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FIVE DECADES of the
DEARBORN PUBLIC LIBRARY

Jean H. Hateh

[EDITOR'S NOTE: The local Librayy has come a long lonmg way in the past 50 yeare
@8 we now have the new Henry Ford Centenmiagl Library. With the emphasis on edu-
cation today, the good fortune which has come our way is btruly magnificent., May
the following paper by Jean H., Hateh, Curator of Education, make us ever-mindful
of that which was, which has helped make that which ig, a reality. W.H.A.]

"It is possibly not too much to venture that the Library, with
its ecorrelated and ramifying forces, may be the only means of
securing the telerant culture necessary for the preservation
of ocur increasingly complicated civilization."
Yuote from:

"The Library--Greatest of Blesaings"

Address of Hemry A. Haigh at the ded-

teation of the Dearborn Public Library,

November 25, 1524.

In 1924, when the gbove address was delivered, Dearborn was still &
sleepy little village. 4 populatien of 2470 was reported for 1920 in the
Michigen Manual, 1921, The citizens reguired the services of elight firemen.
and twenty policemen. Seventy strest lamps, five-nundrea telephones ana sev-
en miles of pavement were late sdditicns to the Village, and while thers were
no parks or theatres, there were three schools and twelve churches. ! Mr. Hen-
ry Ford had recently built his huge new Rouge Plant g few miles from his old
nome town. The Village of Springwells near thne Plant had incorpersted as &
city in 1923 and was rapidly growing as people came from every corngr of the
world te work in Mr. Ford's plant. Changes were in the air.

The ladies of the Jarden Club of Dearborn, civic and culture-minded, locksd
at the balance in their treasury at their regular meeting on May 26, 1919, and
decided to use it Lo start a publie library. They were very conscicus of the
need for goed library fecilities in their village, which at this time was poor-
ly served by the same limited school collections which had constituted "library
facilities" in the area since pioneer days. Dearbern's Tirst "library” had
consisted of one book case shielding fifiy worn bocks, a few of which were nov-
els and the rest of an academic nature. These were kept in the home of Mr. Hub-
bard Hidden, cne of the early teachers at the "Upstaira-Downstairs" School whish
had been built in 1857.4 Later Mr, Joe Cronogue, who had a barber shop on Mich-
igan Avenue in 1880, occupied & two-story building and kent the schosl library

I, & World Within a City, Pamphlet, Dearborm Historical Musewn, 185l
2. Minutes, Garden Club of Dearborn, May 26, 1519,
3 :

. Manuseript, Malieta Goebel, date unknown.
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bocks upstairs.d Schacl Library collections were small and badly Tinanced.

In 1877, School Distriet #6 in the Township of Springwells reperted owning
191 wolumes, and $33.00 pald out Tor lihrary books. Their eollection had
grown to 319 books by 1888 with “he mein funds fop purchases coming from fines
Bid penalties,

the ladies of the Garden Club enuld net Khcw the fubiire or how very blessed
their efforts on behalf of the town would be, In the nick of wittr, Bearhorn was
provided with s library which has servad the burgeoting community until the sum-
mer of 19639. The plans which were made in the remainder of 1619 and in 1920
slowly made veEady 8 rend library for the town. The Village Commission was ap-
Presched; and it was learned that this body did not have the power to levy a
Tax Tor library purposes howeyer, the Commission wes in favor of such & mowve=
ment, and on October 13, 1919, they woted to decorate a room in the Village
Hall to be used for a public library. The nexi several montlis were grent in
fincing ways ené means of securing an appropriation to provide for the galery
of & librariar and the purchase of books. There were two ways provided by Lhe
State Lews of Michigan: (1) Urganization as A fiee publiec library with an ap-
propriation obtained by levying a tax upen the township, or (2) Organizatisn
AS a. sthionl Alstrist library with an approprintion provided in the budget of
the school district: The sccond method was arlecved in order to prevent fur-
ther delay, as thwe Tirst would heve reguired = special electien in the town-
Siip or the delay of ancthes year.d )

I Mersh, L8920, the PBoard of Sducation ol School District #T7 was approrched
and dn July, 1220.the Gavden Club was notified thas ﬁS,OUD had begen placed in ihe
sehool hudget For fthe year 1920-71 4o Provide Tor the salary of a librarian and
the purchase of bocks; also a Library Foard was appointed with Miss Clara L. Snow
a8 Chairmsn, The first duties of the Foard wove fo furnish the Iibrery Focom and
to appoint a librarian.’ The dbrary Poom was located on the first floor of the
Villrge Hall, [This tuilding was originally the Commandsnt's Quarters of “he
U. 5. Arsensl built in Dearborn in the 1830's. Todey it is one of the buildings
of the Dearborn Historical Museum, having been restored in the 1950's.) The Li-
brary occupied the southwest room and the upstairs fron: west room was used Tor
storage space, 1t she-ed “he building with Village officisls, the police agnd
the jail.?

The room was supplied with Thirty—Tive magazines and opéned as a reading
room early in WMarch, 1921, The fipsgt 59 April, 1921, Miss Isabelle L. Chaffin
ol Worcester, Mass. came to laike charge of Lthe new Library. As a graduaste 1i-
brarian Miss Cha®fin wes desirous of ‘heving standsrd library methods installed
at the very beginning, In the next months books were gelected and purchased
and the first circulaticn of hooks tock place June 8, 1921.9

4. From a talk with Miss Iegbelie Chafn, Dbn.Public Libravy History File,undatézd,

8. dnnucl Feport, School bistriet #8, Township of Springuells, 1877,

a. Ggag_:"m, fgatelle L., History of the Dearhornm Publte Librgry, 1826,

7. Ibid.

8. TPom-a falk with Miss Fzobelle L, Chaffin, Dbn.Public Idbrary Hetory Pile,
undated.

8. Chaffin, Isabelle L., Higiomy of the Desrborm Publis Libwgny, 1886,
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Since crganization under the Board of Bducation was intended to be only a
temporary arrangement, efforts were scon under way to secure legal establish-
ment ag a Free Public Library. This was done when it was voted at the annusl
Township election held in April, 1922, that the Township of Dearborn would es-
tablish & Free Public Library in accordance with the Public fcts of 1877. The
Board of Education then passsed a resolution donating the bosoks accumulated to
the Township of Dearborn.l?

In Janusry, 1923, Hrs. Henry Ford, who had promised the Garden Club in
March, 1920, to give land for library purposes, renewed her offer to donate the
site on the northwest corner of Michigan Avenue snd Mason Street when the Town-
ship should provide a sum of money to erect a library building. On 4pril 2,
1923, at the regular Township election the voters passed a bond issue of
$150,000 to erect a public library building on the site given by Mrs. Ford. In
WJuly, 1923, Mr. Edward L. Tilton of Hew York City was appointed as architect,
and plans were accepted by the Library Board in September, 1923, Ground was
broken by Mrs. Ford on November 20, 1923, asnd work progressed so rapidly thatl
the C?Enerstone was laid on the 28th of December. 1923 had been a very good
year, 44

The formal opening of the besutiful new building, the first publiec build-
ing to be bullt by the whole Township, was held during the afternocon and even-
ing of November 25, 192L, A short ceremony was held with addresses by Mp. Clyde
Ford, president of the Library Board, and Mr. Henry A. Haigh. The architect
presented the key to the building te Mr. Ford and the people were invited to
take possession of their property. During the afterncon music was furnished by
an orchesira congisting of members of the High School faculty, and punch and
wefers were served by the women and wives of member of the Library Board.l2
And what a beautiful and spacious building this was: 105' long and 55' wide,
built of Indiana limestone in & classic design. Inside a high-ceilinged en-
Lrance, marble staircases led up to the library proper on the second floor,
Here could be found an Adult Reading Room on the east and a Children's Read-
ing Room on the west. A Reference Alcove opened off the Adult Room, and a
Btory Hour Alecove adjoined the Children's. The librarian's office and & work-
room were also loecated on the main floor. On a mezzenine were guariters for
the Library Board, = Staff Foom, a Committee Foom and & Special Study Room,

On the ground floor were gther rooms, including s Lecture Room with = capmeity
for 150, which could be divided into three small meeting rooms, a room to be
used temporarily by the Township Beard, and the janitor's gquarters.28

Certainly there were some visitors to the open house who wondered, perhaps
audibly, at the size and expense of such a building, and suggested that the 1lit-
tle Village was putting on airs. Today "0ld Main" has & case of "Middle Age
Spread", book stacks crowd every cenceivable inch of gpace, and volumes line
the window sills snd the benches, once intended for browsers. Times have
been good to Desrborn. The book ccllecticon, staff and services offered have

10, Ibid.
11. Ibid,
g, JIbid.

