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COVER: In thie issue we recognize the 75th anmiversary of the founding of the
Ford Motor Company with an outline of highlights between the years 1903 and 1978.
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Greenfield Village. The original factory was located on Mack Avenue in Detroit.
The first automobile the mew corporation manufactured was the Model A (not to be
aonfused with the Model A produced botween 1828 and 1921 model runs) Runabout
showum in the center. In the beginming about 15 eare were assembled in a day.
The car seen on the left ig a 1905 Model F, and om the right a Model A Prototype
made in 1301. The photograph is reproduced here through the courteay of Green-
fteld Village and Henry Ford Musewn. The "offieial" Ford loge in the upper left
18 published through the courtesy of the Fowrd Motor Company.
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FORD MOTOR COMPANY: 75 YEARS

Doniald V. Baut and Winfisld H. Arnesan

June 16, 1903, was just another business day in Detreit as many sutomobile
menufacturers were struggling to survive and compete. However, with the passage
of time that date was to bBecome very impertant to twe men in particular and ten
gther men in general, and eventually to the industrial world. It was the day
papers of incorporation for the Ford Motor Company were officially filed =t the
state capitol in Lansing.

Alexander Y. Malecomson, a prominent Detroit cocal dealer, and Henry Ford,
a 39 year old mechanical wizard, transferred their business holdings of Ford &
Meleomson, Ltd. on June 18. These agsets consisted of: mechinery, tools, ap-
blisnces, plens, specificatians, bluenrints and patents - for the new COTPOrE-
tion - in exchange for 510 shares to be divided equally between the partners.?

Twelve investors, including Mslcomson and Ford, put their money inte a
risky venture but the action they took did, indeed, have a profound influence
on an emerging industry destined to literally put the world on wheels. Today,
three quarters of a century later, who could dispute this claim?

As reported by Allap Nevins® the Tellowing table lists the 12 investeors
and their shares as well as data regarding notes, cash paid or installment ar-
rangements:

Name Sheres Remarks
Alexander ¥. Mzleomson 255 Represented $51,0DO in stoeck
Henry Ford 255
John S. Gray 105 Investment of $10,500
John F. Dodge 50 Dodge Brothers investment
Horace E. Dodge 50 represented $7,000 in meterials

and a $3,000 note

Albert Strelow 20 5,000 cosh

Vernon C. Fry 50 $3,000 eash plus two $1.000
installments ldater

Charles H. Bennett 50 Faid off a note in 2 equal
installments

Horace H. Rackham 50 $3,500 cash and remainder in

3 unegual installments
Jdohn W. Anderson 50 Faid in cash
Charles .J. Woodall 10 $1,000 note

James Couzens

Mo
W

$1,000 cash plus & note for
the balance
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Thus, one of the world's great corporations was born, but what is more impor-
tant is that it survived. Over two thousand automobile companies came and
went.

Since the World Headgquarters of the far-flung Ford Motor Company today is
in Henry Ford's home town, Dearborn, it is appropriate and important that THE
DEARBORN HISTORIAN recognize in some =mall way the T75th anniversery of this
significant milestone in American annuls. Extensive narrative has been and
will be written about the corporate giant of Ameriecan industrial might. There-
fore, we feel = somewhat detailed, yet impressive, outline of the rise and ac-
complishments of the Ford Motor Company be recorded in this manner. Dearborn-
ites and the world can take pride in one company's significant progress from
the era of the pioneering Mcdel "T" days to the sophisticated marvels on the
highways of today.

The following outline is by no measns complete, or intended to be so, but
it does recognize significant and diverse dates in the birth, adolescence and
maturity of en automcbile success story. The Historical Commission and the
Historical Museum Staff take this opporturity to extend best wishes to the
management and employees of the Ford Motor Company during their 75th anniver-
sary.

EA IR S EE R EEE R

FORD. MOTOR COMPANY
1903 - 1978

1503 - February 28. Dodge Brothers John F. and Horace E, sign formal agree-

ment to go into business with Henry Ford and Alexender Y. Malcomson.

- June 16. Tord Motor Company inecrporated under the State of Michigan,
Stockholders: Alexander Y. Malecomson, Henry Ford, John F. & Horace E.
Dodge, Charles H. Bennett, James Cougzens, Vernon C. Fry, Horace H. HRack-
ham, John W. Andevson, John 5, Gray, Albert Strelow and Charles J. Wood-
all.

- Detroit Mamck Avenue plant cccupied.

- Model A introcduced.

1904 - Model B and Model € went inte production,
~ Detroit Piguette Avenue plant cpened.
- Ford Motor Company of Canada formed.

1505 — Model F and Model W introduced.
— Ford Manufacturing Company incorporated to make component parts,

1906 - Model ¥ (€ cylinder) introduced to replace the Model B.
- Maledmson's interest purchased,

1907 - Building of the Highland Park plant began. Flant designed by Albert
¥ahn with aid from Bdward Gray.
- Woodall, Bennett and Fry leasve the company.
- Ford Manufacturing Company absorbed by present company.

1908 - Cctober. The Model T introduced.
— The English bYranch of Ford Motor Company besan.



1910

1911

1913

1914

1915

1916

1917

1918

1919

1920

1922

1923

192}

1925

-hi-

January 1. Ford Motor Company officially moved into the Highland Park
rlant. Tt was the most advanced and efficient plant at that time and
Michigen's largest.

Henry Ford wins the Selden patent suit after an eight wvear battle.
John R. Keim Mills of Buffalc purchased for machinery.

John Dodge resigned as director and vice-president of Ford Motor Company.
Mass production introduced to the world at Highland Park.

The five-dollar a day and eight-hour day introduced.
Fair Lane mansion =<onstruction began in Dearborn,

Henry Ford, et al., went to Europe in sttempt to bring about pesce.
Henry Ford Hospitsl cpened inm Detroit,

The brass redistor Model T discontinued.
Ford Trade School opened at Highland Park.

Henry Ford & Son organized %o manufacture tractors and farm implements.
Constructien of the Rouge plant began.
A plant in Cork, Ireland, opened.

Eagle beats (submarine chasers) built at the Eouge plant for the Hawvy.
The Dearbern Independent, a newspaper, purchased to become a magazine.
Nankin Mills purchased for power source.

Henry Ford bought cut the remaining stockholders.
The Rouge plant converted from building Eagle boats to bedy making.
Azsembly plants opened in Denmark and Spain.

Ford Moter Company transferred its incorporation from Michigan to Dela-
ware,

Henry Ford & Son, Dearborn Publishing Company, Hamilton & Rossville Hy-
draulic Company, snd Dearborn Realty & Construction Company amalgsmated
inte Ford Motor Company.

Detreit, Toledo & Ironton Railroad purchased by Ford Motor Company .

Coal mines in Kentucky and West Virginis purchased,

Employees' investment plan began.

Lineoln Motor Company purchased from Henry and Wilfread Leland,
Ten thousand workers employed at the Rouge plant.
Azsembly plants in Italy and Belgium opened.

Alleghany Plate Glass plant in Pennsylvania acquired.
The Henry Ford IT and the Benson Ford ships built to commence the Ford

Fleet.
Assembly plant opened in Sweden.

The first plane leaves Ford Airport initiating regular service,
The cven hearth building began at the Bouge plant.
Assembly plant opened in France.



Lo

1926

1327

1928

1g29

1930

1931

193z

1933

193k

1935

1936

1937

1938

19392

1940

1541

The first gucecesaful Ford tri-moter airplane flown.
Asgembly plant in Cermany crpened.

The Model T discontinued with over fifteen million cars heing built,
Model A introcduced to the public.

Ford Motor Company hed thirty-five branch plants in the United States
and sebroad.

Greenfield Village and Henry Ford Museum opened,
The Detrait, Toledo % Ironton Bailroad was sold,

Cornerstones for assembly plants in Germany end Holland were laid by
Henry Ford.

