patrick 0'Hearne retains the full use and possession, occupancy,
Rents and profits of said land during the life time of said Grantor." "This
property is the sole property of said Margaret acquired before her marriage to
her present Husband." Patrick's legal signature on this document was again his
mark. This same property had been already deeded to the Fords by Margaret in
September, 1863, but without the life occupancy agreement. Patrick now seems
to be trying to recover some personal security from Margaret's L0 acres, as he
did from his own 51 acres in Mareh, 1864, And even though Patrick had now deed-
ed all of his and Margaret's property to William and Mary, he continued to pay
the taxes which had risen to over $50/yr. in 1867. On these tax receipts over
the years, Patrick's name is spelled O'Hern, 0'Hercn, O'Herine and O'Harron.3l

In less than three years Margaret Ahern died. She was buried by William
Ford in the Ford Cemetery, with = handsome cbelisk marking her grave. The
stone reads: Born 1786, Died Jan. 15, 1870, Aged 84 yrs. Patrick is said to
have revered Margaret, and to have kept her clothes neatly arranged in a closet
for years after her death 3=

William and Mary Ford now (18&7) have all of the Ahern 91 acres, plus the
80 acres bought from Moir. In a short time these Fords are recognized as pros-
perous farmers. The 1876 Wayne County Atlas proudly depicts the "Farm Residence
of William Ford, Esq., Springwell, Wayne Co., Mich." in its illustration section.

The year 1876, however, is the year that Mary (Litogot) Ford died on March
29, Tollowing childbirth. Son Henry was cnly thirteen. A cousin of Henry's
{Jane Flaherty) came to keep heouse, His grandfather would mean even more to him
now. Henry's father, William, was a good, quiet-speaking, hard-working man., He
expected his eldest son to take an interest in the farm. However, Henry, a boy

*The author uses this spelling because Henry Ford insisted in his interview
with Ann Hood that "Ahern" was the corrsct spelling.



with vision, did not like farm work. This bothered his father who is quoted
as saying such things as, "Don't know what will become of him, just tinkers
all night."33

Three years after his mother died, Henry, at sixteen, left home for the
city. Grandfather Ahern stayed on the farm for another threse years until his
death in 1882, Patrick was buried in St. Alphonsus Churchyard, Dearborn. The
old church records3* showed: "Patrick O'Hera died June 3, 1882, 83 years old.
He was Tound improvidently dead in his bedchamber." The markings on the slab
in the St. Alphonsus Cemetery were as follows: Patrick O'Herin, Died June 1,
1882, Aged 84 yrs.

The fact that Patrick was a deserter from the British Army did not emerge
until a few years before his death. It is said3? that Patrick and William were
in Detroit to buy fireworks for the Fourth of July, and William suggested going
to the horse races in Windsor. Patrick didn't want to go, much to the consterna-
tion of William., William's insistance finally led to Patrick's explanation of
why he was afraid of being appreheuded, by Canadian officials. So they came home
to Dearborn without crossing the river.

Henry Ford later recalls his own youth in a short autobiographical sketch
dated October 28, 1913:

"I remember my father hauling wood and seeing the redhead woodpecker,
swallows, bluebirds and robins. My grandfather told me the names of
all these birds. My grandfather was my mother's foster father. He
was born in Cork City, Ireland on the 1Tth of March, 180L. He came
te this country about 1825. After my mother married here, my grand-
mother lived with my parents. She died in 1870, and he in 1881. 1
do not remember her very well, but I spent many happy days with him.
When I was in Ireland in 1912, I went tc the chureh in Cork and found
the record of his birth. His name was Patrick Ahern."3

Rk Lk S ok

Henry Ford did indeed visit France, England, and Ireland during the summer
of 1912, with Clara, Edsel, and Marvin Bryant in tow. This seems to have been a
combined business and pleasure trip inasmuch as they were escorted much of the
time by Mr. White of the Paris Branch, and Sir Percival Perry of the Londen
Branch of the Ford Motor Company. Clara Ford found the birthplace of her
mother, Martha (Bench) Bryant on a street in Warwickshire, England.37 In
Ireland, Mr. Ford spent time in Bandon and Clonakilty as well as in Cork.38
In Cork he conferred with Rev, C. C. O'Connor of 5t, Mary's Cathedral, Sunday's
Well, and left a gift to the Sisters of the Assumption. Edsel's diary version
of this same day is as follows:39

"August 10, 1912

We arrived in Cork at 9:30 had breakfast at Metropole Hotel. Walked
about town. Father walked off alone-waited for him until 11, then
drove out to Blarney Castle saw some girls kiss the stone enough for
me. Had lunch there went to Bandon then to Clonakitty found Aunt Ann's
noused0 took pletures saw church and school. Drove on through rain

to Bantry Bay stayed at Vickery's Hotel-rather poor. Saw much bog,
lots of peat.”
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This 1912 trip to Great Britian is thought to have been the impetus to a
long and serious effort on the part of Mr. and Mrs. Ford to trace their ances-—
tors.

Correspondence from Rev. O'Connor began August 18, 1912, when the Rever-
end asked Mr. Ford for further information: "Can you let me know where your
grandfather, Mr. Patrick Ahern was living in 18417 If he lived in Ireland, his
name, as well as his age and parent's names will be found in the Census returns
for that year..."

By October, 1912, Rev. 0'Connor had located birth records of two Patrick
Aherns: Patrick Ahern, son of Michael Ahern and Catherine Murphy, born March
13, 1804; and Patrick Ahern, son of Daniel Ahern and Catherine lieil, born
March 17, 1804. It was some time before the Patrick of March 17 was estab-
lished as the correct one. Rev. 0'Connor stated that the Clerk would "be glad
to get L1" for the search fee. The Reverend received L5 from Mr. Ford, "to
use as your good judgement may direct." A newspaper ¢lipping from O'Connor,
with the heading "POOR CHILDREN'S EXCURSION" lists Henry Forde (per Rev.
0'Connor) as doner of twenty shillings.

A letter from Henry Ford to Rev. O'Connor on November 23, 1912,hE includes
the following paragraph which answers the Reverend's earlier inguiry:

"My grandfather, Patrick Ahern, lived here in Dearborn, Mich. in 1841,
but sometime prior to that resided at Fair Lane; and it would appear
to me that if your clerk would institute a search among the Ahern
families who resided there during earlier years, some trace of them
might be found."

The Reverend replied on December &, saying, "I shall certainly endeavor
to do all I can to trace any members of the Ahern family that may still be
living in or about Cork. Fair Lane is quite near this Cathedral, sc there
will be no diffieculty in finding cut if any of them are there or in the
district around it."

In late December, 1912, advertisements appeared in the News of the World,
the Cork Examiner, the Irish Catholie, and at least one London paper reading
as follows: T3

INFORMATION WANTED

Of the relatives of PATRICK AHERN, who resided at
Fair Lane, Cork, azbout the years 1820-1840, He
emigrated to America about the latter date, and
lived at Dearborn, Michigan, in 1841.

Any information which succeeds in locating them
will be liberally rewarded. Apply to

HENRY FORD, Ford Motor Co.
Detroit, Michigan, U.S.A.

Letters responding to the advertisements were collected by Mr. E. G.
Liebold, General Secretary to Mr. Ford, sorted and the most promising ones
forwarded to Rev. O'Connor for further evaluation and follow-up. The majority
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of the letters, as might be expected, were from fortune hunters, thinking the
name Ford meant that a very large reward, if not a legacy, was to be had. Law-
yers insisted that their clients were relatives. Some respondents merely asked
for a job, an automobile, or & little money, thinking they now knew how to reach
Mr. Ford.