13. Ibid.
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kept pace with the growth of the City - enly the old building has shown its age
and inadeguacy. On the eve of another ‘eventful and meaningful occasion, the
move to the new Henry Ford Centennial Library, let us stop and teke z look at
Dearborn's Library and how it gzrew,

Any livrary's heart, of course, is the collection which is offered to its
patrons. In 1823 a small catelog was issued with a listing of approximately
2750 volumes, plus 200 reference bocks. In 1926 the appropriation for the Li-
brary was $15,000 end the staff consisted of the librarian, s children's li-
brarian and two assistants, Some young women in the Village had been trained
to help out in emergencies and with Sunday work.l4 In the next few years the
gsarvices offered to patrans expanded. Children's reading elubs were formed,
lectures and recitels were offered from time to time, special exhibits WETE
held, and a Technology Foom and a Fine Arts and Teacher's Room were added.”

In every way the Library was expanding.

In 12927 & beautiful additior was made, when two murals by Paul Honaréz &
Detroit artist, weré done on either side of the stairs of the main entrance.
On the right was one depicting "Aspiration to Knowledge" and pn the left "gp-
plicatiocn of Knowledge". The colors have faded somewhat with the years, but
the concepts implied have never become dated. The nmurals remain today s a
focgl peint in the old bulilding.

In January, 1923, the former Cities:ef Dearborn and Fordson became legally
g new City of Dearborn. The conselidation of the cities offered g decided chal-
Ienge to the Publlie Library. In the first plece the population and zrea to be
served was doubled overnight. Second, 8 large industrial sves had sprung froo
what had been chiefly a rural community. Third, the only library facilities
enjoyed by the residents of the former City of Fordson were those of the school
library system. Thus it happened thet the Public Library was faced with the
task of furnishing service to an encrmously increased community witheout sequir-
ing ‘additional staff members, book collection cr ouslets. Plans were mede snd
entered upen hopefully because the Depression was s%ill in the future. Before
the first yesr had passed, an office room on the seecond Cloor of the City Hall
had been equipped for library use. Bocks were transferred from the collection
of the Mzin Library and the staff members worked in turn a day at a time in
this small room when it opened in January, 1930,18 City Hall Branch had come
into being.

In 1929-30 the book collection had grown to 14, 80 volumes; eireulaticon
had grown to 83,006, and registered patrons had reasched 5,791, 'The book bud-
get for that year was 55,495.83, and sslaries for personnsl had grown to
$13,93T.TT.I? The staff numbered B. In spite of the problems of consalidation

4. Ibid.

15, City of Dearborn Yegr Hook, 1828-30, pp. £4-28,

18, 4 Decade of Consclidation, Dbn. Pub, Library Higtory File, 1939.

17, Ibid.

18, Interview with Miss Regis Daniel, Miss Eleanor Butterfield, Miss Florence
Hardy, and Mrs. Josephine Mitehell, May, 18984,
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Interior of the City Hall Branch, 1346, when it was located in
basement of the City Hall. The prasent Assessor's of fices are now

cecupying this space.

Interior of the Northeast Branch, 1846, when it was still located in
stare butlding, at 13114 Warren Avenue. Note the old light fixtures
tin-relief ceiling.

A N
L
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Two iews of the east wing of the Dearborn Public Library. The top picturs
shows the adult reading room as it looked when the library opened in 1324,
The hottom picturve, taken from the baleony in 1859, shows the teryribly crowd-
ed eondition of the then Reference Department on a busy school night.
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the future locked rosy. A new service was offered the patrons in which books
pould be interloaned between theiy loeal library, Detroit Public Library and
the Wayne County Library.ig In time this service would greow to Ineclude the
Michigan State Library and in specisl instances libraries all over the coun-
try, including the Library of Congress.

The Depression years saw many changes. Dearborn and its citizens were
particularly crippled,; since the aubto industry wes their main support. This
is reflected in msny events that happened. By January, 1934, the Library had
to shorten its hours, closed at noon on Saturday and eliminated Sunday service.
The personnel was reduced sleng with a reductieon in salaries.?Y The 1933-3M4
budget fell drastically with only $778.12 for books and $43T7.68 for pericd-
ieals.®! TIn the area of service however, the Library wes booming and the eir-
culation zoomed. Peopls with no money and time on their hands found the Li-
brary to be a good friend. The Works Project Administration began to send work-
ers who filled in gnd helped in different areas, Obher WPA workers did survey
work on libraries and their services. Another group researched locgl and region-
al nistory. The Library staff, as City workers, were fortunate for though their
pey checks were smaller they were never paid in scrip. (Serip was paper stating
that a Uity or &tate Government owed the bearer so much meney and scrip was hon-
ored as payment by some businesses. It carries 5% interest upon redemption.]
In the depths of the Depression the Library steff contributed their salsry for
1/2 dsy eschH week to welfare. In 1937, howsver, the stafl members, whe had en-
joved the traditional library vacation of 24 working days & year, were sadly
added Eggthe pew Civil Serviee lists and lost this bBenefit, though they gained
othere.

As times slowly improved there was a matching improvement in budget, staflf
and collection. In 1939 the book budget was up to $6,563.78 and salaries had
grown to $24.607.55. The collection now numbered 35,523 volumes and the regis-
tered readers numbered 16,104.%% City Hall Brench had quickly outgrown its first
quarters snd was moved to the basement of that building in 1934.2¢ The only
place where progress had not been made was in the extension of serviee to oub-
lying areas of the community, This condition was partly rectified with The
opening of Southeast Branch Library, st 2121 Salina 5t., February 28, 1obkl.

A melor portion of the cost of Spguthesst was furnished through a WPA grant,

and the Library was roundly welcomed by the citizens of the area.29 By the end
of 1941 the staff for the three libraries had grown to 19,26 and as the War
years descended dreams of further expansion necessarily were shelved.

13. City of Degrborn Year Book, 1828-1830, pp. 24.

20. Dearborn Press, January 11, 1834.

21, A Decade of Conselidation, Dbn. Pub. Library Higtory File, 1823.

42, Imterview with Miss Regis Daniel, Migs Eleanor Buttenfield, Miss Florence
Hardy, and Mrs. Josepnine Mitehall, May, 1383.

23. A Decade of Consolidation, Dbn. Pub. Library History File, 1838.

24, Chromology of the Dearborn Publio Library, Publieity & Publication, 1983,

25. Ibid.

26. Your Librgvy, City Hall Branch Library Ref. File, Vovember,1841.
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The war years in Dearborn were primarily devoted to production. An iaflux
of workers and the 2h-Hour day that factories were working left many pecple with
Tittle leisure time. There were no bilg camps or' bases %o flopd the Library with
soldiers, but a group of kargo flyers from nearby used the Library and special
long-term loans were made so that a flyer could take his books with him to India
or wherever he had to go. Also, men involved in war work used the technological
and aergnaubical bocoks heavily.ﬁ? During this peried. 193%5-30, the growing store
of histerieal records of the Dearborn Histeorical Commissien wes housed on the
mezzanine of the Litrary. Office space was also provided the Commission. The
records were moved to the Commandsnt's Quartersg atbt Michigsn and Monroe when 1t
became the first building in the City's Museum in 1950.

On September 5, 1944, the ecrying need for expandsd service was partiaglly
met with the opening of a new branch, Northeast, in a store building at 1311hL
Warren. This Branch opened with 1866 books,ga anéd & stair of Lwo. Later, as
Bzper Branch, it was o grow inte the most heavily-used Branch of the Library.
It served: its neighborheood,; much of it foreign-born, and has become a place
where Tamilies gather to take advantage of library programs and services.29

The end of World War II marked the end of an ers at the Library. Uhe nexu
few years would produce marked changes, In February, 1946, the new Community
Junior College opened{lreplacing Fordson Junior College which had closed during
the War. Many new library patrons were thus ecreated. 3Spsce was becoming more
and more of & problem. In 1935 the Children's Division had moved dowhstairs to
the Lecture Foom. Part of the work of Circuletion was moved dewnstairs in the
late 30's, and in the early LO's nearly =11 the adult special collections and
the periodicals had been moved downy; also. During 1945-50, the rest of cirecu-
lation's functions and the adult ficticn were moved down, tog, making room on
the main floor for a greatly increasing nen-fiction collectien,; and a vasily
bigger Reference Division.&I

On Jeouary 1, 1948, Miss Isabelle L. Chaffin resigned after twenty—seven
years of sepvice. Bhe left behind a vastly larger and better library than she
had started in 1921. On July L, 1948, Miss Eleanor Ferguscn became Chief Li-
brarian.de Nineteen forty-eight saw the small beginnings of what would become
in time one of the mosi popular departments of the Library, the Audie-Visual
DMwvision. With only 27 films, the Divisicn cpened on & part time basis. In
1950 recordings were sdded, snd today the Audie-Visual Dlvision ranks as one
cf the ten largest library operstions in the United Stetes. Originally the
collection was housed 8% Main and the records and film — both free ana rental -
were loaned to citizens for home use or to school groups. TIn 1962 the collec—
tion had expended so moch that AV was assigned new guarters in the City Hall
Branch, when it moved into the {ity Hall Anmex at h5GD Maple,dd

27. Interview with Miss Hegis Dgniel, Migas Flegrnor Butterfield, Miss Florence
Hardy, and Mrs. Josephine Mitchell, May, 1989.