The Medel A wes discontinued.
Henry Ford gave 16 ecres of land to Dearborn for disposal plant,
The first airport hotel, the Deasrborn Inn, opened in Dearborn,

The last Ford tri-motor airplane was built.
The Ford V-8 engine made its apoearance.

The Fords purchased controlling interest in the Manufacturers Bank of
Detroit.

The Ford exhibit building "Century of Progress" opened at the Chicago
World's Fair.

& glass plent, hot strip rollipg mill and cold sheet finishing mill
were built et the Rouge.

Seventy thousand pecple were employed at the Rouge plant.

The 1936 Lincocln Zephyr was introduced.

The Rotunda (moved from Chicago) opened in Dearborn.

Ford Field donated by Mr. & Mrs. Henry Ford to the City of Dearborn.
The Ford Foundation orgenized.

The Village of Alberta, Michigan, was built as a self-contained lumber—
ing town.

Henry & Clara Ford transferred 11 hundred acres of land to Ford Founda-
tion for homes, schools znd streets in Dearborn,

1530 Mercury introduced.
Henry Ford's T75th birthday anniversary celebrated.
Tire production began at Ford Motor Company.

World War Il began in Furope. British Ford plants geared for war needs,
The 1940 Linesln Continental introduced.

The Nazis marched into France, Lowlands, Norway and Denmark and seized
contrel of the Ford plants for German war production.

Ford Motor Company signed its first labor contract.
Navy School opened at Ford Motor Rouge plant.
First plastic Ford auts unveiled.



19k2-1945 - Gliders, tanks, universal carriers, Liberator bombers, trucks and
Jeeps were built by Ford Motor {ompany.

1942 - The last peacetime aute left the assembly line.
= Tire productien ceased at Ford Motor Comparny .
- Willow Run Bomber plant built at Ypsilanti.

19k3 - Bdsel Ford died.
- Henry Ford IT resigned from the Navy to enter employ of Ford Motor
Company.
- Willew Run (Edsel Ford) Expressway was completed to facilitate workers
commuting between Detreoit and Willow Fun Bomber plant.

1945 - Ford Motor Company resumed peacetime production of automsbiles.
= Henry Ferd Il toeck over Ford Motor Company .

1947 — Henry Ford died.
~ Lincoln Cosmepolitan was introduced,
- Employees investment plan ceased.

1948 - Willisam Clay Ford became & director in the Ford Motor Company .
= The Lineoln Centinentel discontinued.
- Dearborn gets deed Trom Ford Mctor Compeny to build Oskwood Hospital.

1949 — Model BoA introdiced.
- Ford Division established.

1951 - The 1952 Ford Mainline, Customline and Crestline introduced.
- Ford Motor Company purchased the Pair Lane estate.

1953 -~ Ford Motor Company celebrated its fiftieth anniversary.
- Comstruction began on a new Ford Central O0ffice Building in Dearborn,
~ Ford land purchased by Michigan Bell Telephone for construction of
affice building.

195k — The Ford Thunderbird introduced.

1955 - The Ford Central Office Building was completed.
= The Linecgln-Merecury Division discontinued.

1956 - The Continental end Lincoln divisions consolidated.
- A portion of the Fair Lane estate donated to the University of Michigan.

1957 — The Edsel intraduced.
— The Ford Fairlane introduced,
- Ford Motor Company presents deed to Civic Center tract to Meyor Qrville
L. Hubbard.

1958 — The Edsel is combined with Lincoln and Mercury.
~ Ground broken for & new police and munieipal court building in Deasrborn
on land donated by Ford Motor Company.

1959 - Ford Motor Company began issuing common stock, the first te be made
availsble teo ‘the publiec,
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1560
1961

1962
1963

196k
1967
1969

1970
1971

1973

197h
1975
1976

1977
1978

1.

2,

The Edsel discontinued.
The Mercury Comet introduced.

Phileo purchased by Ford Motor Company.
Eleetric Autolite purchased by Ford Motor Company.

The Rotunda burned.

Ford Motor Company's Research and Engineering Building was built in
Dearborn.

July 30. 100th anniversary of the birth of Henry Ford., Many celebra-
tions held in Dearborn and elsewhere.

The Ford Mustang introduced.
The Ford Torino and the Mercury Montego introduced.

The Ford Maverick, Cobra and the Mercury Marauder introduced.
The Henry Ford Centennisl Library completed.

The first Ford Capri was imported into the United States.
The Ford Pinto was introduced,

The extensive Fairlane Development was begun by the Ford subsidiary,
Ford Motor Land Development Corporation.

Ford Motor Company built its last convertible.

The Renaissance Center was begun in Detroit.

America's first mass produced metrie system automobile engine begins,
Lima, OQhioc.

Farklane Towers were dedicated on Ford Land Development Corp. land.
Statue of Henry Ford is unveiled at the Henry Ford Centennial Library.

Ford Land Development Corporation oversees the opening of the Hyatt
Eegeney Hotel, the Fairlane Medical Center, and the Fairlane Town
Center,

100 millionth Ford automobile produced.

Company celebrates Diamond Jubilee.

Operations found in 30 countries,

Rouge plant improvements and beautification completed.

Automobile nameplates included: Lineoln (Continental, Continental
Mark V, Versailles); Mercury (Bobeat, Capri, Cougar, Marquis, Monarch,
Zephyr) and Ford (Fairmont, Fiesta, Granada, LTD, LTD II, Mustang II,

Finto, Thunderbird ).
FEER AN E AR EE RSN

FOOTNOTES

Nevins, Allan, Ford: The Times, The Man, The Company, New York, Charles
Seribner's Sons, p. 237.
Ibid., p.234.
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QOOPS AND NOTES. In tne dpring, 1978, issue of The Historisn, Curater of Re-
search Nonald V. Guul notes a few errors eropped jnto hig article "Ford Motor
Company: TS Years Later." The Model N was iuntroduced in 1906. Charles J, Wood-
gll left Ford Mctor Co. in 1906, In 1919 not only Henry Ford but also his wife,
Clara, and son, Edsel, bought out the remaining stockholders. Ford Motor Co,
purchased coal mines in Kentucky and West Virginia in 1922 and 1923. Fordson
Coel Co. was established at the time. The Henry Ford Museum was dedicated in
1929 but it was not until 1933 that Greenfield Village was opened. The last
tri-motor was completed in 1933. One hundred ninety-six planes were built
between 1926-1933. In 1937 Henry and Clara Ford donated the eleven acres that
was to become Springwells Park (Ford Foundation). The Willow Run Bomber Flant
was begun in 1940 and completed in early 1943, The 1949 Lincoln Cosmopolitan
was introduced in the fall of 194B., The Michigan Bell Telephone Company's
office at Southfield and Michigan was completed in 1963 (not 1953). The first
stock sold to the publie by Ford Motor Company was in January, 1956, The mar-—
ket price was $6U.50. The Research and Engineering Building was completed in
1964, Although the Edsel was discontinued in 1959, 2,8L6 cars were produced
for the 1960 model.

The lower right photograph on page 45 is from Gate #4 locking west and not
east, In the large photo the upper left building is the iron foundry and not
the steel mill. Miller road is not in the distance but is hidden by the foundry.
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Top: An air view of the Rouge Plant of

elip with the Hewry Ford IT and the Ben rson Ford of the

Also seen in the center are huge piles of :

the making of steel. The steal wpll

distance (left) 1s Miller Road.

Lower left: The first Eagle boat leaving the "asgembly line." This

was the first product made at Ford's Rouge ubuw+ in 1814, Stxty of

these submaring chasers Were made heve bafore the end of World War I.

Lower right: A view of a part of Ford Motor looking Gﬂéﬁ toward Gate
Plent.

No. 4, the main gate to the Roug
Fhotos courtesy of

' Ford Mator Compear

uged T
7 at the upper left. In the

Tron ora aned

L L . = T4
ne Dearborn Press, 1857,

L5
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RIVER ROUGE PROJECT

The Saga of the Paving of the River Rouge
Winnie Goeboro

[EDITOR'S NOTE: The River Rouge has changed much in Dearborm in recent
years as may be noted ae one crosses the famous meandering waters at
numercus locations. Today, moderm engineering has literally paved a
V-shaped ditch in an attempt to eomtrol periodic flood conditions. The
pros and cons of the issues raised by this project have been debated ex-
tengively.