Rev. O'Connor was kept busy part time for two years on this project. One
of his last letters seems to be in June, 1914. In it he says:

"I am sorry that we have not been able to locate Patrick Ahern;
this, however, was perhaps only to be expected. It is a long
ery from 1841 to 1912, and nothing having been committed to
writing, it has proved practically impossible to say for certain
who are now, in Cork, the living decendents of Patrick Ahern.
But I agree with you in saying that 'our efforts have been pro-
ductive of some results.' To say the very least, it is probable -
I am afraid I cannot say anything stronger - that Kate Ahern,
Mrs. Barry, her sister, Mrs. McNamara and her sisters are true
relations of Mr. Pord."

(Letter addressed to Mr. Lisbold,)

It is gquite obvious from this and earlier correspondence that Rev. O'Connor
was never told that Patrick Ahern died in this country, and that Patriek Ahern
was not Henry Ford's blood relative, Mrs. (Anne) Barry who had answered the
December, 1912, advertisement had indicated that she was the "oldest inhabitant
living in Fair Lane." The information she had presented to Rev. 0'Connor in
an interview was considered by O'Connor as worthy of the reward offered by
Mr. Ford. Rev. 0'Connor suggested LS.

Bits of information derived from the search initiated by Bev. 0'Connor
surfaced years later., The street called Fair Lane prior to Southern Ireland's
independence ﬁs now named Wolfe Tone, in honor of a leader of the Irish rebel-
lion of 1748. booat an earlier time, Fair Lane was a nice residential section,
later it became a poor neighborhcod where the tinkers lived.1+5 A certifiecate
of marriage between a Timothy Ahern and an Eliza Ford, both of Cork, dated 1838,
arrived at Mr. Ford's office in 1916. There is correspondence in 1926 with a
Charles Ford of 2 Welfe Tone Street, "late Fair Lane," Cork, who claimed rela-
tionship to both Fords and Aherns, and who sought work for his son in the new
Cork Plant of Henry Ford & Son, Ltd.b

Mr. Ford personally acknowledged a Mrs. Katherine Gates of Malden, Mass.,
as a neice of Patrick Ahern, and wvisited her in March of 19Eh.h7 He also
arranged to send her photographs of the old homestead in Michigan and the room
occupied by Patrick. Quoting from a 1924 letter to Mra. Gates, "One photograph
shows his original gun and old eclock. It was the custom in those days to carry
the gun in and place it at the head of the bed each night. Ancther (photograph)
gives a view of his dressing mirror, candlestick and old bible, all of which are
original."

Mr. Ford's unusual fondness for his grandfather is evident in many ways.
The meticulous attention given to Patrick's bedroom and his trusty shotgun in
the restored homestead at Greenfield Village attests to a lingering love for
his grandfather. And it is recorded that on the day of Henry Ford's death
(April 27, 1947), "About 1:30 the chauffeur picked up Mr. Ford. They inspected
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Teday Greenfield Road extends south From the intersection of old Divisien Road and 'eld South Road. It is
interesting to observe that the site of the "Mew House" (B), which was industrialist Henry Ford's birthplace,
is now approximately the center of the roadbed of Greenfield Road just south of Ford foad. There is a large
Henry Ford Birthplace State of Michigan Marker just east of this lecation. The Ford Motor Company deeded a

portion of land to the City of Dearborn during the Henry Ford Centennial Celebration in 1963, and the City
Raintains the mini park-like setting.
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the fleod damage on the estate, at Greenfield Village, and in two cemeteries.
Henry Ford wore his bedroom slippers - 'clodheppers,' he called them - as he
and Rankin (the chauffeur) plodded over the wet ground to inspect the Ahearn
tombstone at the Cathelic Cgmeuerg at Schaefer and Warren roads. Then they
returned to Fair Lane ... "% Henry Ford died at Fair Lane that evening.

LR EE R

Mr. and Mrs. Ford must have chosen the name for their stately new 1913-
15 Dearborn home quite soon after the 1912 visit to Iresland and the section
of Cork once known as Fair Lane. Mr, Ford, in particular, must have asscciat-
ed Fair Lane, Cork, with his cherished companion Patrick Ahern. It is not
surprising, then, that Fair Lane became the namé of the Dearborn estate which
has now become a personal memorial to Henry and Clara Ford.

The recent confusion concerning the origin of the name Fair Lane for the
Ford's Dearborn residence may be due to Henry Ford's association of the name
simply with his "grandfather." It could easily be inferred that Fair Lane
was the home of his grandfather, John Ford, and the birthplace of his father
William Ford. However, the fact that Henry Ford, during the 1912 trip,
searched for and found his Aunt Ann's house at Cleonakilty, approximately 30
miles from Fair Lane in Cork, indicates that there was no confusion in Mr.
Ford's mind as to the distinetion between Fair Lane and his father's birth-
place. Later, in 1925, Dr. Webster? reaffirmed the location of the Ford
family in Ireland. He found that the Fords had lived as tenant farmers just
a few miles outside Clonakilty, Ireland, and no mention is made of Fair Lane.
Thus it seems that grandfather Patrick Ahern of Fair Lane, Cork, can be given
the major credit for Dearborn's having a Fair Lane.

!#*I}J!i******}*****

INFORMATION WANTED

Of the Relatives of PATREICK AHERN,

wng resided at Falr Lane, Cork, about
the years 1820-1840. He emigrated to
America about the latter date, and lived
in Dearborn Michigan, in 1841,

Any information which succeeds in locat-
ing them, will bte liberally rewardszd.
Apply to:

HENRY FORD, Ford Motor Leo.,
105749 Detroit, Michigan, U.S.A.

The above clipping was from the Conk Exeminen, December 19,1912,
matded to Henay Foad by Ann Baany, alaling that she was the "odd-
ed4d Lthabitant Llavang in Fain Lane.” Rev, O'Connor thought she
was "paobably" a nelative of Patnick Ahenn, [Countea Fond
Archives, Henny Foad Muwseum)
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An 1876 artist's sketch of the Farm which Fatrich Ahern sold in 1864 to son-in-law William and
daughter Mary for E1000 swbjact to a lease sllowing Mary's fester parents, Patrick and Hargaret
Ahern, to live on the gremizes: for bhe rest of thelr lives. Margaret died tn 870, but Pakrick,
oW in his seventiss, was Living an the Farn with William [30) doing wost of the work. The
spall building, left foregraund, 16 the cabin in which the Akerns had Barlier lived. Henry
Ford's sister, Wargarst [Ford) Ruddiman hap Sald, "As children we had many good times playing
in the loft of the old log house =F the Aherne, The First floor was used as & shelter For the
sheep; grain and hay were stored in the loft.

{Sketch copied fros the !llustrated Historical Atlas, Wayne {ounty, Michigan, 1876

Patrick fAhern's bhedroor in
the William Ford home. Pakrick
Iived with hiz adopted daughter
and zan-in-law fren 1BE]l to 1282
from befare Henry Ford's birth
[LBB3) wntil after Henry Ford
left home (1B79), The bedroom
was in the southeast corner up-
stairs, with window Facing the
farayacd., [See |B76 skatch)

[Photograph courtesy Ford Archives,
Henry Ford Museum)
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NOTES AND REFERENCES

Acc, 23, Henay Fond Office, Box 37, Foad Archives, Henay Ford Museum.
Letteas from Rev, C. C. O'Connoa, St. Mazy's Cathedral, Conk, Frneland
frer2—rersl,

Jbad.