28. Chronclogy of the Degrborn Public Librgry, Publieity & Publications, 1969,

ed. Interview with Mies Upal Zeimer, Head of Children's Work, L.P.L., June, 1868.

0. Dearborn Press, January &, 1848, p. 1. " )

31. TInterview witn Miss FPlorenee Hardy, Asst. Litrarian, D.P.L., June, 19639.

38, Chronology of the Dearborn Publie Library, Publicity & Publications, 1969,

&3, Interview wiin Hr. James Limbaoner, Ad. of AV, D.P.L., June; 1968,
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Another welcome additicon was the purchase of a bookmobile in ighe. At
last all of the City's neighborhocds could be offered service. The arrival of
the Bookmobile was sn event., Service began with four regular stops. The truck
carried approximsately 1700 books, and these were changed freguently from the
Bookmobile collection, about 4500 books in its first operating year. The two
stalf members had fto teke truck driving lessons from other City employees Lo
master the gears, and the Bocokmobile, with its ever-~increasing circulation ran
faithfully until it died of "old age" in May, 1968, At that time itz collec-
tion numbered 24,577 books, and it regularly made eight stops around the City.
Theze books will constitute the rucleus of the Mason Branch, which will open in
the old Library when Henry Ford Centennial Library is occupieﬁ.34

Hineteen forty-nins also saw the beginnings of the use of miereofilm in the
Reference Division. With the microfilming of lecal papers and the gradusl addi-
tion of miecrofilm for ell pericdicsls most in demand by students, a saving in
space was achieved and better servicerwass offered to the patrons. Later the
Detroit Hews and the New York Times were added, along with & microfilm resder-
printer. The copying equipmenit in Reference was a wonderful sid to students
and librarians. The original venture in microfilming the local papers was a
Joint venture of the Library and the Dearbeorn Historigal Commission., This
continues todsy as these two City departments share the costs and the benefits
for their respeciive progroms. Today this Division has EGgh reels of microfilm,
and will oifer eight microcfilm readers in the new Library. S

In 1950 the beook budget had grown to 320,000 and the book collisction num-—
bered T4, 492 wvolumes. The staff increased to 36 and eirculation had risen to
306,322, Registered borrowers had increased to 25,§95.3515? The booming econ-
omy and the growth of the City were making more and more demands on the Library.
The petronage was expanding ss people from surrcounding communities came o avail
themselves of Dearborn's quality Library. The Community College was growing and
high schocl students were finding thet =z grester emphasis on académic subjects
was crealting & nesd for deeper resesrch into reference bouks, KEnowledge was
exploding and fortunstely the City of Tearborn could efferd to support its Li-
brary and keep up with the times.

In 12%3 the store-Tront Horthesst Branceh moved into new quarters when a
building was constructed at 12829 Warren. It was renamed Warren Branch, and
its ecollection numbered 10,000 volumes.d8 With the eastern part of the City
now served by three branches, rumoers were that new branches would open in the
west end. This weas not o he for a number of yesrs., and this lack contributed
to & heavier volume off traffic at Main.

m

ITnterview with My, Harold Telfer; 0.P.L.; June, 1383,
Mise Murian Alexander, CGeneral Information; D.P.L., June, 1963.
. Figures ave from the dAnnual Report of the Dearborn Publie Library, 1948-80,
and the State Reporis Jor the same period.
3¢, Book budget figures do not tnelude purehases of periedicals, AV materials,
microfilm, ete..
af

28, Chrorolooay the Demrborn Publie Library, Publicity & Publications, 1868,
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In late 1955 Miss Eleatior Ferguson resigned and in July, 1856, Mr. Egward
B. Daniels was appointed Chief Librarian.d? The fall of 1956 saw the creation
of another department to serve the public. [In the early days departments as
such did not exist, mnd a librarisn, side or elerk was a maid-of-all-work., Time
and circumstances developed more and more specialized services.]| At first call-
ed the Publications Commities, and later Community Services, it developed inte
whet today is called the Publisity & Publiecations Division. The new Division
was Lo prepare bibliographies, brochures and flyers for the different depart-—
ments and started with a part time staff of three. Tocday this Division pre-
pares press releases, bogk bibliographies and listse, Turnishes books for the
Youth Center gnd Camp Dearborn, buys all paperbacks for the system, selsets sx-
hivit bocks (books whieh have g historical value, or are particulsrly beautifiul,
unigue and unusual), supplies selected books to Tour local book clubs and o
Uakwood Hospital snd publishes a calendar of community events bi-monthly. The
print shop bas grown and now hes a number of fine machines whieh emzble the
Division to de almost any printing job. In 1968 the Division printed 469,699
pages of asssoried publicutions, aspproximately one-third of this work dons for
other Uity depsrtments., Also, 2954 signs were maede, This Division aldc helps
many other Library and City departments with special and varied printing pro-—
jeets 20,41

The Children's Division had grown, Just as the others had. Though thelr
space had been curtailed, services and eollection kept up with demands. Btory
hours for school and pre-school children continued to be held at the branches.
Ezeh summer books were furnished to the City's playgrounds. Teachers were fur-
nished with selected bogks for long-term use in their clussreoms. Special
lists of childrern's books were made up, and eare was taken to see thet the suell
patrons were offered the very best in children's literature,?2 By 1968 the col-
lection of juvenile books in the whole system had grown to 94,417 volumes, ap-
proximately 50,000 of thess at the Main Library. Children's records were also
selected and circulated through this Division.4d

danuary 17, L?GD, saw the opening of snother badly needed branch, this one
in the western part of the City at 23920 Princeton. Princeton Branch offered
15,000 volumes in & beausiful new building. It was & neighborhood bBranch with
many young people using the facilities.®? It alsc housed the Bookmobile offices
and collection and became the home of the print shop of the Publicity and Pub-
lications Division. [Milm progeams and story hours are held st this Branch and
their large meeting room ls used for approximately 100 meetings a yesr by City
groups , 99

3. Ibid.
40, Imterview with Mies Lewore Churgay, Head of Publicity and Publications,
DB L., June, 1885,
21, Pigures quoted from interviews In most {ngtanees come From Al Reporta.
42, Interview with Miss Regis Daniel, Miss Elegnor Butterfield, Miss Flovence
Hardy, end Mrs. Josephine Mitchell, May, 185%.
43. Interview with Migs Opal Zeimer, Head of Children's Work, D.P.L., June, 1864.
d4. Chronclogy of the Dearborn Public Library, Publieity & Publicatioms, 1869,
do.  Interview with Mrs. Hope Singer, Snow Branch Libravian, D.P.L., Juns, 1983,
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Exterior of the Dearborn Public Librgry, 1869, The new Mason Branech
will be locdaled here after the Centemnial Library {s opened.

Lbxterior of the
Southeast Branch,
locgated at 8121
Saling Strest,
cireg 1542,

Bxterior of the
Anthony M. Ha-
per Bromeh, 1965
This branch is
loeated, at 15859
Warren
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The Bookmobile of
the Degrborn Public
iy

vl

e o S 7
Ltbverry, July, 1849,

Exterior of the
City Hall Braneh,
1869, located in
the City Hall
Annex on Maple
Street.
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Teking stock at the end of the fiseal year 1939-60, the growth in the ex-
panding 50's was lromendous. Cireulation had doubled and now stood at 638,813
Registrations were almost double at 47,933, The book ecllection stood at 142,503
volumes, while the budget for books had more than tripled to a figure of 870,000,
The staff now numbered 55 and "0ld Main" was beginning to nplit at the seams for
space. %8 On & school night the mein flcor was so crowded that students sat on
the floor at times to study, if they could find a space unoccupied by book stacks.
Bvery inch of space was crammed with bocks and the limited office space was jam—
med, desk against desk. Something had to be deone to alleviate this situation.