Mre. Ray (Winnie) Goeboro, as a concerned Dearvbornite, has studied
the project in depth and the following account is her story. It is
another chapter in the ever-changing commmity of Deavborn. Although
it is recent history, it eventually becomes part of cur heritage for
those people yet wnborn. W.H.4.]

The writer of this article researched and voiced concern about the fate of
the River Rouge long before most Dearbornites realized what plans had beeén mads
and also the conseguences of the plans made by officials. The information is
offered in the hope that such projects can be forestalled in the Future.

For greater enlightenment and informstion to the reader, this article about
the River Rouge channeling project will entail seversl flashbacks in time. It
is the familisr pattern, that with the passage of time, an event takes on an ad-
ded importance, in relation to more recent events. This cause and effect phen-
omena in the case of the River Rouge chammeling project proved to be revealing
end of scme importance in understanding the development of the project over the
rast thirty years.

In May, 1970, many of us were aware that some kind of construction work
wes underway con the River Rouge in the vieinity of the Ford Motor Company turn-
ing basin., However, there was no real interest or o concern on the part of the
publie as the work area was remois from the daily life of the majority of peo-
ple. As it turned out, the construction work on the Biver Rouge channeling pro-
Ject evolved inte a much larger undertaking than had been anticipated in the
early stages of planning., Because of this the rroject work was divided inte
two sections (A and B) for the purpese of letting bids to contractors.

Section A of the project which was underway in 1970 only invelved the River
Rouge from the Ford Motor Compeny turning basin nerth to the I-24 Bridge and had
elready been funded by Cougressional sporopriations. EBids for the construction
of Bection B invelving the River Rouge from the I-gl Bridge to 1/4% mile north
of Michigan Avenue were opened in April of 1972, Congressional sporopriations
for Secticn B were to be voted on in the summs=r of 1972,

During this same peried there was a marked growth in coneern for the environ-
ment. New groups as well ss established organizations became more voecal about the
need te give more atteéntion to the reletionship of a guality life and the preserva-
tion of natural enviromment. Congress passed the Environmentsl Proteetion Act
(EPA) in 1970. One of the stipulations of the EPA was that sll construction in-
volving Federal funds required an Environmental Impsct Statement (RIS,
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This chain of events made it necessary for the Army Corps of Engineers,
whe had planned the entire project and would oversee construgtion, to prepare
and file zn EIS before the work on Section B could be given to a contractor
and before Congress would appropriate funds. The EIS draft on Section B of
the River Houge Flood Control Project waa issusd in the early svring of 1972
and in acecordance with the EPA requirement, comments were invited. The final
EI5 was issued complete with the comments in June of 1972. The comments in-
cluded statements from the Departments of Interior, Commerce, Agriculture,
Transportation, Housing and Urban Development and the Environmental Protection
Agenecy; all of which expressed some reservations about all or parts of the pPro-
posed project.

Letters from organizations such as; Audubon, Michigan United Conservation
Clubs, Sierra Club, River Rouge Basin Council, Bescue the Rouge, etec., as well
as individual pitizens echoed the concern of the Federal Departments., Therse
was a chorus of protest written into the final EIS, and most pointed out that
it was important te preserve this last element of gresn space existing in the
area and suggested that other methods could be devised to control periadic
flooding., There were also comments that the true protlem, that of pollutien
from the numercus sewer outlets along the River Houge, was not being consider-
ed. These sewer outlets also added to the flood problem in times of heavy rain.
Comments from local gevernment officials in the area strongly endorsed the pro-
Jeet and felt it was greatly needed.

At this time, June, 1872, through the knowledge gained from the BEI8, this
writer became mctively involwved in resegarching the background of this project.
The background gained through long years of membership in the League of Women
Voters and their study of water resources in the late 1950's proved of wvalue
in obtaining documents and resource material for a thorough research.

Much research was done by phone and letters; mostly with P. MeAllister,
of the Detroit District Corps of Engineers, with John Dingell , United States
Congressman, and with various staffl members of the Wayne County Road Commission.
Tt was thus, informstion was obtained about the events which had getually trie-
gered the lmpetus for this projeet.

The scene changes back to April, 1947, at the time of the typical soring
thaw and rains. The River Rouge, =s usual, reose high on its flood plain and
covered the roads Between East and West Dearborn. This high water alsc flooded
the power house at the Fair Lane estate which of course knocked out all elec-
triecity at the Ford mansion. Thiz event received worldwide attention hecause
it was the same time as the passing of Henry Ford. In fact, some pecple still
errcneocusly believe that the flocd caused the death of Mr. Ford.

At the time there were claims of millions of dollars of damages from this
great Tlood. Thiz writer remembers the whole scene very well as it was the
spring thet my husbend and I were dating, and since he lived in Fast Dearborn
and I lived ir West Dearborn, it took a great effort 4o mest at the arranged
times. Tt was obvious to this writer in retrospect that the damage 8ll cecur-
red to installations and/or faecilities that were located on the floodplain,
This included Michigan Avenue which was much lower than it is today .

Because of the personal knowledge of this floocd, many lengthy discussions
were held with P, MeMllister. During one of these vheone conversations the ques-
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tion was raised about public hearings on a project of this magnitude. McAllis-
ter assured me that there had been a publie hearing, and so, from him, I was
able to obtain a copy of the minutes of & meeting held in Melvindale on Tues-
day, March 1, 1943, This document revealed the type and amount of damages that
were claimed from the flood of 1947,

The purpose of the 1949 meeting, as stated by a Colonel Rumaggi of the
Corps of Engineers, was to investigate the Biver Rouge and its tributaries,
in sccordance with the Flood Control Act of 194E. The Corps of Fngineers,
Detroit District,was assigned to be the amgency to conduct the meeting and "to
prepare a report and survey for flood control and allied purposes on the River
Rouge and its tributaries." Colonel Bumaggi, quoted portions of the Floecd Con-
trol Act of 1936 at the end of his opening statement, "Three requirements on the
part of locel interests: first, the Turnishing of necessary land and rights-of-
way; second, the release of the United States from any damages due to construc-
tion; and third, maintenance of any works srected."

The Flood Control Act of 1944 firmly established the Army Corps of Engin-
eers to be the Federal Agency to have jurisdiction whenever local governmental
units requested sssistance with fleocding problems.

Public officials and citizens attending this meeting in 1949, represented
most of the facilities where damage hed occurred in April of 1947. Each personm
was allowed to make a statement and points of interest brought ocut at the meet-
ing are all recorded in the minutes. Specific points: damage included flood-
ing of basements because of the high water submerging of the 14 Detroit sewer
outlets, which had no reverse traps; most of the propertyv damege was to build-
ings located on the River Rouge floodplain; 1925 precipitation greatly exceed-
ed that of 1947, but high water in 1925 was lower by 8 to 10 feet; the River
Rouge serves a drainage area of 298,960 acres; the situation has been sggravat-
ed by urban development since World War I1 and improved drainage facilities have
inereased the guick storm run-off te the River Rouge:; and practiecally all of the
several hundred county dreins originally built to serve agricultural communities
empty into the River Rouge systemn.

This information was supplied by city engineers from several cities ineclud-
ing Plymouth, Dearborn and Detroit. The causes of the flood were summed up by
the then city engineer of the City of Detroit: the two mmin reasons for the
flood problem is the accelerated discharge ceused by the rapid development of
the river basin with resultant greater run-off: snd the capacity of the River
Rouge being curtailed by eliminating the floedplain through building snd fill-
ing in.

ALYl of the informetion from the 1949 meeling was to be studied by the Corps
of Engineers, so that they would develop & proposed project to alleviate the
flooding conditions of the River Rouge.