Hood, Ann, "The Boy Henny Foad," unpublished manuscnipt deted Apnid, 1940,
Acc. 653, Fond Anchives, Henny Foad Mudeum. Ann Hood was a pupil in the
Edison Jnatitute Schoods, and one of Henay Fond's favoriies. She managed
Lo inteaview flenay fond ai length and thus vbiein dizect infosmaiion of a
personal naturne which she necoaded in fhis wedld waitten manuwscaipd.

"Deinoit Ansenal Funda" (7-371-7833) No. 24, Mechanica & Laborex's Wages.
Reed #15, 17745, Nationad Archivea, Wastington, .C. (Copy dvocated at
Hearnboan Histoaicald Museum! |

Wayne Coundy Land Tract Recoads, Libea 12, p.86, Wayne County Registen of
Deeds, Detnoit, Michigan. (S.W.% of the S.W.%, Section 7, Township 7
South, Range 17 La4il On this deed io Margarei's propeaty hen name is
apelled Slevenaon, Ji ia thought that John and Susan Stevenson may have
been nelativea of Margaret because the 40 acaes waa sodd without a profit
and becouse a Sudan Stevens waa the only wiiness to Margared s maariage
which Look place just a few days after the dand tranaaction. Peahaps
John wa4 fMaagarnet’'s baothen. Bui hencefoath Margaret's name appearns as
Stevenas.

Ace. 940, Faank HidL Papera, Box &, p.70, Fond drchivea, Hemmy Fond Museun,
The marniage took place at 5t. Pawls in Dedroid with Addison Searde, Rectox,

flood, Ann, op.cii.
Acc. 1, Faia Lane Papens, Box 1, Foad Aachives, Henay Foad Museum. Jn a

diad of Scotch Settdement pupils, both "Fannie O'Heran" and "Mary O'Henan"
are ddatfed.

Ruddiman Margacet [Foad), "Memonies of My Brother Henay Fond," Michigan
Histony, Michigan Histoarcal Commisaion, Sept. 7953.

LitogoZ, Cdwand 6., "Reminiscences, (Typescaipt) Ace. 65, No. 196. Fond
Aachives, Hemny Fond Muwseun.

Mary (Litogod! Foad waa an "acknowledged child" of the Aheans. There scoms
to be nu necvads of legal adupiion.

Ace, 7, Faia Lane Papead, Box 3, Foad Anchives, Henay Foad Mwseum, Theae
appeas Lo be oaiginad ducuments wanraniting ouwnenship of the Ahewn-Foad
homeatead propeady.

Ace. 7, Fadla Lane Papens, Box &, fond Aachives, Henny Foad Museum.

7th Cenaws of the lnited States, "1850 Census of Detaoit and Wayne County,
Michigan, Vol. 1, [Dearboran fliistonicad Muwseum)
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Bryan, Foad R,, "The Samueld Ford Famidy," The Dearboan Historion. (o be
pubdished)

"Candy Land Transfers, Detroit and Weyne Coundy," Wayne County, Michigan
Lond Records, W.P.A. Vitald Records Pavject, Michigan State [ibrary and
O0.A.R., Louisa S£ Clain Chapten (7940). "John Foard of Gaeenfield fwp.
punchased faom Henry Maybury of Detrnoid on Jan. 15, 1848 — Ws of S %
of Seec. 35, Twp. 1,5, Range 70 &£" (County Records Vod. 32, po 2541,

Ruddiman, Marganet, op.cif.

Ace. 7, Fain Lane Papers, Box 7, Foad Axchives, Henny Fond Museum. 1865
detien fu William Foad faom hia brother, Henny, then prospecting in Jdahe
leinitony.

Ace, 7, Boik 3, op.cid.

Ruddiman, Margarei, wop.cid.

Acc. 7, Box 2, vp.cid.

dth Censwa of the United States, "1860 Censwa of Detrnoii and Wayne County
Michigan, Vod. 719." [Deatboan Histvnical Mwseum)

Acc. 1, Fain Lane Papens, fox 12, Ford Aachives, Henry Foad Musdeum. Let—
ten of Centification signed by Edwand Dueroche, Miasionary of the Congre-
gation of St. Peten's, Detnoii,

Nevina, Adlen, Ford: The Times, The Man, The Company, Chardes Scaibnens
Sond, New Yoak, T95%. “TMa. Nevins diflerns wilh Margartet Ruddiman who
said that the Foads wene seaved thein wedding suppen in the new houwse,

Litogoi, Edwasd, op.cid.
Acc. 587, Foad Cemeteny, Box 15, Foad Anchives, Henay Ford Museum.
Ace. 7, Box 3, op.cif.

Tbid.

Acc. 1, Faia Lane Papers, Box 33, Foad Aachives, Henny Ford Mwseum.
Ace. 7, Box 2, op. cid.

Ace. 1, Box &, op.cid,

Ruddimar, Margared, op.cit,

Authon convensations with Misa Olive Fond, great granddaughter of John
Foad, William Foad's fathen. (Dec, 29, 1980/

Ace. 23, Henay Fond Office, Box 30, Foad Anchives, Henay Foad Muwseum.
This infommation was collected in June, 1939 by R. H. Laind,
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35, Hood, Ann, op.cit.
36. Ace. 1, Box 1, op.cits
37. Ace. 889, Bayant Family Histony, Box 1, Foad Anchives, Henwy Ford Muwseum,

38, Henay fond's grandfathen, John Foad, had taken a life lease on 23 acnes
of dand on the Madame Estate at Caohane near Clonakiliy in 1879, Henay
Ford's fathen, William {1826-7905), was quite Likely boan there. The
famidy was forced to vacate the propenty in 1847,

39. Acec. 7, Fain Lane Papers, Box 31, Ford Aachives, Henay Ford Museum.

40, &dsed Foad's Aund Ann was most likely Anne (Nancy) Flohenty, youngen
aiaten of Henay Foad'a fathea William, She was boan neax Clonakilty,
Fredand, 1 1834, and is identified in Aeverad photographs with Henay
Foad at the Black Famm in 197171-12.

“7. Ruddiman, Margarei, op.cid.

42. Acc. 23, Henay Foad Office, fox 31, op.cit.

&3, TFbid.

b, O'Braien, Maine and Conva Cauise, A Concide Histoay of Taedand, Beekman
House, New Yozk, ca. 1970,

45, Ace. 23, Henay Foad Office, fiox 30, op. cit.

6. Ace, 23, Henay Foad Office, Box 31, op.cit.

47. Jbid.

8. Clancy, Lowide and Davis, Flozence, The Heliever, Coward-McCann, Tnc.,

New Yoak, 1960. [Paunary sousce: Rankin, Robeat, "Reminiscences,’
Acc. 65, No. &, Foad Anchives, Henny Ford Museum!

£9. Ace, 23, Henay Foad Office, Box 28, Foad Archives, Henay Ford Muaeum.
(See "Notes Topographical, Historical & Genealvgical on the Ford Family"
by Charles A. Webaten, 0.0.)

B R N
DD ¥YOU KNOW THAT HENRY FORD I SAID?...

