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The Dearborn Historical Commission has worked for many years against
public indifference to preserve our rich local heritage. Evidence of their
dedication to this cause is reflected in the two city-operated museums.

But, museums and symbols alone are not enough. If our heritage is to be
preserved we must foster this objective through continuing communications
with the people.

This publishing venture by the Historical Commission and the staff of the
Historical Museum is an attempt to reach an everlarger audience, Their
combined efforts are directed toward making this community a better place
in which to live. One way to help accomplish this purpose is by making our
fellow citizens aware and more appreciative of their past. In so doing, we
will help them be better citizens in the present and of the future city of
Dearborn. With this goal in mind, this publication is dedicated to Dearborn's

junior and senior citizens.
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A MAN, HIS REGIMENT, HIS DEEDS

BY CHARLES J. NEYERS

With the Ameéerlican Civil War Centennial Obszervance in
full swing, some Individuals are now attempting Toc establish
and document a2 particular relatives partiecipation in this
great struggle. The following is a short sketch of two 30l-
dier brothers, James and Sidney Haight. The mode of opera-
tion and the source materials utilized In this search are
basically the same for any Michigan Civil War veteran that
sarved: in a Michigan regiment. I wlll attempt to tell the
story and annotate sufficiently so that the story material
will reflect the type of answers that the bibliographic ma-
terial can within reason supply. In doing historical re-
gsearch the researcher is obligated to use as many primary
sources, coriginal documents, etc., as are avallable, ﬁﬁll
footnotes appear on pages 1947

James Benedict Haight and Sidney Haight were the sons
of John and Mary Folly Teachout Haight who came to Michigan
from New York State shortly after 18L0. 1In 1843 the Haight
family purchased a farm at Heading, Hillsdale County, Mich-
igan. On Decembsr 13, 18lli, James was born and on August
2ly, 1847, Sidney arrived. James and Sidney were the sixth
and seventh children in a family of eleven children.l/
Their childhoods were unseventful and in their late teens
Ehay both enlisted in the Army for service during the Civil
War,

Sidney Haight was the first of the two brothers to esn-
list. He had been residing at Goodland, Lapeer County,
Michigan, and enlisted in Company E, First Michigan Sharp-
shooters, on Qectober 23, 1863, for & thrse year periodagj
At the time of his enlistment he was 16 years and 2 moenths,
but he gave hils age as 1?,;/ He was actually muatered into
Federal Service on October 30, 1863, The place of his in-
duction into Federal Service ls rather wvague but more than
likely he was mustered in at the United States Arsenal loca-=
ted at Dearvornville, Michigan. This arsenal was locally
called the Detroit Arsenal at Dearbornville, After his for-
mal mustering in he traveled on to Camp Douglas located at
Chicago, Illinois, and joined his Company ané Regiment.

From the later part of August, 1863, until the middle of
March, 186l, the First Michigan Sharpshooters were detailled
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as prison gpuards at Camp Dcuglasugf The prison at Camp
Douglas containsd approximatsly 6,000 Confederate priscners
of war and among these were a large number of Morgan's Rail-
ders that thls Regiment was instrumental in capturing.
James B. Haight enlisted in Gompany E, his younger brother'sa
Company, on February 23, 1864, at Camden, J]ll dale GCounty,
Michigan, and was mustered intc Fedsral Serwvice that same
day.5/ He enlisted for a pericd of three years and gave
his gge as 19, He immediately dsparted by way of the 0ld
Chicago Road for Camp Douglss to join his younger brother
and the Regiment.

The regiment the Haight broth-
ers enlisted in, the PFPirst Michigan
Sharpshocters, received its suthor-
lzation %o organize in the fall of
1862, Col. Charles V., Deland was
named the Regimental Commander.é/
Col. Deland was a veteran of service
in the Sth Miechigan Infantry, he had
served in the 9th az a Company Com-
mander with the Hank of Captain, and
nad been captured at the Battle of
Murfreesboro, Tennssszes, on July 12,
1862, Hs remalned a prisoner of war
until Decembar of 1362, a% which time
he was exchanged for a Conlederats
Army Captain. He rebturned to Miehi-
gan and was promoted to Colonsl and
placed in command of this Hegiment. At the close of the war
Col, Deland was made a Brevet Brigadier Ganesral. z/ The re-
erulting of the Regiment was only partially completed when
Ehey mustered Into Pederal Ssrvice at the Detroit Arsenal at
Dearborn on July 7, 1863. ©On July 10, 1863, the Regiment was
ordered to Indianapolis, Indiana, and then on to Seymour,
Indiana. There were only six companies available for active
serviece af this time and these companles were fnot up to full
strength,%ﬂ The First Michigan Sharpshooters mef thelr
baptism of fire on July 13-1l; 1863, at North Vernon and
Pierceville, Indians, where they attacked the rear guard of
Morgan's Ralders. Col, Deland's clever deployment of his
small force cenvinced Morgan that he was meeting superior
numbers and he turned tall and made good his retrezt into
Ohic and then into Kentucky where Morgan wss finally de-
feated.d/