In 1961, the Warren Branch was renamed the Anthony M. Esper Branch, after

a member of z pioneer Dearborn family and long-time City councilman.? on
July L1, 1962, the Princeton Brench was rensmed the Clara L. Snow Branch. Miss
snow had been the original chairman of the Library Board as appointed by the
Board of Education in 1920.48 3he had remsined an active member of the Library

rooEien. through all the years and even today is its chairman, though ham-
vered by i1l health, In honor*ng Migs Bhow in naming this branch, tihe many
members of the Library Commissicn through the years were honored, too., They
had had to fight through the first years for the establishment of a good library
and cerried thelr battles through the Depression. Teday the Commission serves
as an advisory body and & sounding board for the administration of the Library,
in tne%r capacity &5 appeintees of the Meyor and representatives of the eiti-
zenry. v

inetesn sixty-twe alse brought another change in the positicn ¢f Chief
Litrarian. Mr. Daniels resigned and was replaced by Mr. Harold D. Martelle.
He in turn resigned and was replaced by the current Chief Librarian, Mr. Hellin
P, Margquis ir 1964,9¢ Thig year the Library Commission began studles and moves
in the direction ef a replacement for "01d Main', with a wonderful conclusion.
During the Henry Ford Centennial Year of 1963, the Ford Foundation gave the
ity a 33,000,000 grant to build and eguip a library as a memorial to Henry
Ford. L.ncxul;,r thereafter, Ford Motor Company domated fifteen acres of land
an Michigan Avenue gz & Site for the new Library.®! With these magnificent
g£ifts ithe staff could begin to see s future wherein they could serve their com-
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munity more eifectively.

In the nexf years it sometimes seemed that the new Library would mever
gaetually be. Many long hours went inte plamning the use of every inch aof
space and the functions of each deparsment. TFinslly ground was broken on
December 1L, 1966,92 =znd the datestone was laid by City officisls and Miss

46. Figures are from the dnnual Heport of the Dearborn Fublie Library, 1953-60,
and Stgte Reports for the sgme period.

47. Chronology of the Deavborn Publie Library, Publicity & Publications, 1969,

48, TLee Footnote 7.

48. Imterview with Mr. HRollin P. Marguis, Chief Librarian, D.FP.L., June, 21964.

aﬁ. Chronology of the Dearborm Public Library, Publicity & Publications, I19845.

al. PFPaper, Me. Hollin Morguis, Chief Iibrarign, D.P.L., June, 1898°.

88, Dearberrn Guide, Dee. 156, IHES8.




-9l

Clara L. Enow on July 30, 1967.99 That month the Ford Foundation made a
further gift of $500,000 for furnishings in the new Library.”? Also, the ad-
dition of a $110,000 fountain to be built in front of the building was announc-
ed.®9 A statue of Henry Ford by Marshall Fredericks may be a further addition
depending upon the success of a loecal drive to raise $50,000 for this pur;ose@é
The Henry Ford Centenpial Library will be dedicated and opensd to the publie

in late summer, 1969, a living memorisl to a great man in his own home town.

The public will find this to be a beautiful and specicus building, three
stories tall, rectangular in shape, with 88,000 square feet of space. The en-
tire building is covered with white marble sheathing, inset panels of verde
anvigue marble, and bronze glass windows on all four sides reaching from the
second floor to the roof. The first floor has Tront and rear entrances inta
g central rotunda which contains = reflecting pool and sculpture, a beautiful
spiral staircase, and two elevators. Thiszs floor houses the administrative of-
fices, other offices snd workrooms, the mechaniesl snd janltorisl guarters and
Has space Tfor a future educstionsl FM radic station. Five large meeting rooms,
divisible by folding partitions, and a lovely 278 seat auditerium with projec—
tion room are alsc con this floor.97

The stairecase zscends to the main public seryice area on the second floor.
The circulaticn desks are at the top of the stairs, and on this Tloor will be
loeated the collections of the Humanities Division, including fiction, General
Information Division and Children's Division. These collections surround. a
central enclesed work and office core, which also includss the workroem and
office of the Circulation Diwvision, the closed pericdical and microfilm
stacks, a Children's Story Room, gn Adult Reading and Smoking Room; analcove
for g welephone-reference service, typing booths for students, znd record-
listening booths for children. The public servige Iloors will be scanved by
A closed=-circuit television surveillance systEm.ﬁﬂ

The third floor is an "island" mezzanine located over ithe second floor
office core. 0On the mezzanine wiil be the collection and offices of bthe Audio-
Vigual Diwvisicn, and the cleosed book stacks. Decoreting the secopnd floor at
the stairway is & ceramiec-—assemblesge mural on s concave pertiticon, the work of
sculptor Glen Michaels of Birmingham, Michigen., This was a gift of Ford Motor
Company from its 196L-65 World's Fair pavilion and iz an arresting and beauti-
ful work of artys

The initial book coliecticn at the Centennial [dbrary will number 125,000
volumes, with a capacity Tor growth to 300.,000.60  The present stait of the

53, Ibid., July &7, 1387.

54, Ibid., August 3, 1967.

55, 1d., March 7, 1988,

S8. Ibid., April 25, 18968.

§7. Paper, Mp. Rollin P. Marguis, Chief Librarian, U.P.L., 159€8.
58. Ibi
£9. 1Ibi
60, Ibt
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entire system consists of 65 full-time employees, 5 part-time employees end 21
pages.Pd (Pages are young, part-time employees who primarily shelve books. )
The bock budget in 1567-858 was $81.,000 and circulation of all materials was
689,194 .62 With these assets new and expanded services will be offered to the
rutlic by each of the Library's divisions.

The gld Reference Division was divided into two divisicns at the end of
the wyear 1_95:71','5‘1‘:I and now constitutes the General Information and Humanities
Divisions. General Information will house the reference and mon-Tietion col-
lection ineluding books en philosophy, religion, langiiase, business, politi-
cal science and pure and applied science. It also houses the pericdical and
micrafilm collections. BSeveral new and specialized sets of technical books
will be added. The Michigen Compiled Laws, Annotated, and & collection of tel-
ephone books Trom major cities of the United States will be weleomed by the
publie, EStandard end Poor's Pinancial Service will be added to the already
extenszive collecticn of business and tax reference bocks and services. With
the splitting of the cold Reference Division, more specialized and intensive
help can be pffered to the Library patrﬂns.54 The main catalog for the Tibrary
will be situsted in Genersl Infermation, and will be equipped with telephone
Jjacks, enabling the telephone-refercnce staff to consult the gatalog in immed-
iate response to inguiries,f®

I'he Humanities Division will house the reference and non-fiction collee-
tion ineluding bocks in the art and music fields, sports, literature, liter-
ary eritieism, travel, history and biography. An importent inncvation will be
the housing of the sdult fiction collection in Humanities so that patrons can
have the in-depth help of & librarian in this popular department. A new index
af bodks of literdary criticism will be welcomed by students, and other new ref-
erence gels, inecluding the Annels of American History, will be available to the
publie, A ecollection of large-type bocks will be available for the visually
handicapped. A separate cstalog of the holdings of the Humanities Division
will ke & help toc patrons. There will be & special adult reading area, where
the current issues of periodieals and newspapers will be presented, The Mich-
igan Collection will also be in this division.?8

The Children's Division will enlarge its program with films in the audi-
tordium. Two listening rooms where rchildren can hear children's records and
stories will be a2 feslure of this division. Approximately 10,000 juvenile
books will be mvailable for children at the Centennial Library.®?

Tn its spacious mezzanine guarters the Audio-Visual Division will have

£1. Mrs. Mary Hotke, Secretary to the Chief Librgrian, D.P.L., 1968,

£2. Annual Report of the D.FP.L. & State Reports, 1367-88.

63, Imterview with Mrg, Mary R, Brapkett, Head of Hunanities, D.P.L., 19863,
£4. Interpiew Wwith Mizs Peggy Jarvps, Head of Gen. Imf., D.E.L., 13989.

£5. Paper, Mp, Hollin P. Marquis, Chief Librarien, D.P.L., 1968,

£8. Interview with Mrs. Mary F. Brockett, Hegd of Humenities, D.P.L., 1964,
7. Interpiew With Mizs Opal Zaimer, Head of Children's Work, D.P.L., 1368.