"...We often speak of the ignorance of the past; but our distant fore-
fathers were no more ignorant than we. They were grinding the grist of exper-
ience through the mills of the mind and were discovering what was good and
what was bad for them. That is all we are doing. What will be known in the
future as the ignorance of this present generation is Jjust the residue of dis-
coveries which we shall not have time to make. Our responsibility is not to
create a perfect world but to establish our discoveries of what is right by
weeding out what we have newly discovered to be wrong, leaving to the future
its task of the same nature..."

(Source: FORUM, October 1528: ‘“Success.")
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TWENTY-FIVE YEARS IN RETROSPECT

Winfield H. Arneson

On Wovember 7, 1981, the 25th anniversary of the McFadden-Ross House as a
Museum was commemorated by the Historiecal Commission and the Museum Staff.

Un this beautiful autumn dayv a luncheon was held at the Fairlane Inn Motel
for program participants, Historical Commissioners and Staff representatives.
The program was held on the front porech of the Museum and a large audience was
in attendance. We were honored ioc have the 1Tth Regiment of Michigan Volunteer
-nfantry serve as the Color Guard and raise the flag, Further, we were pleased
5o have members of the Dearborn High Schocl Band provide the music.

May we quoile here the "Brief History of the McFadden-Ross Museum"” as pub-
lished in the printed program for the day?

Sdnce 71839 this building and these premises have been an integral
paat of the devedopmenl of the community of Deazbown. T4 was wn
4839 that the fedeaal govewnment bucdt o "powder magazine' here 40
genve the excatung (. 5. Argenad of Dearbornvidle (18313-1875)
whieh was docated two bdocks weat. The Powder Magazine predates
and seaved Uetivil's Foad Wayne a1 L2 developed during the 18404,

Aften the Araenad woa closed in 1875 and ldater auciioned in Detroit,
the Nathaniel and Edizabeih Roas famidy purchased the Powder Maga-
Fine and a laage parcel of dand around & fon conveasion to a fawm.
Vaniows changes and addifions weqe made {0 the sodid baick atauciune
(made of local bacckh| between ita puschase and the 1920 4.

Many Edizabeth Ruas, doughten uf Nathanied and Edizabeth, was the
last famedy sunvivon to {ive heqe from 1884 to 1950. Upon hen

death on fOecembes 30, 1950, her will discdvaed that her home, band,
Lhewn contents and ihe uireage were fo be given tuv Dearboan for mus-
eum purposed. She choae Lo name (i in honorz of hea mateanad (fc-
Fadden) and pateanad (Roas! fomiliea.

Aftea aumenvus alitergiiond, fuox safety and mudewn prupsaes, the
home became the aecond building of the Dearboan Historicald Mwseum
on Uctoben 27, 1956, Jt has sacved the community wedd in teams of
exhibit progaams, educationad goals, e public meeting place fon
oaganigations suppoative of the Museum work, o place for vutdoon
evendd and a home fon the Historicald Commisaion's exteonsive Hig-
tordicad Recoads and Lidacay,

Bince we have written numerous articles related to the McFadden-Rosse
story over the past 25 years, we wish to use this cccasion to gquote some of
the statements made by our speakers. The program is reproduced on page 21.

Jason Thornburg, Commission Secretary, served as the General Chairman of
the Anniversary Committee Jegsie Schneidewind, Commission Chairman, served
as Master of Ceremonies. Other members of the Committee 4included Commissiorn-—
ers Richard Hagelthorn, Andrew Petrere and Lester Twork as well as staff mem-
vers Winfield Arneson and Mary MacDeonald.



We also wish to recognize the City's Recreation Department as well as
Community Rescurces and Information Department for their assistance. In addi-
tion, the Dearborn Historical Sceiety and its president Lawrence Sheppard hast-
ed the reception following the ceremonies and this courtesy was much appreciat—
ed by all in attendance.

At this time here are some excerpts from the text of the speakers for the
memerable occasion,

Mayor John B. D'Reilly. "For twenty-five years the lives of the
gitizens of Dearborn have been enriched as a result of a very gen-
erous gift made so many years ago. This Museum is the result of

& great deal of love and Tondness and care that Mary Elizabeth
Ress had for her home town. Her genercus gift has certainly pro-
vided the means for cultural enrichment over these years and it
has meant a great deal to ocur community. I want to commend every-
ene who has had anything to do with preparing this most appropriate
event foday, It is indeed fitting that we pause and recagnize the
significance of this particular facility and that we have a better
understanding of how it can play a role in =ach of our lives for
the future..."

John Dufour. (Director of the Dearborn Recreation [Department who
assisted Miss Hoss during her last years).

"Ladies and gentlemen, ask yourself this question, 'How did a
little old sports supervisor in the Recreation Department back in
the late '40's know Lizzie Ross? Well, T krew her through my
mother-in-law, Flarence Keazley, who came to live with us in the
late forties., At that time Miss Ross had willed all this property
te the City of Dearborn to be used as a Museum after her death.
City officials with Bert Schlaff, who at the time was the Adminis-
trative Assistant to Mayor Qrville Hubbard, was Icoking for some-
one to take care of Miss Ross | They: were locking for| a practi-
cal nurse bescause she had reached the age of 8k and was having
difficulty taking care of herself.

Florence Kealey ... was employed by Miss Ross for the summer of
1950. Bhe staysd with her seven days a week. Miss Rozs, all that
time, had only two visitors - a lady by the name of Mrs. Faustman,

who took care of her furnace . and paid her bills; and a lady by
the name of Mrs.Jansson, who did her shopping for her, They came
over to the house once a wesk .. Mis:z Loss never left the house.

She was protected by one of the biggsst damn dogs I've ever seen
in my life. It was a big Cerman Shepherd That dog never left her
side. Miss Ross was very feeble and she reguired constant atten=
tion ...

[Some] little anerdotes about Miss Hoss. She fired my mother-
in-law every day. My mother-in-law would go sit in the living
room ... for ten to fifteen minutes. Then she would walk back
to the bedroom and Lizele would say, 'Am 1 glad to see you. I
Jjust fired the osther cne.' And that haprened gquite frequently.
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The following was the program for the 25th Anniversary of the McFadden-Ross
House as a museum. Commissioner Jason Thornburg served as General Chairmar.

PROGERAM

Prelad#iicersaiaes i samasirisne vesrraanrrasssss DEarborn High School Band
Director, Lawrernce L. Pye

Master of Cerembhilen. . vvoemyimys i sss s s s ¢ vees vaews Jessie Behneidewind
Chairman, Dearbeorn Histerical Commission

Color Guard & Flag Raising...evisivecuscannans seieaesinesss LTth Regiment
of Michigan Volunteer Infantry
Commander, Sgt. William G. Boudreau

The: Star Spangled Banner......... seassrrarass Dearborn High School Band
Invoeation.ccieresrsnnasnernes e Dr, William D. Mercer
Pastor, First United Methodist Church

Welcoming & Acknowledgements....vevsoconrsransnasns Jessie Bchneidewind
Remarks, Welcoming & Recognitions....... The: Honorable John B. 0'Reilly
Mayor; City of Dearborn

Personal Observations about Mary Elizabeth Ross, Benefactor.......veees

John Duf'our, Director, Dearborn Parks & Recreation

A Home Becomes & MUSEUM. « v v v eweennss L Lo A Iris Becker
Dearborn Historical Commissioner

Introduction of Spesker....... T W B R Katherine Cushman

AODLVETgary AQUTEEE . .oee wowies wmsis sy sdios The Honorable Richard Austin
Secretary of State; State of Michigan

America the Beautiful....vvvuevivinan isssssras Dearborn High Schoosl Band

Bemediabhor s iiniid Ve s i e S e T A sasssss Dr. Mercer

Postlude Muste, civiasiivnsnnastsnss s oss s .. Dearborn High School Band
e

Reception and Tea to follow immediately in the McFadden-Ross House.
Courtesy Dearborn Historical Society

Publie is cordially invited.
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She wouldn't pay my mother-in-law. My mother-in-law had to Tight
for her pay, but 1€ there were any small Jjobs to be done arcund the
house, Lizzie would tell my mother-in-law, 'Would you call John and
tell John to come over and take the ashes out of the coal furnace
«ss' TI'd come over and ... empty a couple of bushels of ashes out
in the back and she'd give me a twnety dollar bill. And in those
days twenty dollar bills wers a lot.