The Regiment taen returned tec the Detrolt Arsenal at
Dearporn and continued recruiting and bringing the companies
to full strength. ©On August 16, 1863, the Regiment was
ordered to Camp Douglas at Chicago, Illinois.lg/ When
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young 3idney Haight arrived at Camp Douglas in early Hovem-
ber, 1863, he was met by a rather unique group of

Firat of all the bulk of the regiment had ssen soms actusl
fighting as & group; they had been extromely lucky;
taken several priscners; and nad suflerad no casualtbties,
Segcondly, the men ware convinded that They has the [insst
Regimental Commander in the Army, he displayed to all his
aiility as a strategist and as & lsadsr of men, Thelr
faith was well Tounded for his leadership throughoubt the
campaign in Virginia was aighly comusendable. PFurthermore,
the enlisted men of Company K were Aumerlecan Indians, coming
from the Chippewa, Ottawa and Pobtawatoml Tribss., Jne of
the company officers, Lt. Garretf Cravaraet, was of mixed
Chippewa and white bleood, This Company was the only com-
plete company of Indians in ths Union Army that saw action
apainst the Confederaey sast ol the Hisals:lp;i.l}j
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FPour months after Bidney's arrival at Cauw.o Douglas his
brother Jamess jolnsd the regiment, At this time the regi-
ment was readying itself for the trip east to the war front.
A good deal of their time was spent in gualifying all of
the msn as Sharpshooters with thelr new weapons. The new
weapon was the seven sheot Spencer Repeating Hifle and to
qualify as a Sharpshooter acecording to lederal rsgulatlons
a man had to hit a five Inch cirele at forty rods.l12/

On March 8, 186ly, the Regiment was ordered to Annapolis
Maryland. It sctually left Chlcago on March 17, 136L, and
arrived at Annapcelis a few days later., The Heglment re-
mained at Arnapolis until April 25, 138l, and then left to
jein General Grant and the Army of thes Fotomae, The Regi=-
ment met the Army at Warrenton Junction altser passing
through Alexandria, Virginia. On May ljth and Sth they
crossed the Rapidan River, On May 6, 1386l, the Regiment
met the enemy in "The Battle of the Wilderness" whers they
sustalned thelr first losses: 7T killed or died of wounds,
17 wounded and 1 missing. Thils engagement lasted two days
and then on the %th of May the Regiment entersd the fight-
ing ‘at Spotsylwvania Court House, Virginia. Tnils battle
lasted three days and cost the Regiment 34 killed, 117
wounded and U missiﬂg.lji Jamsz B, Halght was among the
wounded in thils battle, and on February 23, 1865, he
was [inally discharged on a Surgecns Certifllcate of Disa-
billity from Harper Héspital in Detrolt - - - exagtly one
year to the day after his enlistment.lS/

E
£

The First Michigan Sharpshooters actually engaged the
enemy in twenty-two separate battles., Sidney Haight was
with the Regiment for the twenty sngagements Tought with
the Army of the Potamac under General Grant. On July 30,
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186l, the Hegiment was part of the 2nd Brigads of the lst
Division of the 9th Army Cerps and was laying seligs to Pe-
tersburg, Virginia:; Grant was attempting tc link his forces
Wwith Gen. 3nerman's, out the cily of Petersburg would not
fall. A& mining sngiaser from a Pennsylvania regiment con-
celived the lasa of tunnelling under the enemy works and
blowing it un. The tunnel was 511 feet long with a 75 foot
shait directly under the Confederate works. A4t L:L0 A.M,
on July 30, 1836l, the Unior lorces detonated four tons of
black powder, Tals blast cut a hele, or "erater', in the
garth twenty-five feet deesp and about 250 feet aesross, Four
divisicnz of Union troops rushed inte what they thought was
8 break in the enspy works, and over 1,400 iUnion troops were
killed that af'terngson and evening. Those troops that ruashed
into the " wound up in complete confusion. The fon-
federate Taptces surroundad the arsa and litsrally poured
ound of artillery inte the heles; The Union
i themselves on the bottom of this hole with the
down at thsm from all sides. The Union troops
their way up the sldss of th2 crater but