Since the Corps of Engineers must deal through and with a local governmen-—
tel agency and the River Rouge Flood Contral Project involved many Jjurisdictions,
the Wayne County Board of Supervisors (now Board of Commizsicners ) passed & res-
olution on June 30, 1959, which designated the Wayne County Road Commission to
be the loesal agency to deal with the Corps of Fngineers. This resclution also
described the River Rouge project as construction "te widen and recpen the Riwv-
er Houge." This resolution for the propesal was presented to and nccepted by
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the City Council of Dearborn at that same time.

Once accepted by the local govermmental agency, the planned project was
recommended to Congress in ﬁpril,l?ﬁl:and was passed by Congress as the River
Rouge Flood Control Project included in the Flood Control Act of 1962, Begin-
ning with that date, the United 3tates budget would include a line item "River
Rouge Flood Control Project' with the appropriation needed by the Army Corps of
Engineers to proceed with the project.

Only perscns closely connected with the actual construction or holding
government positions connected with the prejeet really knew the true nature of
the project until the reguired EIS was issued in 1972. Section 4 of the pro-
Jeet and Section B as described in the EIS had grown from the original "widen
and deepen the River Rouge'" to & CEMENT CHANNEL.

During the research in the summer of 1972, it was apparent that all laws
and regulations had been adhered to, including the filing of the EIS. Hawever,
ne matter how derogatory the comments on the project, fthers was nothing in the
law to actually stop siuch a project, once it was underway. The only thing not
yet done was the Congressional appropriation for Section B, which appeared on
the United States Budget in the summer of 1072,

Hours and hours were spent writing letters and telephoning warious county,
state and federal officials alerting them to the environmental concerns that
this projeect raised. TLoecal officials were contacted asking them to request
another lock, The most telling information about environmental damage that
could be expected was written into the descriptive phrases of the EIS by the
Corps of Engineers. From the EIS: "The present aesthetic guality of the area
between T-9L and Michigan will be severely diminished" and "practically no nat-
ural, productive wildlife Habitat will survive." Congressman Dingell, in early
July of 1972 made a special trip to Dearborn to appear at an open meeting and
discussien with Dr. Dewitt of the University of Michigan, Dearborn, Science
Department. The purpose of the meeting was: %o inform Mr. Dingell of the impor-
tance of the River Rouge and its floodplain to the area; to voice public concern
to the Congress; tc educeste the public about the projeet and its consequences;
and to ereate some interest on the part of the news medie so that the press
would be a further source of information to the public,

In the summer of 1972, there was a cohcerted effort on the part of a num-
ber of persons te generate enough public understanding, conecern, and pressure
that the Congressicnal appropriation for Section B of the channeling project
could be stopped and thus an opportunity for & reevalustion would have been
created. The reality was thet the local govermments involved: Desrborn City
Council end the Wayne County Board of Commissioness, would have to make the
move to indicate to Congress through Congressman John Dingell that a reevalua-—
tion was desired. Thus, great effort was made by numersus persons and groups,
who had joined in the battle to preserve the natural environment. Discussions
with city and county officials; attendsnce at countless County Committes meet-—
ings, raising questions and presenting statements; and writing letters to of-
ficials and news editors occupied every hour of every day for several months,
for this writer,.

As everycone knows, that here in the summer of 1977, the efforts were in
vain. The cement channeling of the Hiver Houge north to Michigan Avenue is an
accomplished fact. However, meny valuable lessons have been learned from this
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experience, as the reader will learn by the following.

While the research and battle was going on about the channeling of the
River Rouge, an official Wayne County map of the River Rouge north of Michigan
came into my possession. This mep indicates a channeling project on the River
Rouge north to Ford Road, the main purpose beine the extension of Edward Hines
Drive to Michigan Avenue and also west slong the Lower River Rouge to Gulley
Road. Because of the experience and knowledge gained about governmental pro-
cedure, many besides myself knew the necessity of speaking out early and often
on citizen concerns. So, much effort has been directed toward informing the
public as well as offiecials about the future plans for the River Rouge Basin.

The procedures of government seem overwhelming and very involved, but af-
ter over five years of concentrated research and study, several facts are worth
hoting and repeating as lessons learned. They are presented here for any who
may wish to benefit from one c¢itizen'sexperiernces.

Citizens who feel that the Federal government has taken control of all
Tacets of life should be happy to know that projects such as the River Rouge
Flood Control Project was essentially controlled by locel government. Since
government procedure was little understocd, most seemed ready to resign their
fate to the Corps of Engineers. The Corps of Engineers is an arm of the Fed-
eral government that only scts when Congress directs +hem. The originsl ples
from local officials for help with a flood problem brought the Corps into the
picture. After thirty years, many are questicning the expertise of the Corps,
which is the prerogative >f any lacal body who is beset with a project proposed
by the Corps.

Any other environmental concern that citizens may have in the future will
probably be viewed with much more respect and interest especislly on the part
of affieials, as it becomes more and more apparent that everything in the en-
vironment including humens are dependent upon one ancther for the main ingred-
ients'of life.

Thus, even though the efforts of the last five years may seem fruitless
perhaps in the long run, a great desal has been gained.
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DID ¥YOU KNOW?

The Great Seal of Michigan was designed by Lewis Cass, Governor of Michigan
Territory. He presented it to the Constitutional Convention of 1835 and it
was adopted as the coat-of-arms of the State and as the State Seal.

The Latin terms on the Great Szal:
HTUEBGR! - | will defend
"'E PLURIBUS UNUM' - From many, one

51 QUAERIS PENINSULAM AMOEMAM CIRCUMSPICE' - If you seek a pleasant peninsula,
look about you.
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MEET YOUR CITY COUNCIL

In Velume 18, Number 1 of this DEARBORN HISTORIAN, we introduced you to
your new Mayor, John B. O'Reilly. In this issue we introduce the seven
members of your new 1978-1%81 City Council.

MARJORIE A. (MARGE) POWELL

By virtue of her first place finish in the
November 8, 1977, general election, Marge Powell
will serve as president of the Dearborn City
Council through 1981, She is the third woman in
Dearborn history to be elected to the legislative
body.

A Dearborn resident since 1864, Ms. Powell
long has been active in community affairs. At
present, she is historian and past president of
the Dearborn PTA Council, a member of the Ameri-
can Association of University Women and a member
of the C. J. Chapter of the Women's Philanthropic
Bdueation Oreanization (P.E.D.J.

‘Jh'sj§$ | :,;ﬁ i
Previously; Ms. Powell's public service primarily was in scheol affairs,
including: two vears as president.of the Lindbergh School PTA; two véars
(1975-77) as president of the Dearborn PTA Ceuncil; co-chairmanship of the
curriculum committee for the Superintendent's Task Force; membership on the
Title IX Committee in 1976-77; membership on the Citizens Conselidation Com-
mittee in 1976, and local chairman for the 1977 PTA State Convention held at

the Hyatt Regency, Dearborn,

Her work with the PTA and the Block Parent program led to an appointment
to the steering committee for Dearborn's most extensive crime prevention
effort ever in May, 1277.

The 1977 City Council race marked her first bid for elected pffice.
With 7,371 votes, she ran a strong seventh out of a field of 47 in the
September 13 primary election. 5She attained 19,491 votes to top all candi-
dates in the general election.

Born in Hannibal, Missouri, on May 15, 1933, Ms. Powell was gradoated
from Jefferson City (Mo.) High Schoel in 1951.

She achieved her B.S. degree in education from the University of
Missouri in 1955. At U-M, she served as president of the Association of
Women Students and vice-president of the Kappa Kappa Gamma Sorority. She
alse was named to the L.5.V. honorary society and Mortar Beard, 2 senior
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women's honorary society.

_ Ms. Powell taught French and English at Grandview (Mo.) High Scheol
from 1955 to 1957. She worked as a librarian at Michigan State University
in 1957-58, while her husband, John L. Powell, was completing work on his
masters degree.