She'd eall me over to check the fence. There was a wooden fence
v+« a@nd maybe there might have been twc or three slats that had fal-
len down.. 1I'd nail them back together and she'd give me a twenty
dollar bill ..., but my mother-in-law had an awful time getting
paid ,,,

We used to come cut on Sunday afterncons and sit under a tree
with Miss Ross. My 2% year old son would come with us. She took
a liking to him and one day she turned arcund and [gave] a twenty
dollar bill to my wife and she said, 'T want you to buy him a
blaek suit.' Tn those days everybody wore black sults, especially
the kids.

One day during the summer, she asked me if T would drive her té
of 4 ’

Woodmere Cemetery to see the grave of her brother and T gaid, "I'd

be happy te.' BShe never lefi the place except that particular day.
She told my mother-in-law, 'You can't go. You have to stay home
and take care of the dog,' BSo poer Flerence had to stay home.

Well, we took that trip to Woodmere Cemetery, down on Dix and Ver-
HOT .a.

Zhe was a tough old lady In her own way she was very, very
kind. She had willed this whole property to the City. One of

the anecdotes ... was that Henry Ford desired this pisce of proper—
ty very, very much. In fact, it was the only piece of property
that he didn’t cwn in this ... area. And he kept after her faor

the property - to name a price. Lizzie would turn him down every
time, In desperation he offered her a million dollars for the
preperty.  She fturped it down. She told me this herself | whether
it was true or not She told me ... that ons day he presented her
Wwith a blank check and told her teo £1ill in the amount She tore
it up in front of him. Lizzie Ross had something that Henry Ford
wanted and couldn't get

Iris Becker. (Member of the Historical Commission in 1950 and

dgain dt the present time).

“"Aren't you glad that Lizzie wouldr't sell this place? It
was musty and damp and. chilly ... for the winter. As spring
went along, 1 remember Mr. Leonard Johnson [Museum Chief Curator
1955-1960] and Mr. Jim Barbee |also of the Museun staff] ... would
find some very interesting things ... We had guite 2 time with the
cleaning bui some of you who wers around then may remember the odor
and the dusi that was here just like when you go into an old build-
ing of any kind and decide to save it and make use of it ... We
made some interesting discoveries ... We spent three years changing
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this house. We had tc make some decisions ... The Commission ...
was concerned [becauss we | were going to use it for the publie.
How could we keep it a powder magazine, a lived in house, a very
much lived in house, and still make it practieal and pragmatic -
& learning place called the Museum, that people could realily
anjoy.

--- In those days everybody did everything including scrub-
bing the flosrs, washing down the walls, painting, digeing, sort-
ing, washing clothes, washing the dishes - everything ... There
was 4 lot to do ané we thank goodness for people. It wasn't just
the Commission; it was the Staff that we had which was relatively
small in those days - but a lot of pecple came [to helpl: the
neighborhood - the pecple that lived around here, [Historicall
Society people, peonle from the East End and West End [who| were
interested in this piace and who heard that Lizzie had given [the
property] to us ...,"

Richard &ustiﬂ. (State of Michigan Secretary of State and prinei-
pal speaker for the occasien. )

"I'd like ... te zangratulate all of you con your pressnce
here this afterncon. I'd like to congratulate you on your oro—
gram for this oceasinn of the twenty-fifth amniversary of the
MeFadden-Ross Museum. 1'd like to also congratulate you, and
especially the Commission, on your continuing efforts to identi-
Ty and restore appropriate reminders of your heritage which, of
course, 1s a part of Lthe ricn heritage of the pecple of Michigan.
And 1 certainly want to congratulate you on this Dearborn Histori—
cal Museum and the work that you have done in restoring this prop-
erty — making it available teo all of us.

-« It's always a pleasure to visit the great historical ex-
hibits located here in the City of Dearborn. And it hHas been
my privilege cn several cecasions to Jjoin you in commemorating
some important events in your histery, and in the history of the
City and our State. Although she lived n relatively gquiet 1life
Mary Elizabeth Ross was apparently a visionary. I would certain-
ly liked te have known her. From what I've heard she was anpar—
ently a rugged individual to put it mildly. I wish that I could
have attended the 1956 cpening of the McFadden-Ross House. From
all indications tnat must have heen an exhiiilerating experience.

This site was referred to - &8 The Detroit Arsenal at Dear-
bornville 1T has vertainly undergone an interesting transforma-
tion to domestic use. The Commandant's Quarters is now an out-
standing military museun and, of course, the McFadden-Ross House
displays the domsstic scenes. Lei's hope that Detroit doesn't
ask for the return of these valuable properties. It would start
another war and T don 't think we need angther war at this time.

I'm very proud tc be your Secretary of State and grateful for
the many opperftunities afforded me for serving the people of the
State. My experience here today is one of the many opportunities
that T have as Secrestary of State te join the people who work to
keep alive and avallable Lhe various historical media and
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facilities for communicating in a very tangible way with our
forebearers - the pioneers who struggled to carve a civilized
and good life out of the raw land, the wilderness that was
zarly America. It is important to us to be in touch with the
thoughts and the spirit of that time as we cope with a very
diffieult, rapidly changing society to which we are trying to
become accustomed.

The History Division of the State of Michigan, under the
able direction of Dr. Martha Bigelow, along with the Michigan
Historical Commission, performs functions similar to those
performed by your Historical Commission - working with local
governments and private historical groups in restoring, in
registering qualified sites, sites that qualify to the State
and Loeal Register, nominating sites for the National Register,
authorizing and providing historical markers, processing his-
torical grants and maintzining the Centennial Farms Register ...

I am geing to close these remarks by again referring to
Mary Elizabeth Hoss and this facility. Through historical
museums like this museum, we are able to look at ourselves
more clearly as individusls and relate tc the pecple who

formerly occupied this land ... to see more clearly that
God has endowsd each of us with a capacity for love and the
Power Lo survive, Ve can see more clesrly that we are ex-—

pected to understand that we must carry our individual weight —
our cbligations to our careers, our cbligations to our family,
ocur church, cur communiity. We are able to understand the val-
ue of united action on the part of entreprensurs, consumers,
workers and citizens. We learn more c¢learly that in unity most
goals are pessible but it is not easy to live alone, to work
alane,

There was nothing particularly spectacular about the life
and the style of Mary Elizdheth Boss. She lived ang worked
guietly but she was part of the fabrie of this community at
a time worthy of recalling. TIt's of great value to us to
reach back and hear these little vignettes, these little re-
minders and anecdotes apout Lizzie Hoss. BShe lived at a time
when the pace was a little slower and the future was more pre-
dictable., And God knows we are living at a time when change
1z oceurring sc rapidly that it is extremely difficult for sur
institutions to keep pace. And we need desperately to be able
to reach back and grab hold of the solid things that we can
find in our past that will remind us that we're going to see
through all of the problems we face. This is still the great-
est nation that this world has ever seen. Despite all of our
problems, we're living in probably one of the most beautiful
and richly endowed states in this nation. And you certainly
have a community of which you can be very proud. Again, I'd
like to congratulate you on what you've done to make this
facility and your past available to all of us. Thank you very
much for letting me be part of this program.