gt an extreme disadvantage in &€
g beeause they nad To Hold or with on

:
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sides of the hole wnile gttempt
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2t of this cenfusion the First Miehlpgan Sharp-
2 thne Hebesl works adjoining the sectlion of
bzan blewn up. The ensmy fought back savagely
3 Firat Sharoshoorers were foreed to retreat gs the
Hebel Toreas flnally succesded in retalking the warks.l@/
Two men of the regiment diag-
tinguiahsd themselves 1n this
action, Private Sldney Halght
of Co. E ang Sergeant Antoineé
ottt ¢f Co. Ky Thess two men
stoed their ground whsn ths
Lide of battle turned and the
superior numbers of Rebel
troops repelled the attack,
Pyt Halght and Sgt. Scott
gtood shoulder bo shoulder
Tiring thely 3pencer Repeat-
ing Rifles at the onrushing
i to take cover
behind the captured works
1 : drew the
2o thaet their com-
counldé escape an
ible situation.
roops were well

«|
Lid

rades 1n
almost
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cn thelr way out of the works and had started back to their
own lines 8gt. 8cott and Pvt, Halght made a strategic with-
drawal dodging shot and shell.l7/ In this action the First
Sharpshooters captursd 50 priscners but suffered the Collow-
ing logses: 3 killed, 13 wounded (including the Regimsntal
Commander Cel, DPeland] and 33 eithsr captured or missingv_ﬁf
Sgt. Scott, who iIncidently was an Ottawa Indian and a member
of Co. K, and Pvi. Haight were commended for their bravery
by the Regimental Commander.l9/

Pvt, Haight scon became Cpl. Haight and varticipated in
nine other engagements with the Regiment including the final
capture of Petersburg, Virginia. He was honorably discharged
on July 28, 1865, at Delaney Houze, Washington, D.C.20/

On July 31, 1396, some thirty-two years and ons day af-
ter Cpl. Haight's conspicious and daring bravery he was fi-
nally rewarded. On this date Cpl., Sidnsy Haight was presen-
ted with his nations highest military decoration - - - the
Congressional Medal of Honor.21/

FOOTNOTES

1) Manuseript geneology of the Haight Family com-
piled by Floyd L. Haight, depozited in the Dearborn
Historical Museum.

2) Record of Service of Michnigan Voluntesrs In The
Civil War: 1861-1865, EKalamazoo, Michigan, laling Bros.
& Bverard, /19037, Vol.ll, p.lk2., (Herealter cited as
Record of Service...)

3) Haight geneology, op. ecit.

L} Jne. Robertson (comp.), HMichigan In The War,
Lansing, Michigan, W.S. George & Co., 1302, Pa5lla

5) Record of BServicé,.., op., €it., p.L2,

6) Robertson, op. ¢it., ?:gﬁj:_*‘

7) Ibid., p.B11. ~—

8) Told., .53,

) Ibides PeSllis

10) Ibid.

11) John €. Wright, The Crooked Tree, Harbor Springs,
Mlehigan; privately printed, 1%17.

12) Lettsr, Fesbruary, 186L;, Sargent Noyes to his
Tather;,; in the possession of Mr. Floyd G. Eavey, Lan-
sing, Mienigan.

13) Robsrtson, op. eit., pp.Slhli-SL5,

1) Detroit Free Press, May 25, 1B8&lL.

15) Muster Out Rell, First Michigan Sharpshoéobers,
Michigan State Archives, lLansing, Michigan.

16) HRobertson, ops €it., D.5L6; Harper's Pictorial
History of the Civil War, Chicago, Illinois, Star Pub-
lishing Company, 1868 Jand 189k, 1896/, pp.698-705,
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17) Records of the Office of the Adjutant Genersl,
Rolls and Hegimental FPapers, Pilrst Michigan Sharpshoot-
grs, deposited in the Nationsl Archlves, Washington 2%,
5 P o

"HEAD QRS. lst MICH. 3.8. 2" BRIG.
lst PIV. 9" 4:C. DEGC. 28th 1864

THOMAS MATHEWS
CAPT. and A.A.A.G.