Ms. Powell and her husband, a biclogy and chemistry teacher at Riverside
High School in Dearborn Heights, reside at 240 N. Waverly. They have one son,
Curtis, a 1977 Dearborn High graduate currently attending Michigan State Uni-
versity. T :

VAN D, MERICAS

Having served as Acting Mayor of Dearborn in
1977, Dr. Van Merican was reelected to the Dear-
born City Council in the November 8, 1977, general
election. Mericas was originally appointed to the
City Council by Mayor Orville L. Hubbard in July
of 1967 to fill the remaining six months of the
late Irving ImOberstag's term. On April &, 1974,
Mericas was again appeointed to the City Council
to £ill John J. Hubbard's unexpired term.

Van Mericas led the primary election on Sep-
tember 13, 1977, with 10,616 votes and finished
second in the November &, 1977, general election
with 18,354 votes.

In 1961 he was appointed to the City Beautiful Commission hy Mayor Hubbard.
Mericas resigned from the City Bemutiful Commission in 1967 to accept a City
Council seat but returned to the City Beautiful Commission in 1968. In 1973
he was elected president of the City Council.

Among Mericas' many community activities have been the presidency of the
East Dearborn Kiwanis Club, selection as the 1961 Father of the Year, the 1975
Inter-Service Club Council '"Member of the Year" and an active role in the
Dearborn Chamber of Commerce. Dr. Mericas' professional associations include
his 1977 election as president of the Foundation for Chiropractic Education
and Research, a Certificate of Merit from the Michigan State Chiropractic
Asspciation in 1976 and a member of the Board of (Governors of the American
Chiropractic Association in 1971.

Van Mericas was born in New York on March 9, 1917 and he graduated from
the New York Chiropractic College in 1940, He served in the United States
Coast Guard from 1941-46 in both Europe and the United States,
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Dr, Mericas has been a Dearborn resident for thirty years, having come
to the area following World War IT and has been a well known chirepractor
in Dearborn.

Kristalia and Van Mericas and their daughters, Sia and Katherine, live
at 23000 Hollander.

THOMAS D. DOLAN

Incumbent Thomas D. Dolan was reclected to
the Dearborn City Council for the fourth time in
the November 8, 1977, general election. Dolan
was first appointed to the City Council to re-
place Ralph B. Guy, Sr. in December, 1966, fol-
lowing unsuccessful attempts in the 1961 and
1964 Council elections.
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Having served as Acting Mayer of Dearborn in
1976, Dolan captured 10,458 votes in the September
13, 1977, primary election and won a third place
finish in the November 8, 1977, general clection
with 17,410 votes,

Dolan's political career began in April, 1962,
with his appointment to the City Beautiful Com-
mission. On November 26, 1962 he resigned from the City Beautiful Commission
to accept a position on the City Plan Comuission, Dolan resigned from the
City Plan Commission on August 18, 1964, to run for City Council., Following
the 1964 general election in which he ran eighth, Dolan was reappointed to the
City Plan Commission on January 15, 1965. In addition, he has served as a
delegate to the 1960 and 1964 Democratic Conventions.

Dolan's community activities include serving as the 1963 Dearborn United
Nations Day Chairman, Exalted Ruler of the Dearborn Elks in 1965 and President
of the Dearborn Lions Club, Other organizations with which Thomas Dolan is
affiliated are: the 5t. Martha's Ushers Club, Dearborn Moose Lodge 1620,
Dearborn First Friday Club and Dearborn Senators Club, to name only a few.

Thomas Dolan was born on July 21, 1922, in Detrolt, and graduated from
Chadsey High School in 1941. He served in the United States Navy from 1942
until 1945, A student at the Henry Ford Trade 5Schoel in 1941-42 and 1945-46,
Dolan was enrolled in Wayne State University's pre-law program from 1946 to
1948. In 1962 he entered the University of Michigan Insurance Program and
was a student again at the University of Michigan from 1969-72 receiving a
certificate in real estate,

Owner of the Thomas D. Dolan Insurance Agency, Dolan has been a general
insurance agent for Thirty-one years.

Charleotte and Thomas Dolan currently reside at 1917 Walnut,



~5f=

DUANE W. "PUNCH" YINGER

Now serving his first term as a City Council-
man, Duane W. '"Punch" Yinger is a member of a
Pionger Dearborn family and long has been a leader
in community affairs.

His grandfather, the late Floyd E. Yinger,
served as mayor of the City of Fordson from January,
1928, until the merger of the Cities of Fordson and
Dearborn on January 9, 1925.

A realtor since 1947, Yinger is vice-president
and associate broker for Garling, Inc., a well-
known Dearborn real estate company. He was select-
ed as Dearborn Realtor of the Year in 1969 and 1975,

Yinger has performed in a leadership capacity for the Dearborn Board of
Realtors since 1962, including service as director, treasurer, vice-president
and president (1975).

He has been a lecturer in real estate for the University of Michigan Ex-
tension Service since 1971. His professional memberships also include the
Michigan Association of Realtors (MAR) and the National Association of Real-

 tors (NAR),

Yinger served as president of the Dearborn Exchange Club in 1976-77 and
was chosen as the service club's Man of the Year in 1975, He also served as
president of the Bryant Junior High PTA and the Dearborn High Parent Faculty
Association,

His many active memberships include the Dearborn High Bopsters Club,
Fordson Varsity Alumni Association, Dearborn Pioneers Club, Dearborn Histori-
cal Society, Dearborn Senators Club, Dearborn Hills Civic Association and
Keep Michigan Beautiful, Inc.,

Yinger is a sustaining member of the Boy Scouts of America and institu-
tional representative for Cherry Hill United Presbyterian Church scouting
program.

Born on June 18, 1921, Yinger attended William Ford, Maples and Lowrey
schools before graduating from Fordson High School in June, 1939, He later
attended Fordson Junior College (now Henry Ford Community College).

He served 40 months with the U, 5. Army during World War II and was dis-
charged as a sergeant in January, 1946,

Yinger took office as a City Councilman on January 1, 1978, after finish-
ing a strong fourth in the November 8, 1977, general election with 17,261 votes.
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He narrowly missed being elected to the City Council in 1973, finishing eighth
in the race for seven seats.

He and his wife, Myrna (nee Davey), reside at 23816 Marshall. They have
four sons: Brian, 27, a Dearborn Police Cadet II; Bruce, 25, who works for the
City's Parks and Recreation Department; Paul, 20, a recent graduate of Henry
Ford Community College; and Joel, 18, a student at the same college.

MICHAEL A. GUIDO

Michael A. Guido, 23, became the youngest
Councilman in Dearborn history when he was elected
to the Dearborn Legislative body November 8, 1977.
He breaks the record set by former Councilman John
Baja who was 26 years old when appointed to the
City Council in 1954 by Mayor Orville L. Hubbard.

Guido finished tenth out of a field of 47
council hopefuls in the September 13, 1977, pri-
mary election, capturing 6,214 votes. His strong
fifth place showing of 16,932 votes in the Novem-
ber general election assured him a seat on the
seven-member body.

A lifelong Dearborn resident, Guido is in his ) ;
sophomore year at Henry Ford Community College, Dearborn, where he is majoring
in mass communications, He has been employed as a disc jockey at Uncle Sam's--
The Scene, Inc., Redford, for the past year. A trombonist, he also manages
and performs in a lecal orchestra, The Goldtones.

Guido long has been active in community affairs. He is a member of the
Dearborn Italian-American Fraternal Club, Knights of Columbus--Br., Patrick
O'Kelley Council and the Dearborn Exchange Club.

At St. Barbara's Parish, Dearborn, he is choir director, a lector and a
member of the Ushers Club. In 1975, he was elected to a three-year term on
the Parish Counecil.

Through the Dearborn Recreation Department, he has managed and sponsored
girls' softball teams.

Guido's charitable activities include assisting the Dearborn Fire Fight-
ers' annual campaign to raise funds for the National Institute for Burn Medi-
cine, Ann Arbor, Michigan, and velunteering the services of The Goldtones as
entertainment for senior citizens and handicapped youngsters,

Born on July 3, 1954, Guido was graduated from Fordson High School in 1972
where he was honored with the first "Tower Award" for his outstanding leader-
ship in school activities.
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He attended the Specs Howard School of Broadcast Arts, Southfield, and
now holds a third class-endorsed broadeaster's license from the Federal Com-
munications Commission.