- W A
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SCHOOL SKETCHES

Fart, XX

WOODWORTH SCHOOL

The Fordson Board of Education purchased land on a portion of the Woodworth
farm for a new schoel in 1927. The cornerstone of the new building, te be named
after pioneer Alfred Woodworth, was laid in September of 1927. It was a year be-—
fore the first portion of the schocl was ready for ocecupancy, but in September
of 1928 the school was opensd to Eindergarten through sixth grade students. The
official dedication of the school took place on April 8, 1999, The school popu-
lation was so great that the sixth grade stayed on te become the Tirst seventh
grade in the school history in the fall of 1929, It was nct, however, until
1932 that the junior high was officially established by the Fordson Board of Ed-
ucation. In 1937-38 an addition of a swimming peol, enlarsed cafeteria, music
rooms, a small auditorium and classrooms was made. The cortihopedic department of
the Fordsen Public Schools was originally intended for Weodworth, but was moved
to Lowrey School in the 1930's. In 1940 the Fordson Board of Bducation purchased
some additional property just to the west of the schocl for a plaveground, Prior

to that time Woodworth students had been using Miss Eleancr Woodworth's property
as a playground and some of those students still remepber Miss Woodworth affer-
Ing them lemonade and cookies after o hard baseball practice!

Alfred Woodworth, born at China, New York in 1818, waz cne af the pioneers
who helped to shape Dearborn's very earlisst history. #s a small Boy Alfred
Woodworth ecame with his Tather, Josian, and the other members of the Woodworth
family to Bataviz, Mew York in an cx-drawn covered wagen. At the age of ten Al-

fred Woocdworth wes pound out Lo work for four
up he jelned his family on sanother move - this
settled in Greenfleld Township and Josiah purchs 48 amcres of land and bullt-a
cabin on the site of the present Woodworth Se . i Woodworth purchased

30 acres of land in 1240 and continued to buy land in the vieinity until his Farm
totaled 245 acres. Alfred Woo b wehe Jane Smith in 1843 and they
raised nine childran. The Wood L : around 1860 to accommodate
the growing family. Alfred Woodworth died in 1904 and was buried ab the Scotoh
Settlement Cemetery.

and when his four years wers
o Michigan. The Woodworths
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A SUMMARY OF THE SCHOOL SKETCHES

(Flease note: This brief summary is not intended as a complete history
of the Dearborn area schools. Additicnal research on the townships which now
make up Dearborn is being dene and the author hopes to publish a more detailed
account of the schools at a later date. However, material on the Dearborn Pub-
lic Schools, the Fordson Public Schools, the Springwells Scheols and the vari-
ous township district schools 15 guite scarce. If any reader has information
on any of these schools, the teachers, prineipals, academic or athletic ewvents
the Dearborn Historical Museum would appreciate hearing of them.)

What is today the Dearborn Publie School system has a long and proud his-
tory dating back to the 1830's and the creation of the Dearborn, Springwells
and Greenfield townships within Wayne County. Portions of these threes town-
ships and their school districts have formed what ig today the City of Dear-
born and the Dearborn Public Schools Unfertunatsly, few records of the esarly
school districts have been preserved so that the foundation history of the
Dearborn schools is guite sketchy

The present boundaries of Wayne County were established on November 20,
1826, and in 1827 the county was divided into nine townships, Two of these
tawnsh;ps were named Bucklin and Springwells and in 1829 Bucklin Township was
divided into two smaller townships - Nankin and Pekin. The early history of
Wayne County was frought with the insapnities of loecal polities which resulted
in numerous changes in township names and boundaries. On April 6, 1829, the
third annual meeting of Bucklin Township was held in the schaalncuse at Scharz-
burgh, & small eommunity on the middle branch of the Rouge River in what would
be Dearborn Heights today. Bucklin Township was divided into eight school dis-
tricts at that time. It was not until 1833 that Dearborn Township (approxi-
mately the present areas of west Dearborn and Dearborn Heights) was created
and that four School Commissioners were elected., The School Commissioners
divided Dearborn Township into nine distriets

While the development of the Dearborn Township School districts is not
especially well documented the nistory of the Greenfield and Springwells town-
ship school districts is even less clear. The boundary line between Green-
field :and Springwells townships was constantly being changed, sometimes on an
annual basis, sc that school district boundaries are equally vague. Many of
these early districts are termed "fractional districts"” - when two townships
shared & school district Students whose families owned property in more than
one township were able to attend whichever district school they wished. As a
result Henry Ford started his schooling at the Scotch Settlement School (Dear-
born Township District #1) but later attended the Miller School {Springwells
Township Distriet #5) William Ford owned property in both Springwells and
Dearborn townships, therefore his children could attend the schools in either
area.

The modern Dearborn Public Schoel system is basiecally composed of four
separate school districts The first of these distriects is the Dearborn Dis-—
trict #7 which was established in 1835 as the town of Dearbornville, around
the Detroit Arsenal, began to develop., Distriet #7 had originally been part
of the larger Dearborn District #5, but due to the growth in population a new
school was built in 1835 on Chestnut (Park) and Center (Monroe) streets. This
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one-room school was replaced in LE5T7 by the Upstairs-Downstairs School; so
named because it was a multiroom, two story building. The Dearborn Public
School was built in 1894 on Arsenal land en a block of land bounded by Garri-
son, Mason, Morley and Center (Momroe) streets. This building contained all
of the grades through high school. The first Dearborn High School graduating
class consisted of four students in 1897. 1In 1917 the Garrison School was
erected (renamed Salisbury School in 1937) making it the oldest schesl build-
ing still in use in Dearborn. Following the establishment of the Ford Trac-
tor Plant and the Ford Engineering Division in Dearborn, the population and
the schools grew very rapidly. In the ten year pericd between 1921 and 1931
the district added eight new school buildings! In 1944 Dearborn Distriet #7
schools and the Fordson School District (along with those portions of Dear-
born Schoeol Distriets #2 and #4 which fell within the City of Dearborn bound—
aries) were merged to form the Dearborn Public Schools.

The Springwells Unit School District was established in 1921 to fit the
new Village of Springwells boundaries The Miller School was built at the
same time providing the Village of Springwells with its first high school.
There was a period of great growth in the Springwells/Fordson School District
between 1921 and 1930 due toc the development of the Ford Motor Company's Rouge
Plant. The district name was changed in 1925 when Springwells was incorporated
as the City of Fordson. In that nins year period the district added eleven
buildings to its system. In 1941 Dearborn District #5 (also known as the Henry
Ford School District) was merged inteo the Fordson School District. The final
consolidation of school districts teck place inm 1944,

The fourth district to be added to the Dearborn Public Schools was the
Fairlane (formerly Dearborn District #2) Distriet in 1972. This addition com—
pleted the consolidaticn of what we call the Dearborn Publie Schools. However,
a gradually declining enrollment has caused further discussion of new consclida-
tion with neighboring school districts. What was at one time a large group of
scattered, individual scheools and scheol districts has become & unified school
system. However, a great deal of individuslity still remains within the Dear—
born Public Schools. Each buiiding and each class has its own identity and
personality - that is what a democracy does. The Dearborn Publie Schools have
strength from a proud past.