"Captain:- In obedience to instructions contalned
in Special Orders No. 346 Hd. Qrs. Army of the Potomsac.
I have the honor to report the following named men of
my command, who have distinguished themselves by con-
splclous and daring bravery

SIDNEY HAIGHT Priv. Coc. E
ANTOINE SCOTT Sergt. Co. E

"Always brave and daring they particularly dis-
tinguished themselves in the battle of July 30" 188l
before Petersburg Va.

"Were their conduet, in calmsr moments, would be
deened rashness for, refusing Lo seresn themselves
from the enemy's ire behind the captured works, they
stood beldly up and deliberately and calmly [ired
thelir peices until the enemy were almost upon them,
when instead of laying down their arms and surrender-
ing, ran the gauntlet of shot and shell and ezcaped. ...

"I am Captain
Very Respectfully
Your Obt., Bervt.
ASAHEL W. NICHOLS
Major Comd'g. Regt,"

18) Robertson, op., cit., pp.5L6-547,

i9) Nischdls lstber, OP. &lt.,

20) Record of Service..., op. cit,, p.l

21) United Statesz War Department, Medals of Honor,
Washington, D.C., 1597.
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NEWS FROM THE MUSEUM

Have you been on the second floor of the McFadden-Ross
Museum lately? Well then, you've seen the new Civil War
exhibit. The exhibit doss not attempt to tell the military
or the political story of the War (albeit it couldn't be
entirely avoided) rather, thls exhlbit attempts to convey
some of the feellngs that the War engendered, The Civil War
was the most expensive war in cur history in terms of men
and familles involved. The central theme of this new exhi=-
bit 1s the relationship between the man in uniform and his
family at home. There 1s a catalog of the exhibit awailable
at the information desk for those of you who want to go a
step further in the study of this most significant period in
gur naticnal history.

IR

The Junior Curators are again sponsoring Saturday
movies at the lMcFadden-Ross Museum. The boys have sslected
a varied program which will appeal primarily to boys and
girls in the 8 to 14 age group, but which have proven to be
of interest to adults az well. A complste program of the
movies which wlll be shown In the coming weeks is available
at either Museum.

bt

The month of May promises to be a busy month for the
Museum staff and local antigue collectors, Local collec-
tors wlll exhiblt thelr hobbies at the MeFadden-FRoss Mussum
from May 21 through May 28. A wvariety of collectors have
been approcached in order to present a balanced show which
will be of Interest to most pscple. Watch the local papsrs
for more news of thls ocutstanding exhibit,

N

The workshop-storage building, though not complete, is
now partially occupled by the Museum. The workshop area
and storage area are being used in a limited way. Much work
remains to be done, but even the limited use to which the
building can be put is & great help to the Musesum.

The new exhibilt bullding on the south side of the
McFadden-Ross Museum is now complete (except for landscap~-
ing) and will soon be occupied. Watch for a few surprises
here in the very near future - you may Just see something
that hasn't been a common sight around Dearborn for years,
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BIOGRAPHY

Each issus of The Dearborn Historian will contain one
or twe short biographies of Museum stafll members, membera
¢f the Historical Commission, members of the City adminis-
tratlon or personz prominent In losal historical cireles,
Any suggestions concerning persons whose biography might be
inecluded will be greafly appreclated.

FLOYD L. HAIGHT, Chairman of the Dearborn Hiastorieal
Commission, is one man who certainly needs no introduction
te the readers of this magazine., Mr, Haight has been a
nistory teacher at Dearborn High School fer the past thirty-
two years and was first apnointed to the Historical Commis-
gieon 1m 193%., Hs has been active in logal affalirs for many
years in various civic, professional and church groups and
he has held offices in a great many of the groups to which
he belongs,

History, esspecially local nistory, has long been Mr,
Haight's first love and 1t has been in thisz arsa that he is
best known Lo us. He was instrumental In founding the Dear-
born Historical Society and he originated the idea of the
annual 01d Timers Luncheon. In 1958 Governor Williams ap-
pointed Mr, Haignt Chalirman of the Michigan Civil War Cern-
tennlal Observance Commlssicn.

Provably Mr, Haight's most notable achievement in Dear-
born has besn the role he played in the preservation of the
Commandant's Quarters and the leasing of a part of the Ross
rroperty to insure an I[nceme for the Muiseum, When he first
came to Dearborn Mr., Halght found the olid Detroit Arsenal
rapidly falling into cblivion. With characteristic enthusi-
agsm he started to agitate for the oreservaiion of the old
landmark, The rosd was long and the struggle often frus-
trating, but eventually the fight was won and today the Com-
mandant's Quarters stands for all to sse as the last remain-
ing intaet building of the once great srsenal. With the
deeding of the Ross property to the City, Mr., Haipght ssat
about with the same enthuslaam to insure continued support
for the Museum, The lgasing of a part of the Rogs estate
for the construction of the Falrlane Inn has accomplishad
this goal.