He resides at 14435 Barclay.

JOHN PAZZIANESE

Dearborn schoolteacher John A. Pazzanese won :
a4 place on the Dearborn City Council in the Novem- |
ber 8, 1977, general election. No newcomer te the
local political scene, he previously had lest in
1970 bids. for seats on the Dearborn Board of Edu-
cation and the Dearborn City Council for which he
was a nominee. He also ran unsuccessfully as a
Dearborn mayoral nominee in 1973 and as a state
representative candidate in 1976.

In the September 13, 1977, primary election,
he finished eighth out of a field of 47 for the
Council race with 6,888 votes. His sixth place
showing of 16,646 votes in the general election
gave him his first public election triumph.

A lifelong Dearborn resident, Pazzanese has been an enthusiastic partici-
pant in community activities. In 1974 he helped lead a protest against ex-
cessive development of the Fairlane Town Center because of possible harm to
small businesses and Henry Ford's Wildlife Preserve. He presently is an exec-
utive board member of Citizens for Henry Ford's Wildlife Preserve.

His affiliations also include the University of Michipgan Alumni Club of
Dearborn, former vice-president; Dearborn Demecratic Club, executive board
member; and the Dearborn Italian-American Fraternal Club.

Born November 24, 1942, Pazzanese was raised and educated in the home
town of Henry Ford. He was graduated from Fordson High School in 1961, attended
Henry Ford Community College and received his B,A. degree in political science
and a teaching certificate from the University of Michigan-Dearborn in 1967.

Pazzanese taught at Vogel Junior High School, Garden City, from 1967-71
and at Austin Catholic Preparatory School, Detroit, from 1972-75.

He joined Dearborn Public Schools in 1975, teaching at Edison Junior High
School a year before moving to Adams Junior High where he currently is a
* science instructor.

He resides at 6608 Neckel,
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MICHAEL J. BANICH

With the resignation of Kenneth Budny from
the Dearborn City Council in January, 1976, Mayor
Orville L. Hubbard appointed Michael J. Banich to
fill the Council position. In the November 8,
1977, general election he won his first election
to the City Council,

In the September 13, 1977, primary election
Banich received 6,587 votes to qualify for the
November geéneral election. 15,312 votes gave him
the seventh place on the 1978-81 City Council.

Follewing brief service on the City's Parks
and Boulevards Commission, Michael Banich was
appointed to the Dearborn Traffic Commission by
Mayor Hubbard in 1852. He remained on the Traffic

—
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Commission for sixteen years and then served four years as a memher of Detroit
Mayor Roman S, Gribbs' Commission for Rehabilitatien of Narcotic Addicts., 1In
1974 Mayor Hubbard appointed Banich as Michigan Week Chairman for Dearborn on
the basis of "his impressive record of enthusiastic involvement in Dearborn
civic and business affairs." Acting Mayor Edward J. Dombrowski appointed him
to the Civil Service Board in November, 1875,

Michael Banich currently serves on the Board of Directors of the Michigan
MNational Bank of Dearborn as well as the Board of Directors of the Dearborn
Towers. Other community involvements include the Dearborn Country Club, the
Detroit Athletic Club and an active member of Sacred Heart Church.

Born in Highland Park, Michigan, on August 13, 1923, Banich grew up in
Dearborn's "Spouth End." He attended Salina School before graduating from
Fordson High School in 1946. Following two and one-half years of service as
an Army Air Force sergeant in the China-Burma-India theater during World War
IT, Banich attended the University of Detroit.

Michael Banich is currently a partner in the Dearborn Indoor Racquet Club
as well as being a manufacturer's representative for Pietrosante and Banich,

Inc..

Michael and Stella Banich live at 22700 Garrison.
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A HISTORICAL FOOTNOTE

Ralph G. Fader

Since the MeFadden-Ross House cpened its doers to the public in October,
1956, the Museum has gervad the community through educational exhibits and
lecture programs and has provided meeting rooms for many civie and cultural
organizations. But have you ever thought of the former Detroit Arsenal Pow-
der Magazine as a home for the apged, possibly operated by the Episecopsl Church?

Ooctogenarian Fleyd L, Halght, former Dearborn Histeorical Commission Chair-
man, has been doing extsnsive research of late. He posed the question, "Where
are the wills of' Lizzle Ross expressing what she wanted done with her property
on Brady Strest?"

Digging up informatien for such & reguest is fascinating and revealing.
Such & hunting expedition may nos alwavs make the newspaper c¢olumns but tell-
ing how we went about answering Mr. Haisht's reguest might be interesting to
the history lovers in the agdience,

The first step was to gather whatever background information was immedi-
ately available. Our histerical records on Rlizaebeth Ross included only one
will, the fipal will, dated Augast 25, 1949, and 1t Dbequeathed the house and
property to the City of Dearborn., Mr. Haight knew that there were at least
two other wills, though we hud no papervork to prove it. He thought thet the
first will left the Ross estate to the Episcopal Church for use as a retire-
ment home. An official from the Church, however, did not think this choice
wise at that time. Miss Hoss became displeased and in turn decided to leave
the property for = historical museunm and willed it to the Dearborn Historical
Commission., Mr. Jesse W Hollinger, Miss Ross's lawyer, told Mr. Haight sbout
the situstion, but pledged him to secrecy. Meanwhile, Mayor Orville L. Hubbard
got wind of this transactiich =snd felt there might be some complications if such
property was willed to the Commission. Consequently, & new will was written
leaving the property to the Clty for use &s & museum. But gge1n, where were
these wills?

This archivist next began making some telephcne calls. Mr. Bellinger had
gied in the Bpring of 1977, but his law partner, Watts A. Bhelly, was still prac-
ticing. A eall to his office revealed that all of Mr. Bollinger's papers alder
than 20 years were either destroyed or possibly in the possessicn of his widow
who lives in Florida., The gbservation was alsc made that if there were, in fact;
earlier wills, it would probably have been wise to destroy the formeyr ones, keep—
ing only the mast current and thus avoiding & lot of complications, This revela-
tion, however, would not help Mr. Height's historical documentation of the Ross
Houze. While no one doubted Mr. Halght's Judgment., suthentic doecutentation adds
to the overall schelarship of any piece of research.

Before writing Mr. Bollinger's widow, this archivist decided te call the
City Attorney's office. Again nothing in their files nor in the Ci ty Clerk's
office shed any new light on the situation. They, too, had only the final will,
Assistant City Attorney Eupene Forbes, however, said he would be going downitown
to Detroit to probate court and he personally would check in their files for any
clues or nape"wsrﬁ Mr. Forbes did not find additional wills but rather a nota-
tion that there had been = "contest of wills," This meant, sdcording to Me.
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Forbes; that there had to be more paperwork at the Dearborn City Hall. Mr.
Forbes, persconally went up to the dusty halls and cabinets on the third floar
of the City Hall building and there discovered & brown expanding wallet label-
ed "Ross Estate." BSure encugh, its contents conteined not only thres wills
but four! Furthermore, all were written within a time perisd of Tive months.

In the first "Last Will and Testament" dated March 18, 1949, Misz Ross
established a charitable trust fund fTor "the welfare and comfort of aged peo-
ple without sufficient means to fully maintein and support themselves and to
‘provide s home for aged persons dependent on or partially dependent on the

public for their care and meintenance." Mr., Jesse Beollinger became the admin-
istrator of this will. But by April, 1949, "Lizzie" revcked the former will,
this time bequeathing her house to the Detroit Episcopsl City Mission, again
"to be used as a home for old people.” Miss Ross also noted that her house

was & building of historie interest and, therefore, should not be sc0ld or de-
stroyed. If the church ecould not use it, then some "publiec or charitable use
can be found." One month later Miss Hess again reworked all former wills.