-
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facilities for 20 patrons to listen to recordings with wireless headsets, the
antenna being under the carpéeting in the listening area. Alsoe, reference books
and catalogs of interest to users will be available for the first time, plus
film evaluation carde. Adult and children's movies will be offered in the sud- -
itorium on & regular basis, plus public previews of films three mornings a week.
Cassettes for use in automecbile and cther cassette players will be another fea-

ture. An enlarged collection of 8mm films will be available. The Audio-Visual

Division currently contains a collection of 2,350 1fmm sound films, 500 Bmm

silent films, 400 filmstrips, 3,600 adult and children's free phonograph records,

gnd L .500 high fidelity and 5,000 stereo rental records. It will serve as a
headquarters clespring-hpuse for cultural activities in the ares.0d

And what of the future? With ample room to grow, the Henry Ford Centen-—
nial Library will be serving increasing numbers of students and patrons. On
July 1, 1966,the Desrborn Publie Library became part of the Wayne County Fed-
erated Library System. This effected savings in book buying and processing
and made the Dearborn system eligible for increassed library aid money, used
for beok and periodiecal purchases and general library serviges. A new compu-
terized charging system has been initiated and & pumber of other programs of
the Centennial Library will be coordinated with these of the Wayne County Sys-
tem. In effect the Centennial Library will be anarea library serving much
af the Western Weyne County and downriver community.59

The tremendous explosion of knowledge and printed materials in the second
half of the 20th century has made fearful demsndg upon and cregted problems
for all libraries. Dearborn has been among the communities fortunsle enough
to be sble to keep up with the times. Mr. Heigh's words at the dedication
of "01d Mein" ring of the present and challenge the future--"...the Library
v:.may be the only means of securding the tolerant culture necessary for the

preservation of our increasingly complicated civilization."

FREERBBRMRRBERENRRRFERNRRENRLRER

My special thanks to all the members of the staff of the Dearborn Public
Library who have been so helpful in researching this article., In particular
I wish to thank Mr. Rollin P. Marguis, Chie] Librorian, Mizs Lenore Churgay,
Head of Publicity and Publications and the following ladies who between them
have given 141 years of service at the Dearbornm Publie Libravy: Miss Florence
Hardy, Assistant Librarion; Miss Regis Daniel, retired Head of Circulation;
Mrs. Josephine Mitehell, retired Head of Children's Work; and Miss Eleagnor
Butterfield, retired Head of Cataloging. Also, I would like to thanh the
Research and Information Department of the City of Degrborm for its Rind
cooperation.
PROTOGRAPH CREDITS. Dearborn Publie Libravy: top p. 78, all p. 82, gll p. 83,
top & middle p. 88, top p. 93; City of Dearborm's Research and Information De-
pariment: bottom p. 78, top & botiom p. 88, bottom p. 88, bottom p. 93; Dear-
born Historical Commission: middle p. 83.

£88. Interview with Mr, Jamss Limbacher, Head of Audio-Visual, D.P.L,, 18963,
88. Intervien with Mr. Rollin 2. Morguis, Chief Librarign, D.P.L., 1885.
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EARLY INDEPENDENCE DAYS
in DEARBORN

Win#ield H: Armeson

What d¢ we tiaink Loday when the Lbth of July comss and goss sach year?
Perfiaps to many of u: it wesns: =» three—day weekend, or a chane to ateh up
LOn e spriug cleaniay in the garage we dizn't egteh up with during the spring,
perhaps 4 trip to the lake cottage or a chance to be one of those people clog-
ging the busy interstate expressways. To scme of us this date may serve as an
cpporiunity bto reflect on the background of the vizvi of o nacion: gkl At
may mean all or noie of these to most Dearborniies. In any event, times are
not the ssme as in days of ols.

4y

After studying some of the ezrly plivtographs and written melter or pro—
grams ebout the way Dearborn celebrased or acinovledged the anniversary of
our Ameérican Independence Day of July 4, 1776, it seemed logical to conclude
that our readers would like to share in tiuis experience. Obviocusly times have
changed end Dearborn of today is not the hamlet of a counle hundred or of sev-
eral thousand pecple of years past. A% pesrt of suburbla we are not rural
anymore and the populace iz very mobile te say the least. Both rapld trans-
portation and communication systems and the shorter work week of the present
are so different from the past that it s almost inevitable holideys will be
g departure from granddaddy's dey. This is not, hewever, Lo say that ths past
or present is best, but 'a certain amount of historical continuity should pre-
vail. The old days had mich going for them. You be the Judgs!

UFERWRERRLENFNREECREERELERERRNEREEEE

Back in 1870 Dearborn was very small — just over 500 people, and, as we
have said in pest writings in THE HISTORIAN, had that old fashioned rural fla-
vor. In the Histerical Commissiecn files is & poem almost 100 years oldé. It
is about ... Gloriocus Fourth' at Dearborn. AL = dinner meeting a few years
ago the writer had the opportunity to read this poem to the Dearbaorn Kiwanis
Club and menmbers of that body found it of considerable interest., It is repro-
duced here as It appears in the records on pages 103,

Paredes, cgstumes, bands and gaming of sporting contests sedned to be 2
very important part of the hth of July tradition in Dearborn during the late
1800's arnd into the 1920's, Therefore, we are using a Tew of the photogrephs
from the files which reflect the true mid-sinmmer holiday some of cur senior
gitizens still recell today. In the callection of records are varicus programs
of different years about hth of July celebrations. Two such years were 1505
end1%15 which we shall elaborate on here.

Independerice Day &L years sgo when the community's population numbered
over BOO souls hsd the traditional firewsrks and the spesches, including an
emetion-packed oration by the spegker of the day, the Honerable Charles 5.
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Hampton of Detroit. Whet is of unusual interest today is that horse racing was
g prominent part of the 1905 doings. On that bth of July the racing commenced
at 2:30 P.M. and the course was on Morley Avemue from Military to Mason Street.
The races included a free-for-zll trot or pace for cne-guarter mile; running
race for one—guarter mile; and s farmers race for one-half mile. In all races
first prize was $5.00 and second prize was $3.00.

The route of the "Grand Celithumpian Parade' is noteworthy to mention here
in view of the changes which have come about: in the community. It began at 8 A.M.
and the line of march was led by the Delray Band. The starting point was at the
corner of Michigan Avenue and Center Street {now Monrce Boulevard). It contin-
ued south on Center to Monroe Avenue. At the bend in the road where Beech and
Monroe meet today, the road names changed 60 years ago. It was then on to Ma-
gon Street where the parade moved north and back to Michigan Avenue, Here the
procession went west to St. Joseph's Retreat® (now the location of numerous bus-
iness establishments from Westborn Chrysler-FPlymouth to the Holidey Inn on the
north side of Michigan Avernue). The parade then returned on Michigen to Howe
Street, to Garrison Avenue, to Military Avenue, to Morley Avenue, to Mason Strest,
to Michigan Avenue and terminated at Center Etreet. At this point prizes were
avarded for the best parade entries.

In the year 1915 the patriotic day was on a Bunday and since reveresnce for
a Sunday has been an American tradition, and mere so then then now, the celebra-
tion was held on Monday, July Sth.

Here is an outline of the events which were held 5b4 yeers asgo. Keep in mind
the population of Dearborn was scmewhat over 1,000 in contrast to a present pop-
ulation between 115,000 end 120,000,

The officers of the day included Henry Ford as president, Dr. E. F. Fisher
gz general chairman, Grover €. Auten as secretary, and E. RE. Brysnt as treasurer,
The viee-presidents inciuded: 8. B. Leng, G. W. Thompkins, A. T. Sless, R. D.
Kay, W. A. Jackson, C. A. Kandt, and C. L. Parker. So, we can see that the day
was in the capable hands of well-known leaders of the community.

The FROGEAM OF THE DAY was outlined in thiz mamner with all events to start
promptiy on schedule, Eastern Time prevailing:

6:00 A.M, - Salute of Machine Gun Company of 3lst
Michigan, faptain Cleary, Commanding.

9:00 AM. = Grand Parade led by Ford Motor Company
Band - to form at Waterworks Park (sctuslly,
the old Filtration Plant just east of Brady
Street on the south side of Michigan Avenue)
at 8:30 A.M.