The Museum will long stand as a monument to the dedi-
cation of many men and women, but one man, Floyd L. Haight,
will stanc as a man apart,
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RECENT ACCESSIONS

The Dearborn Historical Museum wishes to take this
means of expressing a sincere "thank you" to the pesople
whno have so gensrously contributed to the cgllections,
Without the generosity of these individuals and organiza-
tions, the Mussum could not long function., The Mussum is
not in a position to buy the exhlbit items it needs and
consequently is dependent upon gifts from interested per-
sons and organizations,

Mr. WALTER GOLBA has given the Museum one kerosens lamp
and ‘a nighteap, Mrs, REOSE THOIANO gave [our hand-smbroidered
pletures. Mr., FLOYD HAIGHT donated three old school booka,
an 181l family mesdieal guide and sixteen miscellanecus news-
papers. Mra, JOHN A. CALKINS has given a beautiful sofa
dating from the esarly 19%th century. Mra. HAZEL ¥, C., DAVIES
gave two dresses, two jackets, a blouse, Tive sszsorted caps,
8 cape, Lwo shawls, an apron, ten assortsd 1tems of infants
gnd children's clothing, twe purses, a hoop for a dress,
two dresser scarves, LWo pens; and a dolly Mre. ALLAN €.
ZANDER gave an 9ld school slate. The Mussum has received
a dregs from Mra,., ROBERT MINWNIE. Mrs. KEITH B, HACEETT has
graciously given five books, ten gresting cards, an old
card gams, and a pair of wooden shoes, Mrs, OLIVE WOODLNER
has recently given six items of women's clothing, three
ltems of children's clothing and a pipe.

Mr., WAINO GUSTAFSON has donated six pleces of Spanish-
American War hardtack, Me. THAN MOON has glven s part of an
1862 newspaper and a 1919 calendar. Mr. FREDERICK G, WEIDE-
MAN gave a World War [ bayonet. Mrs, FLORENCE B. KINGINGER
has recently given nineteen manuscript ltems, two valentines,
nine assorted printed items, four flags, a medal, a chesese
sampler, & palr of heel c¢legts, and a commemorative paper-
welght, Mrs, THERESA SCHAEFER has given an oll portralt of
her late husband, John H. Schasfer. MNrs., SHERMAN L. HOLMES
has donated a smoking Jjacket, s toaster, an iron, a thirty-
thres piece set of dishes, and a flve piece commode sat,
Mrsg, LILA HOLE gave eleven assorted pisces of china. UMp.
JOSEPH PENN has given an oll operated times clock, Mrs. DE-
VERA STOCKER has given a wedding photo and wedding anncunce-
ment. Mrs. CHARLES K, ANDERSQN has given copies of seven
Civil War letfers, a poem and thirtesn anvelopes.

The following churches and schools have also given ma-
terial relative to their history: the FIRST METHCDIST CHURCH,
HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH, and the LONG SCHOOL.
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THE MUSEUM NEEDS

Currier & Ives prints are real collectors items today.
Unlike so many other categories sought by collectors, the
Currier & Ives prints have value for at least two reasons.
The prints are largely responsible for the stereotyped im=-
age that we have of the 19th century, and therefore, have
research value for the serious student of social history.
Furthermore, Currler & Ives prints are authentiec Americana.
During the last half of the 19th century these idealized
scenes of everyday life graced the walls of the typleal
American home. Antlque collectors today prize these vrints
because they prowvide an authentle setting for other antiques,

Heproduced from Harry T. Peters, Currier & Ives...

Sometime soon the Museum would like to exhibit some of
these Currler & Ives printa. We are fortunate to have 1in
our collection a couple of originals and a few reproduc-
tions, but our collectlon is neither extansive nor repre-
sentative enough to warrant an exhibit. This is the reason
we appeal to you., Do you have, or do you know where we can
get, Currier & Ives printas to add to our permanent collection?



COMMANDANT'S QUARTERS
Michigan Ave. at Monroe
Open 9 to 5 dally
Closed Sundays and Legal Holidays

McFADDEN-ROSS MUSEUM
915 Brady St.
Open 9 to 9 Mon. & Tues., 9 to 5 Wed., Thurs. & Sat.
Closed Fridays, Sundays and Legal Holildays
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Telephone LOgan 3-0221