She now stated, "It is my wish and desire that my homestead on lot 1L& of the
Detreoit Arsenal Grounds, Dearborn, Michigan, be operated and maintained after
my death for the benefit, welfare, and education of the general public as =
historical museum and for the display of articles and property having some
historical interest or velue ineluding the furniture, vehiecles, farm =gid prient
and other articles of household or farm use, which T may own at the time of my
death..." The homestead should now be called the "MoFadden-Roes Museunm" and
should"ke conveyed to the Historical Commission of the City of Dearborn."

When the fourth and final will was written in fugust, 1949, Miss Ross be-
gueathed her homestead directly to the ity of Dearborr, to be used "for the
purpose of establishing, sguipping end maintaining such museum, as recommend-
ed by the Historical Commission of seid City."

Athough the reasons and motivation behind the verious changes in theze
wills remain somewhat clouced, one can say with certainty that these changes
considerably sltered the scope and the work of the Dearborn Historieal Museum.
Cur purpose here has been ta demonstrate on a gmall scale how digging inta the
documents of an institution cean revesl how that institution has evolved. Such
probing, while not newspaper headline material, can give = pérson a little
deeper apprediaticn of the contingency of historical events.
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1835 Toll Road Charges in Michigen

The 1835 Michigan Territorial Legislature authorized the following slid-
ing scale rates for toll roade:

A d-wheel carriage drawn by 2 HOTSE5. ... virurnrrrneesras 25 cents
A ‘d-wheel ecarriage drawn By 4 HOrses, . .uveveircivssmrssens .o 3l cents
A 2-wheel pleasure carriape......... TR, . ) [ v
A 2-wheel cart drawn by 2 HOTSES 0T OXBMu s orerensonnennnn 19 certs
drawn by 4 horses 0T OXeN. .o e i .. 25 cents
A sleigh drawn by 2 hOTSES O OXeMN.....viiensess saveesa12-1/2 cents
each additional hMorse OT OX...w v issrsseess 3 CBILS
A 1l-horse cart, wagon, sleigh, or cutter........ ... . ieeuss 10 cents
A horse and rider............ T —— sewenas Boconts
Every head of neat cattle,......ovvnrnnnnn cear s ra e sees 2 CENLS
Every head of sheep or swine......... A S S N e 1 cent

(Laws Territory Michigan, III, p. 1405)
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SCHOOL SKETCHES
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HENRY FORD COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Henry Ford Community College, Lhe ninth Iarcest of Michigan's 81 colleges
and uwniversities, is the cuterowth of twe Dearborn educational institutiors. In
1938 perents of Fordson High School students petifioned the Fordson Bosrd of Ed-
ucation to add two additional years of study (grades 19 and 14) to the Fordson
High currieufum. TFordson Juniocr Colle was the result of the petltion - with
the basement of Fordsen High Schoel being used and classes belng held during the
luneh hour and late afternoon. The Fordzon |l Sohool faenlty taught the zol-
lege ¢lasses in addition to their repulsr els The first semsster {(Fall,
1938) saw an enrollment of 88 astudents, with curriculum being copied from
the University of Michigan. Fordson Junior College eredits were transferable
to both Wayne State University and the University of Michigan,

The .".um,,_'l nT‘ ”ﬁ?‘J:‘! 'n':r-r_‘ [T retarded the

son Junlor College,
along with the repular
anrol iment rzached & peak of 189
=

1y 6% students with men
the durstion of the war.

high schosl gradustes. By Lhe “pli
students. The fall of 1243 saw the
leaving for service dally. The scho

shogl districts,
ald ."L.-‘_"D'.';:L‘:nn Junior
but with the passage

Pollowing the Sonsolidation of the Fordsan dnd Dearborn
Dearborn Junicr College was formed in 4 ]
College. Again, clasees were held =t Ferdson
of the G.I, Bill institutions of higher lesarning al] the country were
flécded with feturning servicemen, Dearbors Junier © ge grew 8o quickly the
basement of the Mitler School was presged into service. Hpace was at a premium
students from both Fordsen High ol and Desrborn Junior €ollege were trying
to use the Fordson High Beheol Library and there was the problem of what to de
with students between classes., By 1%49 Dearborn Junior College was put on the
arcradited list of the North Central i of Colleges and Secondary
Scheols,
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Un March 5, 1952, the trustees of the Henry Ford Trade School voted to
transfer all of their assets to the developing Jjunior college. The Henry Ford
Trade School had been started in 1916 at the Ford Motor Company plant in High-
land Park. The Trade School was a unique concept, ellowing young men to re-
ceive wages for their work while earning high school and college credits in
industrially related subjects, The Dearborn Board of Education was now the
parent of a burgeoning junior college - combining the assets and facilities
of the Dearborn Junior College and the Henry Ford Trade School. The school
was named the Henry Ford Community College to honor Henry Ford and to stress
the growing trend away from junior colleges to increased community invelvement.
The liquidated assets of the Henry Ford Trade School raised $1.4 million dol-
lars and land was purchased east of the Miller School building.

The fall of 195k was the groundbresking for twe new buildings behind Mil-
ler Scheol. One of these buildings, the Frederick E. Searle Technical Build-
ing, is still part of the Heary Ford Community College. The secience building,
named for Russell Hudson McCarroll, was sold to the Detroit College of Busi-
ness in 1962. The first nursing class was graduated in 1955, and the nursing
program guickly became a vital part of the Henry Ford Community College curric—
ulum. In May, 1956, two cooperative programs were developed between the col-
lege and local industries., The first of these was Cooperative Engineering, =
brogram of alternating 12 weeks of classroom work with 12 weeks of employment
at the Ford Motor Company. The second program was in Cooperative Accounting
where students attended classes on a full time basis the first year and then
alternated 10 weeks of classes with 10 weeks of work at the Ford Motor Company
or the Chrysler Corporation the second year. By the fall of 1956 Henry Ford
Community College was Miehigan's largest community college with a total enroll-
ment of 8,412 students!

In April of 1957, the Dearborn Board of Fducation requested 100 acres of
land ad)acent to the University of Michigan - Dearborn property from the Ford
Motor Company. ©On June T, 1957, the Ford Motor Company presented the Bosrd of
Edueation with 75 acres at Ford Road and Evergreen. 4 Henry Ferd Community Col-
lége Planning Committee was formed, composed of feculty members and Dearbeorn
citizens. The total funds available were $8.67 million and a building program
was established. In fact, that building program is now being completed - twen-
ty years later - with the announcement of the plans to bresk ground for a fine
arts building in the spring of 1978.

Henry Ford Community College is s growing complex of modern buildings
with a spring, 1978, enrcllment of 15,82l students. The main campus includes
the Fred Aechelman Library, the Walter Reuther Liberal Arts Building (Reuther
wes & graduate of Fordson High Schoel), and the Charles H.Pstterson Technical
Building. In addition, classes arec held at the Searle Building on Lols and
the Miller School has again been occupied by college classes with the closing
of the elementary wing. S&tout Junior High School is being used for night clas-
ges and the former Fairlane Middle Bchool is scheduled t¢ become another branch
of the Henry Ford Community College. From its small beginnings 40 years ago
the Henry Ford Community College has become a vital and setive part of Dear-
born's educational community.

EEEXARAHE AL R R LR R A LRSS



B

MUSE EDITORIAL

"Artifact Collecting at the Museum"

S0 often in museums the personnel talk s=bout the varicus kinds of items
they would like to add to the collections. This is all well and good and the
public may respond to these interests, However, many museums fail to consider
what the space limitations may be =t present or what they may be in the near
to diastant future. So, perhaps a few words of guidance in this direction may
be of help to our readers. Let us begin with a quote from the Poliey of the
Historical Commission regarding scquisitions:

"To ¢ollect the written record and artifacts of the community. Space
limitations and the asscciation of the materials tc the Dearborn siory
will necesgsarily restriet thet which is collected. Further, the Mus-
eum Staff shall colleet artifacts or three-dimeneicnal collections
based on the following order of priorities:
(a) Dearborn-related in excellent or good condition,
(b) Dearborn-related if in fair condition providing
they are unusually significant,
(e) Historieal in nature provided significant to an
interpretive or educational story deemed important
by the staff in keeping with the Conmizsion's well-
rounded Museum program.
Care should be maintained too that representative artifacts be
kept to & bare minimum, tress should be made to asguire arti-
fapts prior to 1875 so as to relate to the era of the historic
Commandant's Quarters. Further, it is also mandatory that year-
ly the Museum collection be reviewed snd those artifaets in poor
condition or those artifacts ne longer significant to the Museum's
role in the community or impraectiicable because of space limita-
tions be deaccessioned ...."