10:30 AM. - Bdll Game - Dearbern vs. Weyne High School

®5t. Joseph's Retreat - See "Hiestory of Saint Joseph's Retreat", in THE DEAR-
BORN HISTORIAN, Volume 4, Numbers 2-3, 1964, pp. 21-31.
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11:00 AM. = Band Selections from Ford Motor Company Band
Chorus by the Dearborn Choral Society
Oration by the Hon. James MeNamara, Detroit,
{ichigan, Orator of the Day
Stories by the Hon. Bdgar A. Guest, Detroit,
Michigan
Lunech — Patronize the lunech stands

1:00 P.M. - Grand Athletic Carniwval - $100.00 in Prizes
Athletic events included:
50 wyard dash for boys under 12
50 yard dash for girls under 12
50 yard dash for ladies
50 wyard dasn for fat men
50 yard dash for fat ladies
50 yard dash for men over 30
100 yard dash for boys under 16
100 ward dash for men
100 yard three-legged race
Tugs of War:
Ladies on scuth side of Michigan vs.
Ladies on north side of Michigan
Men on soutd side of Michigen vs.
Men on north side of Michigan
id0 yard cbstacle race
20 yard shoe raece Tor girls
50 yard shoe race for boys
Finn saek race
Ball Games -
¥Y.M.CUAL ws. Dearborn Business Men
United Fuel and Bupply Co. of Detreit,
Michiigan v, 5. D, Lapham & Co., Inc.,
of Dearborn, Michigan

§:00 P.M. - Concert by Ford Motor Compeny Band
G100 P.M, - Moving Pictures by Tord Motor Company
10:00 P.M. - Gorgeousz Display of Fireworks

After reading such a long program it is .an cbviocus conclusion that the 4th
of July was a full and rewarding day for both young snd old. Can't we just im-—
ggine a sea of straw hats, the fragrance of a horsse and bugsy and the chug and
the squeaks of & Model "T", the laughter from a claose sack race or the roar af-
ter a ¢rack of a bat, and the clamor of mixed sounds &3 a family plcnic basket
is gpened near all of the exeiting activitiss and the scmetimes somewhat boring
gpeeches of the times? Bul this was Dearborn and we of the present can, at
least, reecapture those days through the printed word and through photographs.

It may interest the reader to note that the score of the ball game between
Dearborn and Wayne High Schoels was T to © in faver of the wrong team. In ad-
dition, the Y.M.C.A. team won its game, T to 1, snd the Lapham nine lost thelirs,
& to 2.
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In the Friday, July 9, 1915, issue of The Dearborn Independent, the "Glor-
ious Fourth"” is reported ds a success. This was so in spite of a cold, rav—wind
and clouded gkies. In fact the paper steted thet "There wasz never a doubt of
its suecess, from the time the first interurban car reasched the waiting rcom."
Thousands came and enjoyed themselves all day long. Or to guote the Independent,
"...the crowd came and kept coming. In rigs, in automobiles, by the trolley
cars, they came singly.in couples and in groups. Before the parade Michigan
Avenue was lined several deep from Porter to Howard Street, and after that was
over, the pleasant grove on the old Snow farm, where the exercises tock place,
was fiiled"

"Hesidences and business places were tastefully decorsted, and every line
of trade except food and (Lemperance) drink was closed tight. Dearborn gave
herself up thoroughly to the enjoyment of the ceccesion," as the Independent
ghated it in 1915.

£

Syen a bil of history was made this day as Bdmund Fukalek demonstrated to
the crowd the latest Ford invention, the farm tractor, which was still in its
experimental stage. In 1917 it was first mass-produced under the name Fordson.®
What it did to revolutionize farming is now legendary. It was put through a
serieg of tests - driven up steep inclines, stopped partway up and started again,
traversing ditches and furrows, skirting the edges of plowed fields, and it wes
even put through s tug of war with apclther tractor - neither &f which won he-
cause They gob bogged down hub deep in & rut.

The late Edgar A, Guest; who had composed a poem in honcr of Henry Ford
nad published it in the Jetroit Free Fress. The Degrborn Independent published
it in its July 9th editicn. It is reproduced here on page 102.

Thnis was Dearborn during the late 1800's and the early years of the 1500's
cn the 4th of July. A quiet community made & little noise, had fun which the
whole family eould enjoy, and just about everyone always looked forwsrd tg the
next year when Independence Day would be bigger and perhaps better. Yes, the
cld days did bhave much .going for them.

*Fordson Tractor — See "Fayming With The Fordson", in THE DEARBORN HISTORIAN,
Volume 7, Number ¢, 1867, pp 8§1-70.
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The grounds of the old
Detroilt Arsenal located
here in Dearborn provid-
ed an area for many a
July 4th celebration.
This view taken in the
Late 1800's shows a
large gathering about
midway on Center Street
{nmg Monroe) between
Michigan and Garrison.
The butlding in the
background was the Ar-
mory which burned in

a 1810 fire. Double
yellow lines on the
parking lot adjacent

to the Masonie Tample
mark where it was lo-
cated,

s gogne, The view ig of the parade on the west
e) between Michigan and Gavvrison, George Humbert's

Dearborn in 1806 looked like this
stde of Center Street (now Monro
house 18 at the left. The building in the right rear was the old Deavborn Public
) I_ - ' ,33 T + at the How H A s LT gt fda el Clmlae n 1 +ha '-_'zr-r'-"f‘-'.'rﬁ‘-
choo now the location of the Ray H. Adams Junior High Scrocl and the Satisbury
School. Note the tent in the center and the boys wearing knickers.
d



Cogtumes were important for 4th of
July activities. Here Albert Sol-
-100-  Iinger represents "Unele Sam" in
1804 on Dr. Henry L. Burdeno's
pony; "Spert". Sollinger wom first ey .ﬂlﬁtﬁ o3 "‘ﬁ-.il‘ =
prize for nis efforts. i) S A, BT 29T SO,
B : !miahllﬂlﬂtﬁtﬁthLII!!E&E

Williamm For and William Knodt ({n bear
regalia) marched in the 1305 parade.

The cwner of this car represented the
"Spirit of '?5” ag he drove in the 1921
parade alﬂng Michigan Avenue.

Jogeph Parr was
ready for the
parade in 1587
qs he rode along
Garpizon Street
west of Mason
Street on hisg
"ovdinary". In-
eidentally, this
Eike e now part

 the calisge-
ttar of the Dear-
born Historical
Musewm.
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An elabeorate [loat heading west on Wichigan
Avenue near Oakwood Boulevard ta the mid-
1820's. \Note that the butlding in the left
background with the two large chimneys and
the flag pole was then Previnet #2 Police
Station and since 1350 the Commandant’'s
GQuarters of the City's Alstorical Mussum.

Unless you have seen Lt it 18 difficult for latter-day Dearborn-
Lize dirt rogds here., This picture about 1850, shows

a

itez to visugli

"

John Burnsg (Morshall of the Day) riding a horse and folloved by a
band, The logaticw: Magon Street between Michigan and Mechanic
L ""I:T,-I

The heart of early Dearborm was in the bloeck between Mason Street and Monroe
Boulevard, Here we aré looking north on the main street which ig dirt cover-
ed Michigan with « single street car track. Left to right behind the 1306
parade entries are Schultz's Market, Blankertsz Harmess Shop, and a frame build-
ing used as a meat market, dentist office, confectionery store and residence.
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DEARBORNS DAY

Dearborn won

Edgar A, Guest

't forget it for awhile,

And I know that I'11l remember till I die

The sunlight

An' the st
An' the wome
An! the ch
An' th

of the

An' the moth

an' the splendor of each smile
iffneszs of easch manufactured tie:

o in their go-to-meeting' gowns,
ildren in their Sunday outfits prim,
g glory an' the joy

old mar an' the boy
er when they'd shaken hands with him.

He was playin' like he often used to play
When theé world had never heard of Henry Ford

oL

An' T wondered as I watched him through the day
With what memories his busy mind was stored!

He was baeck

again in Boyville in the place

Thet knew him as a sunny-hearted kid,
I can hear it all an' see!
"Bet yer don't remember mel"

An' the smil

They were th
The solid

e that lit ftheir faces when he did.

ere, the good, the bad, the young an' old.
an' the ne-ascount-at-all:

The simple-minded feller an' the bold,
The bashful an' the sheeky with his gall,
Some came sidling up as timid lovers do,

Some came
An' g

An't

But they all

"I knew him when--

Was waorkin
The womsn re
The men re
The spinster

Torward, Jjust like soldiers, straight and trim,
simpered speech some uttered,

some ittered an' some stuttered.

got in & little chat with him.
" that good old homely phrase
' every minute of the time,
collected edrly days,

called the trees he used to eclinmb.
g an' the grandmas, old an' gray.

Reviewed the scenes along life's winding track,

An' th
Was =
The glory of

Dearborn won
In the yea
They will te
Eow he eal
It was greet
But +h

gn' th

Is the memcr

g proudest Dearborn lad
little chap who had
a ride upon his back.

't Torget it fér awhile,

rs to come they'll talk abeout it still

1l their children's children with a smile
led them Jane an' Martha, Joe an' Bill.
in' friends an' comrades with a vimy -
eir topmost rung of pleasure,

e joy they'll longest treasure

¥y of shakin' hands with him.