B B e e b A

1857 Upstairs-Downstairs Scheool
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MUSE EDITORIAL

"An Appeal"

At various writings through the yesrs we have indicated in THE DEAREORN
HISTORIAN the Museum's interest in decquiring various materials for the collec-
tions. The goal has always been the same: to build betier collections in or-
der to serve the community. New readers come along and again we appeal to you
to keep us in mind. We cannot emphasize too strongly that the success of the
work of the Historiecal Commission is in large part due to the concern, the gen-
erosity and the vigilance of the publiec-at-large. Of course, collections re-
fer to the written (archival) materials and artifacts. Leads as to where ma-
terials and artifacts may be found and help in promoting public awareness as
to our objectives in Dearborn as well as in the related metropolitan areas are
always appreciated.

You, the public, may also be of assistance in other ways and we list
some of them here:

* Alert us about people who should be tape-interviewed because they
have a story or knowledge of Dearborn or their families worth pre-
gerving for the future. Remember that few people write memcirs or
record certain significant information.

* Alert us about people who may have historically significant mate-
rials - both written and 3I-dimensional, which could add to the
continuing Dearborn story.

* Alert us about people who may have a particular or unique knowledge
regarding certain types of collections. This could help us update
cur general knowledge in certain areas.

Alert us about psople who may be willing to serve as a Museum Guide
a few hours each month or on a standby basis. Budget cutbacks in
recent years have made this volunteer program necessary. People
meet interesting visitors through this service. The people will be
trained to serve as Guides

* Alert us about people who may be willing to help with the many
facets of yard work as the nice weather approaches.

* Alert us about people who may be willing to assist in putting our
extensive costume collection in better order. BRecently 100 lineal
feet of racks have been assembled. Much sorting and work on the
collection remains to be done

* Alert us about people who may be willing to work with cleaning,
0iling, and restoring furniture.

* Alert us about people who may like working with school children
regarding craft projects

We will be grateful to you and our community will benefit from the know-
ledge and expertise of its ecitizens. The contacts people make are often mu—

tually rewarding. e
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NEWS FROM THE MUSEUM

NEW EXHIBITS. Updating our new exhibits,

Town Hall: adjacent to the City Council Chambers may be seen a current
exhibit featuring some of the interesting Museum clocks. Title of

the exhibit: "Time and Time Again."
McFadden-Ross House:
"80 Years of Ladies' Hats" "Ornate Pocket Watches!
"Irish Belleek" "Vietorian Jewelry"
"Vietorian Silver" "Dearborn Sports - Then and Now"

Commandant's Quarters: Always an intriguing building. Sometime, take
note of the many detalled physical features of this outstanding
1833 landmark. For example, - note the 12 and 14 foot ceilings,
the brass hardware, the hand-planed details in wood and the massive
doors.

R

25th ANNIVERSARY OF THE MUSEUM GUILD OF DEARBORN. On April 28, 1982, at Park
FPlace, the Museum Guild is scheduling a dinner to commemeorate the 25th Anni-
versary of this active Museum affiliste. In 1957 fifteen organizations first
met at the Museum and its work at the Museum has been significant ever since.
Elizabeth Albertson, a past-president of the Guild as well as a member of the
Historical Commission, is general chairman of the event., A program will rec-
ognize the Guild's accomplishments and honor its past presidents. A limited
number of tickets will be avallable to the publie should you be interested,
Call the Museum Office for further information.

Eb ko

CARRIAGE FUND UFDATE. A current and significant project of the Museum Guild
of Dearborn is to restore cone of the Museum's fine old carriages which dates
back to the 1800's. An agreement has been made to have it restored by a pro-
fessional restorer. About 1/3% of the goal has been reached by individual or
group denations. Should you wish to contribute to this worthy project contact
the Museum Office or pick up a form at the Museum. All contributions are tax
deductible. The Guild is sponsoring a raffle for an afghan, & sampler and a
cash prize. Tickets are 50¢ each or 3 for $1.00. All proceeds will go for
this project and the winners will be selected at the Heritage Fair on June 6.
All Guild members and the Museum will have tickets. Tickets may alsoc be pur-
chased at the Fair - June 5 and 6.

EHAEAE A

THE BIG FAIR IS5 COMING. Mark Saturday, June 5, and Sunday, June 6, on your
calendar. The Museum Guild of Dearborn is preparing its best and biggest
Heritage Fair ever for its 25th Anniversary Year. Two days of activities

are being planned. Frank Love is sgain the general chairman. His committees
are working hard for a successful event you won't want to miss. Some activ-
ities planned include a horse show, several car clubs showing some of their
fine restored vehicles, early gascline engines, roving musical entertainment,
many craft demonstrations, all types of coliectibles for sale, a variety of
foods and much more. The Dearborn Community Arts Couneil's "Art in the Park"
will also be held again at the Commandant's Quarters June $ and 6. Watch for
further news items as the time approaches.
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APPRAISAL CLINIC. The Museum Suild will sponeor ansthor "Antinuss Apnraisal

Ciinie" eon Baturday, April 3 at the MoFadden-Hoss House from 19 AL, = 3 PLM,
Stalker & Beos, Tne. will éo ths appralsing Charges ars 8% 00 per ilem Tor

(R i y .
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TAFED: INTERVIEWS

Career at Base Hospital 17, World War 11 MR3. ELEANOERE MAW
Concerning Dearborn's South End MES. CECILIA MANCE
Recollections of West Dearborn, ca. 1905-52 MISS MILDRED CRONOGUE
Becollections of his early iife, real estrle,

banking and organizational activities, Dearhorn

Chamber of Commerce & Dearborn Country Club MH. RUSSELL F. SMITH

Concerning Dearborn South End, World War 1[I,
sports-and his business MR, MICHAEL ADRAY

Recollections of undergraduate work at Fard
Motor, Dearborn Board of Fducation DR. GEANT U. MacKENZIE
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RECENT DONATIONS

Jacket, puttees, ca. Spanish-American War,
uniform accessories and costume items

Rifles, pistols, holsters, machete, ca. 1940's,
ammunition and uniform accesscries

Kathleen Parr manuscript "Summer Journey" and
pheotes of the Henry Ford cemestery

Dearborn related pamphlets, programs and photos
of Miller School Class, 1926, Ford Airport Bal-
loon Race, Zeppeolin and Greenfield Village May
Fesitval

Ice pick, hand truck, Henry Ford Trade School
yearbook and World War IT Army coat

1981 Divine Child yearbock, CLARION

Collection of P.T.4. material from Oxford
School

Dictaphones, ca. 1950, 1963

Iron and trivet, ca. 1920, purse and Indian
necklace

Adding machine, e¢a, 1930
Dearborn related photos

Dresses,; ca. 1935, muff, camera, basket and
exhibit items

List of owners of Dearbornville Lot 2 and book
"LOOK BACK WITHOUT EEGRET"

Slide project and glass slides
World War II Mavy unifcoms & accessories

Genealogy and history of Purdy Family and map
of Tayler Township, 1873

Minutes, reports, histeries, awards, corres-
pondence of American Legion Bed Arrow Divi-
sion, Post 361, Mavy uniform & books