This quotation says & lot but it does face up to the realities most muse-
ums are confronted with, space limitationz. As a result of this any large items
will have to be carefully scrutinized and judgment made es to whether it could
or could not be used in Museum exhibits in the near future before they can be
acecepted. If they could be used, then perhaps cther items of lesser quality
would have to be deaccessioned. Actuslly, the same guidelines hold true for
most anything accepted. We want our many thoughtful denors to understand our
situation and perhaps by explaining this to you, in this manner, any potential
misunderstandings could be aired and cleared up.

It 1z Just logleal that we want toc accept items that are in good usable
condition, and which, when uszed in the Museum work, will reflect well on the
community of Dearborn. 4 spinning wheel with key parts mizzsing does not tell
a realistic story of pioneer life. Badly cracked china does fiot reflect on
the dishes most people would have used. A miniature whaling boat is fine in
an Fast Coast museum but dees not relete to our heritage. So, please keep in
mind thst if we turn down some item you contemplated giving to us, we did so
with the best interests of the Museum and the community in mind.
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NEWS FROM THE MUSEUM

20TH GUILD FAIR SET FOR JUNE 10. The Museum Guild of Dearborn's 20th Annual
Fair will be held Saturday, June 10, 1978, at the Museum's McFadden-Ross House
ag well as at the Commandanti’s Quarters. This year the event will be a coop-
erative effert of the Guild and the Dearborn Community Arts Couneil. As usu-
al the Guild will be operating from lhe premises of the McFadden-Ross House,
but the Arts Council will be at the recently restored Commandant's Quarters.
Combired, the two groups plan te offer the publie a variety of events, aetivi-
ties and sales.

The Guild's theme will be "Down on the Farm" and feature some of the Mu-
sgum's farming implemenis as well as have early engine demonstratiocns. The
Arts Council will feature "Art in the Park" with many individuals showing,
selling and werking on variocus types of original :art craftis and paintings.
Plans are to feature many of the Museum's quilts and coverlets which cannot
be shown often in indcors exhibits,

There will be antigue cars at both buildings, refreshments, trash and
treasures, rocks, gems and Jewelry, various demonstrations and entertairment.
The hours for the ell-day event will be 9:730 AM. to 5:30 P.M, Parking will
be available at the Ford lot just east of Mulligan's Service entrance, Ford
Field, and some limited parking on ceriain streets approved by the Dearborn
Police Departmenti. Reserve June 10th new and plan to "come to the Fair" and
meet friends and enjoy yourself. It will also be a nice opportunity to see
ihe restored Commandant's Quarters if you have not been there in recent years,
The newspapers will have more information later.
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HISTORICAL COMMISSION TO DEDICATE MARKER AT FORD ROUGE PLANT. Plans are being
drawn by the Historical Commission to publicly dedicate a otate of' Michigan
marker near Gate #4 of the Rouge Plant on May 25, 1978, during "Michigan Week."
The Rouge story is unique to Dearborn and has had world-wide importance through
the years. Watch the newspapers about further details,
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HISTORICAL COMMISSICN TO COOPERATE WITH FORD AEROSPORTS CLUB IN MARKER PROGRAM,
On May 24, 1978, the rora Aerosports Club of Dearborn will dedicate a unique
marker gt the Henry Ford Hospital Clinic in Dearborn's Fairlesne Center. The
subject of the text is "Michigan's First Air Rescue" of an injured person
which took place in 1931, A Ford tri-motor alrplane was involved. The marker
dedication, according 1o Richard Hagelthorn, spokesman for the Asrosports

Club, will be held in conjunction with the Historieal Commissicn. The actusl
time will be made public later. The public is welcome to attend this brief
event, too.
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NEW EXHIBITS AT MUSEUM.

"You Light Up My Life" - Antique lighting from candles o kerocsene.
"Feather Fans" - "Fashion in Metal' - old purses - "A Child's World" -
"Antique Easter Cards"™ - "Costumes of the Early 1900's"

All in the MeFadden-Boss House.
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RECENT DONATIONS

Books, postcards and. article on Abraham
Linceln

Abraham Lincoln memorabilia

Papers taken from the cornerstone of Post
Office on Maple Street

Dearborn RBecreation 24th annusl Anniversary
Program

s0th anniversary bocklet of the Players
(fuild of Deerborn

Inaugural speech and photos of Mayor
0'Reilly and Council

Genealogy of Nowlin Family

Photo of Lapham House

Manuscript, "Ford Homes"

[
.-'_}.I

Mount ¥elly Cemetery records

Book - The Ford Road - T75ith Annives CSETY of f ﬁk‘

the Ford Motor Compary - 1903-1978
Pe e
9??-@

5,

ME. A. L. SPOONER

MES. RAY H. ADAME

MR. HOOD BIGOERS

ME. ALEX GILLESPIE
PLAYERS GUILD OF DEAREBOREN
MES. URBULA JACKSON

ME. DOYNE JACKSON

MRS, PATRICTA GEE

ME. EDWARD H. BOVICH

ME. GART M. DYMSKI

ME. JOSEPH E. SANKOVICH

{ LORIN SORENSEN (Author)

TAFED INTERVIEW

Concerning his relaticonship with the Ford
family and his part in the moving of homes
from Ford Boed to cother locations.

Lapham house on
Morley Street.

ME. RUSBELL J. BURNS
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COMMUNITY SERVICE
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DEARBORN HISTORICAL MUSEUM AND COMMISSION SERVICES

* Exhibits
Pregervation of Twe Historic
Argengl Era (1833-1875) Buildings
Exhibit Annex: Early Farming & Shops
Period Rooms :
Chaniging Exhibits
Spectal Exhibits
* Bdueation
Gutded Tours
Loegl Hietory lLectures
Pioneer & Indicn Lectures
Museum Collection Lectures
Sehpol Edupaticn Program
Junior Historians Frogram
Velimteer Progranm
Sowveniy Cowtter
Special Hvents
Eultural-Civie Mectings
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% Regeagrch

Historical Records & Library
Loeal History Files
Manuseripts & Archives
Miorofilms
Books & Journals
FPamphlets & Newspapere
Photographs & Slides
Topes
MHaps

# Historical Markers
* Publication Program

Quarterly: THE DEARBORN HISTORIAN

Bogk: THE BARK COVERED HOUSE

Freg [iterqture: Arvsenal, Museum,
Research, Lozal History, Indian,
Dearboyn Story, Dearborn's Names,
& Other Special Pamphlete

The Museun spomsors the Musewn Guild of Dearborn

The Musewm ts8 a member of:
% Ameriogn Association of Museums

A Ameriean Assveiation for State 4 Local History

* Dearborn Commmity Arts Council

* Dearborn Genealogieal Society

* Degrborn Historicgl Speiety

* Historical Society of Michigar

* Michigan Archagoleogioal Agsociation
* Michigan Musewns Conference

* Midwest Museums Conference

t Nationagl Trust for Historie Preservation

* Organination of Ameritoan Historiane
* Spoiety of American Archivists

The Museum and Commission assume the
responsibility of collecting, preserving
and disseminating all aspects of Dear-
born's long heritage by means of its ed-

ucational, exhibit and research facilitles.

Major General Henry Dearborn
1751-1829
City named for this
Revolutionary War
and War of 1812
Patriet and Statesman
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