(Published in The Dearborm Independent, Juty 9, 1915, and originally published

in The Detroit Free Press)



To those who- '.éhrated
THE GLORIOUS® ¥ ()I R TH

wv_w_____&____ _ it Z__._

£y = EEI Tese “l{r:e;-i are de dibatgd ' ' 5 -'1
I: - T . IR
i If you want to have enjuyient, b =3 The mnning race was called on then, !
G to Dearborn on the Fouetheof July A nd was won by Heakeman Russell, 1
It sorely will brrngrremembmancs b B [Tmmy the cor clecker. from Jonetion yards, !
To thez days thar have gone l-}' - | § teil yon he made B hscle
P
e hgdbpﬂkmg. inrmﬂmd.sqpmm_‘, .:) 1T Cayne thought B caulil fun,
. Rnunﬁi? Jugiping .u'-d Tute _5- = ot e el out Ye wasn't init, :
. .Fmﬂ hy',pﬁ.}l:n.g fifty fents admisiiog Fuor he ran eebd and took che duse, - e
et d e 'jgw-@‘ﬂﬁ}ﬂlm‘ - i W e i ok B it il e =
! Py
Twao :I':|1|L*-.I1. sports o frgmt Detroit ety Cpiinan. the opaeato dude,
Thew thoughe ther conld mor by leat— s ikt heel L.ni:lq i a
Jimmy, the car-dhedken, from Jutetion yaeds, strm o'y € Vi v Hights an, - |
And Zammy Ressthe o Sheep - 1 l|.!.||.l starely L [lown away. 5 :1
=ammy bresght s overalls » sumgRend wis there enfoving hinself, i 1
Tip wear them in the games, Walking armiined s Toled wned drave, o
Bt when e sow what e ghers wiore Avdowhen his friends woubi-speak b hon
To wear them hie felt ashamed He would say = By Gee T torgot to sliaee,"
Samimy entered To the hordle roce, A, AW Thenwkwans et ome e pondd, '
Far the fenees be gught e could jumip. Pt vabie Do oo the gyengng traing AR, }
ot -when he canee:tothe secomd fvaoe He wigs Tryviog o save Ll-i-'g:cxcn!t'j'-r'- F CEn g, 1
e fell aver s all i3 laap, [ e win doweny o Viledn sfain, = . i T
|
The next sport came the three-fepred micd Anedy Byan wasthere feom Vpaidanti; !
Sollenger Brothers were st 0 the score; | He secmed to cut qulte a dash ;
“ Dty * owith his high-water pants, N I <honldthok it wanlid ke Ris Alugem s
You'd think thanhe had jist comefashore, } Tokeep those carls on his hiack wousbihe.

')
The roterey eounted + Une, l'.m. Hi:rﬂ., Abse "\lnud-:} tist ot T f LT

i - L)
5 Al B shouted o™ Q ﬁur plaging ball he wis lI:-. star in thfmme,
[l = 5 “F 3 - b
_"‘;' I*.:m ought to see the Sollengers ggide—= 4 With hisidittle reileagr, like a wonlperker 100 lrL;:n1
b Tt wasieqisl! & I-"n::un:__l-:ua.ug!l';, whow, Hut I.E ant there fist the same,
T : i
o ." P, ;' . Thgse [roems wEre ul writietida shandzr, b
5 Sl S o o ey
e B ~ Just think of some foretgn conntry,
. Thoem you will kngoy the writer” s Hame. -
e Uk
= Vi e | B i)

(This i8 a copy of the July 4, 1870, poem in the
Higtorical Fecords of the Historiecal Commission.)




The 1384 Independence Day parade heads west along Michigan Avenue. [Uhe team
of horses in foregrownd was nearing Michigan and Mason. Note the fomiligr

turret of the Wagner building center background.
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Mr. & Mras. Henry Ford ride a "Victoria" in the 1524 Dearborm parads. Mpr.

Ford is generally considered to be the man who put America in automobiles,
and so it seems somewhat gtrange to some of us today to see him riding in

a horse-draun carvigge. However, the Fords partieipated in numerous loeal
events, such as this one, through the years.
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News From The Museum

4bW TYPD TOR THIS IS3UK. Ope of the cbvigus ehanges v= know our readers will
1otice in Lhis irsue of the HISTORIAN is the new type face used Lhroughout.

The Commission has JUst purchased a new IBil Seleatric Lypewriter with the inter-
cliangeable fonts. ow manly Lype-combinstions may be selected Tor various print-
ing needs by Mmerely placing 2 new font (a ball-shaped type face) inte the machine.
Lle mnuseum secretlary does not have to g from one typewriter Lo ancther, &= in
the past, be achisve different Lype styles. The new type face 1s very easy to
read like the letter press type found in magszines.

% Es % # #

LISTORICAL RECORLS 1O DAV 3 HOME: e Histarical Records of the Dommission
are finding s uew home where thove will Be more gpuce and betisr and quister
Tacilities for this growing collection Tirslt started in 1928, The new guarters
are being prepared cn the second [Meor of the MeFadden-Ross House. Plans ars
bmder way to hsve an informad reception on Bunday, Octobsr 26, 1969, in order

Lo Familiarize the public with Shis service the Commission has strived to make
avellable and in yseable condition 'or research purposesy  The collection in-
¢ludes: HISVTORY PILES such as: 1833-1875 Arsenal, buildings, business snd dn-
Gustry, churehes, City depariments, elections, education-schools, eévenus, fam—
ilies, transportatiaon, utilities, related Dearbern materials; MANUSCRIETS such
&si public records snd decuments (township, village and eity), persenal (records,
documents levters, papers; giaries, articles and sorapbocks ), cometery records,
church reesrds ana documents, organizations recerds; MICROFILME such as news—
pipers {loesl from 1905) 5 end Arsenal and church manuseripts; BOOKS; PAMPHILETS
JOURBALS; HeWSPAPERS (from 189075 ); PHOTOGRAPHS; SLIDES; THOTOSTATE; TAPES; and
HAPE.,  Anncuncements will ippear in Lhe newspapers about the informel reception
later. However, you are most welcome to make use of the facilities now, Mon-
deys=Fridays, $:30 A.1. Lo 5130 PLM.,

# i # W *

DEARBORN COMMUNITY ART: COURCTL. The Museum has become a charter member of the
new Jearborn Community Arts Council. The organizelion; which held its first
plannirg meeting in Jenuary, is a step forward in the further culfursl develop-
ment of the community, The goals of the Council are Lo sponscr and encourage
culturel and sducetiongl activiities in Dearborn and itz environs. It mAY Spon—
sor cooperative plannine, research, fund-raising and public education programs.
ariminister property, and undertake such other services mnd programs deemed ap-
pronriate Lo enceursge participation in and apprecistion of the arts by call
citizeng in the aren, [lans are Gnderway for an active Program commencing with
Lhe opening of thi new Henry I'ord Centennial Library and fall events. Membar
organizstions frnclude: learborn Recreatien Department, Cinems Society of Deape
bern, Dearborn Avts arnd Crafis, Mussuw Cuild of Dearbort, Usarborn Civie Theatre,
Dearborn Oreclisst ra- Women's Astociation University of Michigan — Dearborn Campus,
Dearborn Historical Musewn, Dearborn Historieal Society, Dearborn Public Library,
Sing Dut Dearborn, Junior Musicale, Flayers Guild of Dearborn, Dearborn Women's
Opera, Henry Ford Lommunity College, Dearborn Orchestral Society, Dearborn Publie
Scheols-Art . and Deavborn Publie Bohools—Musio,
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CITY OF WAYNE 100 YEARS QLD THIS YEAR. Congratulations are in order for our
sister City of Wayne as it celebrates its centennial this summer. One of the
highlights of the calendar of events was a State of Michigan officisl histori-
eal marker dedicated at the National Bank of Detroit at 35118 Michigan Avenue
West on July 23, 1969. It marked the spoct of the first settlement in 1824k, and
the ifncorporation of the Village in 1869. Be sure to wisit it as well as the
Wayne Historical Museum, 3747 Scuth Wayne Road (two blocks south of Michigan
Avenue}. The hours are Fridays and Saturdays from 1 to 5 P.M.

* * * *® *

ZXTRA HELP TN THE RESEARCH DIVISION. Miss Barbara Stephenson, a June graduate
of Edsel Ford High School, i1s working in the Historical Records of the Research
Division thigs summer a2s a pert time typist. Barbara will be enrolling at Mich—
igan State University this sutumn. She is taking Mrs. Margusrite Alverson's
place while the letter is on = leave of absence,

W x * W ¥

CORARCTION ABOUT THE DEASBORN INN. Mr. Richard MclLean, manager of the Dearborn
Inn for the past 1L years, informs us we have an error in Voluwme 9, Number 2 of
THE HISTORIAN. On page L2 of the article, "Take a Historic Tour of Dearbora",
we stated the Inn was opened as an sirpeort hotel in 1929. Mr. Mclean reports
the ofTieisl opening was on July 1, 1931. We mre glad to publish this infor-
mation and correct the data in our files. Mr. McLean further reports that the
Inn has kept an official guest register from that date. Many famous person-
alities from asround the world have stayed st this historie landmark.