Dress and suit, ca. 1940's

Baby blanket and pillow cover

MES. ELEANCE MAW

ME. JAMES HITCHCOCK

ME. FLOYD L. HAIGHT

ME. & MRS. BAY GOEBORO

MR. JACKSCON ALLMENDINGER

DIVINE CHILD HIGH SCHOOL

MES. MARGERY JAMIESON

ME. AARON J. BLUMBERG

MS. NANCY GRADY
ME. JOEN G. SMOLEY

ME. FORD R. BRYAN

MZ. JOSEPHINE A. SMITH

MISS MILDRED CRONOGUE
MRS. QEORGE McBATH

MR. & MRS. P. T. SHERMAN

MRE. IRENE CHURCH

COL. JOHN D. McDANIELS

MRS. WALTER JOHNSTON

ME. & MRS. CHARLES BALNIUS



Howard genealogy and family photo
FPhoto of Exchange Club members, ca. 1950

Photo of Dearbern Police World Champion tug-
of-war team, ca. 19359

5t. Alphonsus High yearbocks, 2 copies

Manuseript compiled for Political Science

T

class, photo of E. Roy Bryant Family, old
valentines, pen holders and health card

Berns Dearborn Ridge Subdivision abstract
Large collection of Dearborn photos

Newspaper articles of bus strike, Jitney
licenses and Jitney window signs

Plumbing and Building Codes for City of
Dearborn

Collecticn of hats and shoes, bedroom doll
and game

Early 1900's Christmas crnaments

History, photos and booklet on the 50th
Anniversary of Fairlane Assembly

List of persons eligible for military duty
in Township of Dearborn 1861 & Guide to
Henry Ford Water Works

Store catalogues, Archie Bunker game

Military manuals, World War II costume items,
WW IT Alr Force uniforms, Avon bottle

1981 campaign material

Curtain stretchers & life size Santa Claus
Books: ETORY OF LAC STE. CLAIRE, FOMANCE OF
GREETING CAED3, AVON BOTTLE ENCYCLOPEDIA,
SHIPS OF THE GREAT LAKES & toy car radio

1979, 1981 DETROIT SOCIETY FOR GENEALOGICAL

MAGAZINES, costume items, World War I Military

passes

Framed copy of the Constitution
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MRS. ARLENE ACKERMAN

MES. HEDWIG DAPPRICH

ME. ROY PAPKE

ST. ALPHONSUS HIGH SCHOOL

ME. TARA E. GNAU
MES. IRENE BINKLEY
ME. DANTIEL MULCAHY

M3, ANITA LUX
Citizen BHesources & Inf.Dept.

ME. NOEM GOMOLAK
Dept. of Public Works
MES. BETTY CONZELMAN
MRS. WANDA COWPER

REV. JOHN A. BOOHER
Fairlane Assembly

FORD ARCHIVES & TANNAHILL LIBE.

HISTORIC MEMORIALS OF DETROIT

ME. & MRS. ARTHUR JEFFERSON
MR. ROBERT XKNOOP

ME. & MES. HENRY L. MIGA

MUSEUM GUILD OF DEARBORN

MRS. MARICON PARKHURST

MR. JOSEPH RENAUD
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Abstract of Ruddiman Farm, copy of artiele
"I Worked for Mr. Ford," hymnal & ledger

Copies of the DEARBORN INDEPENDENT

Bocklets on local and Michigan history

Framed illustrations of 4 Dearborn historie
sites

Magazines, Real Estate book, Presidential
towel & photos of Calvin Building site
Abstracts of Dearborn subdivisions

World War II Army uniform and discharge of
Rabvert T. Hoover

Patch and applique guiltes, ca. 1930

Toy stilts and photos of Guimaraes children

Plague and bridge fragments of the Miller Road

bridge

Camera, ca. 1970

Streetlamps, ca. 1900, sockets & bulbs, WW IT

medal & ribtbon

Henry A. Haigh Family portraits

Collection of hats, shoes, purses & jewelry
Black beaded dress

Photos of Reuter & Theisen families

Farm implements

Sterecgraphic Library

Comprehensive collection of perscnal memor-
abilia

City of Dearborn photos, ca. 1976-1979
Collection of postecards, crocheted basket

Dedication material of the Ernest & Thelma
Breech Pavillion, Henry Ford Hospital

Collection of old books

Seashore Pool photos and attendant patch

WA

MISS CATHERINE RUDDIMAN

MR, FRANK W. SCHWARZ
MRE. JAMES SMITH

MEE. TLA 5. TAYLOR

ME.STEPHEN A, VANDERPOORTEN

ME. DUANE W. YINGER

MRZ. RONALD E. EROTHS
ME. EDWARD A. TRAYLOR

MES. DOROTHY GUIMARAES

MR. JOHN KENDILLE
Wayne County Road Commission

MEZ. JOSEPH BARNES

MR. FRANK B, LOVE
MR, HERBERT YAGLE

ME. MCRRIS D. AULCUR

MES. LOIS M. FRENTZ

MES. IRENE K. MADAR

MRS, DOROTHY PHILLIPS

MR.& MRS5. ROBERT H. RAMSDELL

KINGELEY, SARA AND HENRY Mac-
GUFFEY

DEAREOEN PRESS & GUIDE
M3. ROSE MARIE DOUE

MS. JEANETTE ASHER
Henry Ford Hospital

MS. MARTE NOLD

MRS. MARGARET K. SCHRADER
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COMMUNITY SERVICE

DEARBORN HISTORICAL MUSEUM AND COMMISSION SERVICES

E ]

Exhibits
Preservation of Two Historie
Argenal Era (1833-1875) Buildings
Exhibit Annex:
Period Rooms
Changing Exhibits
Speetal Exhibits
* Education
Guided Tours
Loeal History Lectures
Ploneer & Indian Lectures
Museum Collection Lectures
Sehool Education Program
Juntor Historians Program
Volunteer Program
Souvenir Counter
Speeial Events
Cultural-Civie Meetings

PRV A

Early Farming & Shops

* Research
HBigtorical Records & Library
Local History Files
Manuseripts & Archives
Microfilms
Books & Jowrmale
Pamphlete & Newspapers
Photographs & Slides
Tapes
Maps
* Histortical Markers
* Publication Program
Quarterly: THE DEAREORN HISTORIAN
Book: THE BARK COVERED HOUSE
Free Litergture: Arsenal, Museum,
Research, Local History, Indian,
Dearborn Story, Dearborn's Names,
& Other Special Pamphlets

The Musewn sponsors the Museum Guild of Dearborn

The Museum is a member of:
American Association of Museums

Degrborn Commnity Arts Council
Degrborn Genealogical Society
Dearborn Historieal Society
Historieal Society of Michigan
Michigan Archasological Association
Michigen Museums Conference

Midwest Museums Conference

Organization of American Historians
Soetety of American Archivists

AoX o Mo ¥ oMo N X N N

The Museum and Commission assume the
responsibility of collecting, preserving
and disseminating all aspects of Dear-
born's long heritage by means of its ed-

ucational, exhibit and research facilities.

American Assceiation for State & Local History

National Trust for Historie Preservation

Major General Henry Dearborn
1751-1829
City named for this
Revolutionary War
and War of 1812
Patrieot and Statesman




°Dearborn “Historical ¢VIuseum

1833 Commandant's Juarters
(Listed on the NATIONAL REGISTER of BISTORIC PLACES)

| Exhibit Annex
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MeFadden-Ross House and Historieal Records and Library
(Originally the 1839 Powder Magaaine)