* * LA * *

MICHIGAN WEEK CONTHEST WINNERS. It is with great pleasure that the Museum an-
nounces the wineers in its 1969 MICEIGAN WEEK CONTEST. This wes a contest for
rrojects in loeal history for loecal school children in grades threes through =six.
Tour Michigan State flags were awarded to the first prize—winning classes, and
four U.S. 25 bonds were awarded to the first prize-winning individuals. Cer-
tificates were awarded to second and third prize winners. A1l prizes were pro-
vided by the Dearborn Founders. The winning entries were on exhibit at the
Museum May 16th through June lst.
The winners were: FIRST Miss Doris Matthews' Srd Grade, Howard: Miss Irma 7.
Lewis' Lth Grade, Henry Ford; Miss Eileen Killeen's Sth Grade, Haigh; Mr. Donald
McHenzie's 6th Grade, Henry Ford; Paula Jean Cicerc, 3rd Grade, Nowlin; Thomas
Martin, 4th Grade, Haigh; Gary Tyson, 5th bGrade, Whitmore-Belles; and Katy Gar-
rett, 6th Grade, Eazigh. SECOND Sr. M. Florentine's 3rd Grade; SBacred Heart;
Mrs. Wilma Harrell's Lth Grade, Hsigh; Mrs. Sara Lehman's 5th Grade, Howard;
Miss Lucille Webster's 6th Grade, Greenfield Village; Kimberly Campbell, 3rd
Grade, Howerd; Colleen Reilly, Lth Grade, Sacred Heart; Paula Petkoff, 5th
Grade, Haigh; and Gregory Morgel. 6th Grade, Lowrey. THIRD Mrs. Mary Ann Herr's
3rd Grade, Greenfield Village; Mr. Thomas Cataldo's 5th Grade, Henry Ford;
Lauren Benyi, 3rd Grade, DuVall; Jeffrey Morgel, bth Grade, Lowrey; Kieley
Saugines, 5th Orade, Sacred Heart; and Keith Parker, 6th Grade, Nowlin. Some
of ithe winners appear in the photograph (courtesy of Dearborn's Hesearch and
Informatien Department) at the right.

# # ™ # #
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ACCESSIONS: April - June, 1969

Dearborn's first Constable's Badge (father of the
donor, 4. J. Sollinger's), 1927

"Exploring Greater Detroit" by Edith C. Forster
Miller High's publieation "The Tractor", 1927;
Fordson High's 1938 & 1943 yearbooks and 1928

Dedication program

Sacred Heart School 50th anniversary (1518-1968)
invitation and neéwspaper clipping

A pollection of Desrborn photos & post cards,
family photo album, tinbypes, and diploma

Barly eye glasses & case, & 1860 College Report
1952 0ld Timers Luncheon photos, 1944 picture of
donor horseback riding, 1914 baseball bat, and
copy of 1808 Cosbey—Sims wedding invitation

] o ’ i b ) . . 1
1964 & 1965 Detroit College of Business yearbooks

Material relating to Major Thompson Maxwell and

MRES. DONALD A. BOCK

MRS. EDWARD L. CUSHEMAN

MEE. NORMA HALL

MEE. JOHN E. MOCRE

MRS. PERRY WALLACE

MRS . KIKGSLEY R. MacGUFFEY

MISS MILDEED CROHOGUE

DEARBORN PUBLIC LIERARY

Historical Marker Ceremony at Wallaceville Cemetery MRS. ANNA HENDRICKSON

Detroit College of Business yearbooks (1966-67-68)

Clara Bryant's elementary school gertificate, 4

DETROIT COLLEGE OF EUSINESE

collection of materials &k photos relating to the Ford

Family Cemetery & 8t. Martha's Epigcopal Church
Hewspaper clippings & commemorative supplements

Church & Club directories & programs and Dearbeorn
Fubliec Bechool Progress Report

364 Question Eversharp pen & pencil set
Ostrich plimes, umbrells & corset cover
Dearborn High Sch

col 1928 Commencement Progrem

1968 & 1969 "Shamrock", Sacred Heart High
School yearbocks

16 mm. color film, "Pioneering With Power"

MR. H. REX WACDELL

ME. ALFRED W. SCHLUCHTER

MRS. DOROTHY BUTLER
ME. WILLIAM O. EFEIFFER
MRS. ARTHUR MAINS
GEORGE KONOPKA, JR.

SISTER JOSEFPHINE
SACRED EEART HIGH SCHOOL

MR. RICHAFD L. ROUTH
FORD MOTOR COMPAIY



N

An extensive collection of materials including
books, panphlets, programs, rosters, manuscripts,
decuments, persconal papers & correspondence, china,
phictoesy albums, slides, souvenirs, badges & pins,
sewing materials, costumes & accessories, dolls,
ricture cards, crocheted spreads & houscheld items,
ezg basket & house jack; Mary Haight's manuseripis,
decuments, school related materiais, personsal
papers & effects; Amsndsa Dietrich's scrapbooks,
Indian designs & art needle work; Sarah & Amanda

Dietrich's recipes; & numercus exhibit items MHR. FLOYD L. HAIGHT

Toy blimp & dump truck snd 1356 Ford model gar MRE. MARCIA J. MILLIGAN
Four car cast-iron toy train set. ca. 1300 MR. RICHARD L. McBELLY
Combination hammer, axe & nail puller, ca. 1900 DEARBOEN POLICE DEPARTMENT
Two ehina hesd dolls, ca. 1870 & 1880 MRS, JOHN SNOW

1620's Kpdak & mirror wall lamp Tixture MRS. ETHEL M. BERNTH
Conerete & metal hiteohing weight MIXE CELESKET

Haggerty Brick Company pencils MES. MATTIE EESLEY

1850's map of canal plans MES. HEBEIE M. HAYNOR

Oine flags of foreipn countries LENA BICK

Collection of old "National (Geographic Magazines" MRE. LILLIAN WILSON

Sewing materials and 1898 view of Detroit MRS. DONALD GRIFFIR

Early slaw cutter MRS, AGNES RICHARDSON

Weod barrel churn, 1919 cultivator & 1958 TV MUSEUM GUILD OF DEARBORN
Photostet copies of Beckinger pictures & items MR, WILLTAM €., RECKINGER
Detrola ¢lock radio & Underwood typewriter DEARBEORN HISTORICAL SCGCIETY

Lace maker, cover & accessories) dress, aspron,
candle mold and silk searf MRE. JOHN E. BEZEER

Covered glass cheese preserver k Millers IFalls
grinding stone MR, & MRS, HAROLD A, JESPERE0N

Fhotos of Law house & Buferd's Station, glass pen,
inkwells & compete, & flag flown at Buferd's store MRS, CARRIE BUFERD
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Material relating to the "Red Arrow" World
War I 32nd Division & Veteran Associstion

A collection of costume items & accessories
(1BED-1940) and exhibit materials

HBdison Disk Records

Dearborn area photos taken between 1918 & 1929

A Fal

& collection of material relating teo Fordson
schoels ineluding memos, letters, proposals,
reports, publicatiens, & specifications

Henry A. Haigh's Memoranda Bock (1911-1913)

Model of a castle

IT. COL. JOHN D. McDANIELE

MES. ROGER DENTON

MRE. JACK B. SLUITER

MES., DONALD HATCH

MR. A. L. BPOCONER

MISS ALICE E. BENN, ARCHIVIST
FOED MOTOR CO. ARCHIVES

MR. CEARLES A. AUSTIN

MRE. MARIE R. FLANNERY
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Dearborn Historical Museum

EXHIBIT ANNEX lith

MCFADDEN-ROSS HOUSE

COMMANDANT 'S QUARTERS McF ADDEN=ROSS HOUSE
21950 MicHigAN AVENUE 915 BraoY STREET
TeLerrnone: LO 1=9735 TeLepHoNE: 561-938

Open 10:30 AM, To 5230 P.M., TUuESDAYS = FRIDAYS;
9:00 A.M. TO 5200 P.Msy SATURDAYSS
2:00 P.M, 10 5:00 P.,M,, SUuNDATS,
CLGSED MONDAYS EXCEPT FOR TOUR AND LECTURE APPOINTMENTS.

BusinEss TerLepHone: 271=3170
FREE ADMISS10N




